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ALL-IN-ONE SOLUTION. READY TO FLY. 
Integrated flight control system including GPS. 
Easy to operate and very stable. 

Makes aerial filming fun and easy. 


Included! ——< 
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Long zoom range in 
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© Guide Mode makes it easy 
e 4 fps continuous shooting 
e 100-6400 ISO Expandable to 12800 
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e 1920 x 1080 Full HD 60p 
e 29.8mm wide Carl Zeiss® lens 
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Soe EQUIPMENT! 
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1090 Bryant St. 
Corner of 9th & Bryant 


Our Rental Department is open from 8am until 6pm 
Mon-Fri, 9:30am to 6pm Saturday and closed Sunday 
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NO TAX! Fully Weather-sealed 


Dustproof, Coldproof 


save 5450 Easy capture of movies & photos 


e Scene Intelligent Auto mode 
e Continuous shooting up to 3.0 fps 
e Large, 3.0-inch LCD monitor 
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USA 1 YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY REGISTRATION CARD. 
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e 5MP photos up to 3 frames per second 
e Built-in Wi-Fi and an ultra wide-angle lens 


SONY. 
make.believe 


O&SOO0O 


with 16-50mm 






™ 





NO TAX! | 


Instantly 
Connect 


200 
to Smartphones and Tablets 
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processing engine 
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e 180° tilting LCD screen 
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SAN FRANCISCO’S NEWEST FULLY STOCKED CAMERA STORE! 
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EXCEPT WHERE INDICATED. 
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sells more bikes than any 
other S.F. Dealer... 
there must be a reason! 
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Layaway Now! 
20% holds it ‘til 


Christmas! 


1065 & 1077 Valencia (Btwn 21st & 22nd St.) ¢ SF 


SALES 415-550-6600 ¢ REPAIRS 415-550-6601 
Closed Thanksgiving- Thursday, 11/27 


MON-SAT 10-6, SUN 11-5 
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LETTERS 


CHANGING 
LANDSCAPES 


The City continues to change - 
one flower at a time: [I would like to] 
thank the brave San Franciscans who 
struggle to keep the city alive and make 
it the lovely place it is today [“The War of 
the Roses,” Joe Eskenazi, feature, 
11/19]. Today, the city no longer needs 
any one person in particular except those 
who can afford [to live here] and as far as 
these new upstarts are concerned, pos- 
terity isn’t in their vocabulary or emo- 
tional memory bank; just cold hard cash 
resides there. 


Judith H. 


ENJOYING THE 
(SOMETIMES) GREAT 
OUTDOORS 


Reader believes City Service Au- 
ditors missed one: Um, Duboce Park 
isn't on the list [“Nature’s Bounty,’ Joe 
Eskenazi, News, 11/19]? How is that pos- 
sible? It’s the best in the City! It has the 
most European feel for sure! Shhhhh! 
Paco 


BLOG COMMENTS 
OF THE WEEK 


One reader points to the length of 
tuition repayments: Students are 
tired of overpaying for degrees that will 
keep then enslaved until the grave [“UC 
Protests Get Heated in San Francisco,” 
Erin Sherbert, the Snitch, 11/19]. No one 
in the UC system should be paying student 
loans in their 30s and 40s. 

Maurice R. 


Another reader feels the students 
are getting a bargain: Every univer- 
sity system raises rates; California is stilla 
bargain compared to other rate increases 
and tuitions [of other university systems], 


CALLING ALL 
JOURNALISM 
STUDENTS! 


We're looking for spring interns 
who have some news writing expe- 
rience (school newspapers count!) 
and are eager to tackle any story 
challenge. The deadline for sub- 
mitting is Dec. 31, and internships 
start mid-January; please note 
what sections you would like to 
write for. Please send your résumé, 
clips, and cover letter to Mollie. 
McWilliams@sfweekly.com. All in- 
terns will need to provide proof of 
school credit upon acceptance of 
an internship with SF Weekly. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


One reader points 
to the length of 
tuition repayments: 
“Students are tired 
of overpaying for 
degrees that will 
keep then enslaved 
until the grave.” 


MAURICE R. COMMENTING ON 
“UC PROTESTS GET HEATED 
IN SAN FRANCISCO" 


and these don’t compare to how expen- 
sive it is to live in California. 


Leslie W. 


Reader points to another way of 
helping the food banks — showing 
up to volunteer: You can also volunteer 
directly at the food bank, which is lots of 
fun [“Help S.F. Food Banks by Drinking 
Cocktails — Lots of Them,’ Lou Busta- 
mante, SFoodie, 11/19]! Maybe after a few 
of these drinks. 

Michael D. 


CORRECTION 


In our story “Copying Off the Test,” 
[Joe Fitzgerald Rodriguez, 11/19], we 
attribute an allegation that for-profit 
colleges target poor students with ads 
overselling the worth of the degrees 
and that for-profit college students of- 
ten go broke after graduation to CCSF 
Chancellor Brice Harris. The allega- 
tions actually came from Attorney Gen- 
eral Kamala Harris. SF Weekly regrets 
the error. 


Photo of the week from 
SFWEEKLY SLIDESHOW: 
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Wrestling the Devil’s Back 


A chiropractor's strange encounter with a /uchador. 


Nine Lives 


Ousted S.F. animal boss 
resettles across the bay 


Rebecca Katz has landed on 
her paws. 

Four months after becoming one 
of the few department heads to be 
sacked, the erstwhile director of San 
Francisco Animal Care and Control 





e 7, ss 
By Joe Eskenazi a. who was still wearing his this month landed the same posi- 
c signature mask. tion in Oakland. 
Time seems to move — | Awender treated Blue So, yes, Oakland’s animal control 
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E/ Chiropractico y Amigo de Blue Demon 
Blue Demon's Chiropractor and Friend 


director is named “Katz,” and its zoo 
is overseen by a man named “Parrot.” 

Katz has been tasked with tran- 
sitioning Animal Control from a 
subdivision of the Oakland Police 
Department to a stand-alone agen- 
cy. This is a big job and she could use 
all the help she can get. So, enter Pet 
Food Express. 

That chain lavished supplies 
upon San Francisco’s Animal Con- 
trol, and Katz repeatedly testified 
and advocated on behalf of its 
ill-fated expansion plans. While city 
officials later deemed this unseemly, 
Katz claims city leaders encouraged 
her to do so at the time. 

She appears to be getting en- 
couragement to do so again, from 
her new bosses. Oakland Mayor 
Jean Quan specifically lauded Katz’s 
“collaborative efforts to find homes 
for hard-to-place animals.” Katz’s 
unabashed advocacy for her depart- 
ment — which, she says, cost her 
the job in San Francisco — was seen 
as a plus in Oakland. 

And will she reach out to Pet 
Food Express? “In a heartbeat,” she 
answers. 

It’s not a long reach. That com- 
pany is, after all, headquartered in 


Demon’s aching ankles. 
He has, in the years since, 
treated him half a dozen or 
more times for ankle and 
back problems. Blue Demon 
has never removed his mask 
during treatments. Blue 
Demon, in fact, pretty much 
never removes his mask, pe- 
riod. “The only time they do 
that is if they lose a match,” 
says the doctor. 

\. In the countless films 

starring the masked 

ar” luchadores of Mexican wres- 
oy tling, the oversize men battle 
vampire women, Martians, 
and mummies while inter- 
facing with regular society 
as their masked, wrestling 
alter-egos. Even for the kids 
scraping together a few pesos 
for a Sunday wrestling flick, 
that seemed fanciful. We 
haven't yet been beset by 
vampire women, Martians, or mum- 
mies — but, as Awender can attest, 
luchadores really do roam about in 
their masks, interacting with regular 
society. 

“Super nice guy,” says the doctor. 
But he wouldn’t know him if he 


slower down on the Peninsula. 
For visiting San Franciscans, it 
feels like it’s moving backward. 
Vast swaths of the place eerily 
resemble the way the Mission 
used to look in a grittier and less 
beard- and tech-heavy era. And 7. eee 
yet, a billboard looming over a a hy 
Redwood City muffler shop = 7 
harks to a peculiar tale even San > 
Francisco can’t touch. ¥ ¥ | ; 

A bilingual ad for a chi- . & < 
ropractor isn’t that jarring. SN 26 
But the image on this one is. 650.336.1274 Ue\Widelsdean +. 
Alongside the sheepishly smil- | eae 
ing, white-coated Dr. Joseph - -: 
Awender is a man wearing an 
elegant striped blue Oxford 
shirt that, oddly, matches 
his blue wrestling mask. The 
accompanying text reads: El 
Chiropractico y Amigo de Blue 
Demon (Blue Demon’s Chiro- 
practor and Friend). “Well, 
it’s kind of a long story,” says 
Awender with a laugh. 

Do tell. Time, after all, does move 
slower down here. 

It started in 2009 when Awender 
received a call on a Sunday at 10 p.m. 
from one of his employees. Would it be 
possible for him to treat a man in his 
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For some reason, this didn’t reg- 
ister as unusual with Awender. Some 
90 percent of his clientele is Span- 
ish-speaking and a goodly number of 
them work long hours at physically de- 
manding jobs and can’t make appoint- 
ments at conventional times. So, ina 


SE | 
Jim Herd 





Until it was. Blue Demon is 
a Spanish-speaking man witha 
physically demanding job: He’s a 
48-year-old dynastic Mexican wrestler, 
the son of the original Blue Demon, 
and a Mexican matinee idol. Awender 
arrived at his darkened Redwood City 








office, right now? Also, the man’sname __ way, this trip to meet “Blue Demon” office to discover Blue Demon’s full walked in, sans costume. “I’ve only Oakland. JE 
is “Blue Demon.” wasn't so unusual. entourage surrounding the wrestler, seen him in the blue mask.” 
according to the U.S. Census. In the has built corporate campuses to sponge __ get his housing plan to sail through co’s crisis. 


Housing Crisis 
U-Turn 


How the South Bay town that 
Started our housing crisis can 
help us get out of if. 


San Francisco’s housing crisis 
might find salvation from a seemingly 
unlikely place: Mountain View. 

The town that became the of- 
fice-space capital for many tech 
companies already plays host to monu- 
mental corporate campuses of Google, 
Adobe, and a slew of other tech dar- 
lings. What it does not host: housing 
for those tech workers. 

When those shiny-white tech shut- 
tles cart San Francisco tech workers 
away for their morning commutes, 
more often than not, their final des- 
tination is Mountain View. The small 
South Bay town’s population grew 
by only 3,000 from 2010 to 2013, 








same time, San Francisco’s population 
boomed by more than 30,000. That 
might explain why you can’t walk down 
Market Street these days without spot- 
ting a gaggle of startup founders on 
their phones. 

But there is new hope on the hous- 
ing front. As San Franciscans were 
barraged by mailers on soda taxes and 
Assembly candidates with the name 
David this past election, nearby Moun- 
tain View was grappling with its own 
political pills to swallow: Three new 
City Council members were elected 
(Pat Showalter, Ken Rosenberg, and 
Lenny Siegel), and they all rode into of- 
fice on pro-housing growth platforms. 

The new City Council members 
want to build, build, build, and that 
may bode well for San Franciscans 
facing ever-escalating rents, but it goes 
against Mountain View’s longtime an- 
ti-growth establishment. 

“We need balance,” Siegel tells SF 
Weekly. For too long, Mountain View 


the tax dollars that go along with all 
those local jobs, he says. 

But it hasn’t built housing for those 
workers. 

Mountain View's lack of housing 
became a burden on San Francisco; it 
was now up to the city to give those 
tech workers a home. Soon enough, all 
of San Francisco was feeling the pain 
— in high rents. But perhaps Mountain 
View's newfound build-happy attitude 
could help San Francisco find its way 
out of its current rental crisis. 

Siegel says he’s pushing for 5,000 
new housing units around Mountain 
View’s North Bayshore area, which 
encompasses (you guessed it) Google. 
For anti-housing Mountain View, that’s 
like San Francisco deciding to knock 
down Victorians to benefit Marin resi- 
dents. It’s unprecedented. 

And though the pro-housing plan is 
facing an uphill battle, Siegel believes 
once he is sworn in as a new member 
of the City Council on Jan. 6, he can 


the council. 

More housing down in Silicon Val- 
ley couldn’t come at a better time. This 
year Google quietly bought office space 
in Redwood City, San Francisco, Mof- 
fett Field, and Sunnyvale. With more 
cubicles come more workers in need of 
a home to dock their drones. 

Google’s combined new real estate 
could pump as many as 30,000 new 
employees into the region. 

“Holy shit,” Tim Colen says, react- 
ing to the number of the new crop of 
Googlers (and we haven't even told 
him about the influx of support jobs 
that would be created as a result of the 
new tech workers). As the executive 
director of San Francisco’s Housing 
Action Coalition, he believes San Fran- 
cisco needs more housing supply for all 
these new tech folk, but that’s not to 
say S.F. should shoulder all the housing 
burden alone. 

But even 5,000 units in Mountain 
View won't put a dent in San Francis- 


“Will it take the pressure off [San 
Francsico]? Only theoretically,” Peter 
Cohen of the Council of Community 
Housing Organizations says. “The scale 
of housing [in Mountain View] isn’t 
enough.” 

What’s really needed, he and Colen 
both tell SF Weekly, is a plan to region- 
ally address housing. Or perhaps even 
to spread Google’s corporate tax dollars 
from Mountain View around to the lo- 
cales that house its workers. Right now 
in California, corporations’ tax dollars 
go to where they’re headquartered, not 
where their workers live. 

The two politically opposed housing 
activists disagree on much. But one 
thing they both believe is that Moun- 
tain View’s building more housing is a 
much-needed first step. 

“It doesn’t undo the historic im- 
balance,” Siegel says of building more 
housing. But, “first you try to get 
things even before you reverse the 
trend.” Joe Fitzgerald Rodriguez 
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Ci MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION IS FAR FROM A SURE THING IN 2016. 


50 Million Reasons Prohibition Stays 


Hunter S. Thompson knew best. 
To take the nation’s temperature, and to 
find the real center of it all, you have to go 
to Las Vegas. Earlier this month, Ameri- 
can Dream-seekers donned clean jeans 
and crisp button-downs to decamp to the 
desert to talk business ideas involving 
grow lights, smell-proof plastic bags, and 
other ways to tap the “billions” in market 
potential right around the corner, thanks 
to the cannabis plant and the end of can- 
nabis Prohibition. 

The timing of this year’s annual Mar- 
ijuana Business Conference and Expo 
couldn't have been finer: It was the 
week after Alaska, Oregon, and Wash- 
ington, D.C. all legalized marijuana in 
a near-clean sweep of the “Marijuana 
Midterms.” Buoyed by the good news, 
some 2,500 seekers of marijuana for- 
tunes attended, three times the crowd 
seen last year. The swell proves that 
Wall Street is hungry and old money is 
hungry to enter a market that grows 
with each new calculation. 

Last year, Bay Area-based ArcView 
Group said the adult recreational marijua- 
na marketplace would reach $10 billion 
by 2018. Last week, the market surged 
to $20 billion by 2020, according to the 
claim from a New York City-based firm. 
That’s some fine growth, considering total 
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recreational sales in Colorado and Wash- 
ington are roughly $210 million to date. 
The sky’s the limit. Up the ante. 

Here in California, politicians are 
getting ready. Early adopter Lt. Gov. 
Gavin Newsom started making nice 
to marijuana almost two years ago. 

And 2016 will be the year legalization 
happens, says Newsom, who's chairing 
an American Civil Liberties Union com- 
mittee that is tasked with crafting ballot 
language on legalization that California 
voters would approve (though it’s been 
13 months and the committee has yet 
to publish a recommendation). 

Even California Attorney Gener- 
al Kamala Harris is feeling it. A few 
months after laughing off a Sacramento 
TV reporter’s question about whether 
she'd back legalization, Harris did an 
about-face and told a top 
BuzzFeed editor that mari- 
juana legalization seems to 
have “a certain inevitability 
about it.” 

Better yet, legal marijuana 
presents no “moral” problems 
for the Oakland-born career 
prosecutor. After all, “half my 
family’s from Jamaica,’ she 
told Adam Serwer. Always 
laughing. 


It's obvious these are feel-good times. 
And it’s hard even for cynics not to share 
the exuberance when adults can legally 
smoke up outside the headquarters of 
the Drug Enforcement Administration. 

But closer to home, all the buzz — 
marijuana midterms, billions of dollars, 
jokes about ganja on the beach — dis- 
sipates. For a sobering reality check of 
where we're really at, head north on 
Interstate 5. The best warning sign is in 
Sisikyou County. 

There is no weed in Weed. 

The city of Weed — with its 
much-photographed road sign — is red- 
state, Christian California, where there 
are more cowboy hats than kale and 
where the tech boom is measured by 
the very long drive to the nearest Apple 
store. 
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In Weed, voters said “no” to legal 
marijuana twice. Voters rejected both 
dispensaries as well as outdoor cultiva- 
tion earlier this month. Strict rules that 
nearly outlaw cultivation met voters’ 
approval in Shasta, Butte, Lake, and Ne- 
vada counties, California NORML notes, 
and several cities in Southern California 
— which has two-thirds of the state’s 
population — also banned dispensaries. 

These are exactly the voters that 
legalization supporters will need to win 
over in two years. And right now, they 
are outright hostile. 

“How come no one noticed that can- 
nabis lost big in California this election 
cycle?” one marijuana businessman 
asked me. I had no answer. 

At this early stage, three main groups 
with the means are laying groundwork 
to legalize marijuana in California in 
2016: Marijuana Policy Project, Drug 
Policy Alliance, and the Coalition for 
Cannabis Policy Reform. MPP is known 
as the group that led the current legal- 

ization push, winning 
over voters in Colorado 
with the message that 
“cannabis is safer than 
alcohol.” Veteran player 
Drug Policy Alliance 
has a national name 
and ability to draw 
funds from some of 
the deepest pockets 
around, though some 
of the billionaires 
who bankrolled them, 
Peter Lewis and John 
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We offer more options to fit your budget. 
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Sperling, died within the last year. CCPR 
is made up of familiar faces in California 
labor and legalization circles, including 
what's left of the Oakland-based com- 
mittee that put Prop. 19 on the ballot in 
2010 (legalization lost by seven percent- 
age points). 

Though 2016 presidential candidates 
are already making calls and opening up 
offices, it’s still far too early to say who 
has a real chance, or if all three pro-mar- 
ijuana groups can be counted on to sup- 
port the same measure. 

It’s also too early to say who's going 
to pay for it all. 

In 2010, Prop. 19 was hamstrung by 
fundraising. The campaign eventually 
came up with $4 million to swing the 
nearly 10 million people in California 
who voted. 

That’s about 40 cents per vote. Com- 
pare that to last month’s Measure 91 in 
Oregon. ‘There, legalization proponents 
had almost $7 million to spend on 1.3 
million voters. That’s nearly $5 per vote. 

Most estimates of what it would 
take to legalize cannabis here hover 
in the $12 to $15 million range. But if 
Oregon's spending was repeated here, 
wed need almost $50 million to turn the 
tide, an incredible number that requires 
either an extremely wealthy patron or 
an unprecedented grassroots effort in 
order for it to become real. 

Before 2016 and the billions must 
come the millions. And those are any- 
thing but guaranteed. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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Ci JOE ESKENAZI, YOUR HUMBLE NARRATOR 


SnatUber 


The amoral company's critics seem more incensed by its potential misdeeds than its real ones. 


Last week, Uber achieved the 
Uber of bad PR. 

At an upscale New York soiree, a 
senior vice president of the $18 billion 
car-hire service purportedly touted the 
merits of dropping $1 million into an 
opposition research unit, and deploying 
it to unearth unflattering details about 
journalists who see fit to criticize the 
company. 

These plumbers would expose re- 
porters’ personal and familial lives. Ever 
chatty Emil Michael, per a subsequent 
writeup in Buzzfeed, proceeded to focus 
his wrath on Sarah Lacy, the founder of 
the venture capital-funded, incestuous 
tech insider site PandoDaily. There are 
any number of reasons to question the 
motives and worth of Lacy’s profession- 
al output. But that’s not what Michael 
was purportedly after: This wasn’t 
professional. It was personal. This was 
about exposing intimate details of 
someone's life to inflict pain — and 
make an example of her. 

That’s revenge. That’s blackmail. And 
that blew up the internet. 

Journalists’ reaction to this pro- 
posed attack on one of their own was as 
swift and merciless as Uber aims to be 
in ferrying around smartphone-wield- 
ing clientele and kneecapping its 
opposition. Company founder and 
CEO Travis Kalanick — that perfect 
amalgamation of frat bro libertarian 
and James Bond villain — disgorged a 
twitter barrage and Michael released a 
terse apologia. 

Neither thought to include the 
words “I’m sorry.” 

Because they’re not. Like so many 
people caught in the act of being them- 
selves, the damage control message 


An Uber 
Breakup 


Users can cancel their 
accounts, but not their data. 


A flood of disenchanted Uber 
users tried to cancel their accounts last 
week hours after Buzzfeed revealed a se- 
nior executive's alleged plan to launch 
smear campaigns against the company’s 
critics, specifically journalists. But what 
could have been a mass exodus turned 
into an epic snarl, as consumers discov- 


ered how near impossible it is to untangle 


oneself from Uber. 
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essentially boiled down to I don’t really 
believe the things I think and then say; 
I didn’t know people were writing it all 
down and I sure wish they hadn't been. 

So, the outcry against Uber (and the 
ranks of disgruntled users surging to 
delete the app from their phones) is jus- 
tified. But it’s also a bit misguided. 

All these loathsome things never 
really happened. An Uber executive 
spouted off about smearing journalists. 
But the horrible things its people say 
carry weight only because of the horri- 
ble things its people do. 

And that’s what’s perverse: Uber is 
getting a harder time now for the awful 
things it hasn’t done than the awful 
things it has. 


Glance outside your window and 
there’s a decent chance it’s raining. We 
need the rain, but, understandably, you 
may still be bummed. Uber honchos are 
not. 

Thanks to “surge pricing,’ Uber 
charges more during high-demand peri- 
ods such as inclement weather. This led 
to the debacle of hurricane and flood 
victims hoping to flee to higher ground 
being charged premium prices for the 
privilege. It also led to the spectacle 
of Kalanick offering “pro-tips” to New 
Year’s Eve riders hoping to avoid being 
gouged by his company. 

It’s not every day a CEO offers up 
“pro-tips” on how to avoid falling prey 
to one of the core tenets and profit-gen- 
erators of his business model. It feels a 
bit like a werewolf lecturing potential 
victims on staying indoors during a full 
moon. It’s surreal, patronizing, and par 
for the course: Uber’s valuation keeps 
heading skyward, as do the rates posted 
on the internet by bewildered riders, 


Turns out, it’s an unintuitive, 
byzantine process that isn’t clearly de- 
fined on the company’s website. Many 
people have better luck finding such in- 
structions on Reddit or WikiHow. And 
even those are complicated. One way 
to extricate yourself from Uber is to fill 
out a form on the company’s Help Cen- 
ter page, explaining why you want your 
account deleted. (You'll have to include 
a city of residence, the email associated 
with the account, a subject header, and 
a compelling explanation of your prob- 
lem.) Another way is to email Uber’s 
support team directly, again with all of 
your account information and a cogent 
explanation of why you want to leave. 
Then you sit and wait. 


LETTERS NEWS 


TIME 


deprived of $470 for a 15-minute cross- 
town jaunt after Outside Lands. 

Uber, perhaps more so than any 
other company today, personifies the id 
of unrestrained free-market capitalism. 
The company will do whatever it takes 
to prosper. Winning isn’t everything, 
it’s the only thing. 

Uber isn’t immoral so much as it’s 
amoral. 

Condemning Uber for the nastiness 
of its actions — equipping drivers with 
burner phones with which to cease- 
lessly call and stiff competing services; 
shamelessly flouting city and state laws 
then retroactively lobbying regulators 
into accommodating them — feels a bit 
like scolding a cat for how it treats the 
mouse. 


In short, Uber has laid a whole 
series of traps in place to prevent its 
customers from dumping its service. 
It offers no simple account removal 
feature; rather, the process has to be 
completed manually, which leaves ev- 
eryone’s fate in the hands of an Uber 
customer service representative. 

More unsettling, though, is Uber’s 
policy of retaining user data (including 
geo-location, credit card information, 
and trip history) for customers who’ve 
long left the site. That’s common 
practice for social media companies, 
Santa Clara University law professor 
Eric Goldman says, adding that many 
networks don’t even disclose their 
data retention policies. That leaves 





Evan Agostini/Invision/AP 


“‘We should tell the stories of 
progress and appeal to people’s 
hearts and minds.” 


So, when an Uber driver on Dec. 
31 struck and killed 6-year-old Sophia 
Liu, the company claimed it played no 
role in the incident. Depending upon 
whether a dashboard light flashed on 
or off, the company claimed, culpability 
rested with a multibillion-dollar entity 
or a sad-sack driver left out on his own: 
“This tragedy did not involve a vehicle 
or provider doing a trip on the Uber 
system, was the company’s legalistic 
response. Through some alchemy, driver 
Syed Muzzafar intermittently transmut- 
ed into the state of being an Uber driver 
and, conveniently for Uber, not one. 


users blithely unaware of the ongoing 
relationship they might have with, say, 
a dating site or a car-hire service, long 
after they thought they‘d left. 

Consumers have few legal avenues 
through which to challenge this prac- 
tice, and seldom does a jilted user sue 
a tech company for untoward use of 
data. In most cases, the burden of 
proof is too arduous, according to Paul 
Stephens, director of policy and advo- 
cacy at the San Diego-based Privacy 
Rights Clearinghouse. 

Goldman has, however, seen a few 
such suits in the online dating world, 
since many sites retain user profiles for 
people who are no longer subscribers 
(the idea being that a vast trove of 
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That’s a loathsome thing that really 
did happen. 


Provided you aren’t charged war 
profiteer prices or menaced by a malevo- 
lent driver in a vehicle that, unlike a cab, 
won't have a camera in it, Uber does a 
damn good job of squiring people from 
Point A to Point B. It is meeting a need. 
And users are willing to pay for this conve- 
nience. They overlook the eventuality 
that, if anything goes wrong, they will be 
left to fend for themselves — and, it 
would seem, gave little thought to what 
this supremely analytical company is do- 
ing with their personal information. 

Last week, belatedly, that changed. 
But, as Rachel Swan’s sidebar to this 
column reveals, breaking up with Uber 
is hard to do. The company subjects 
those hoping to disengage themselves 
from its services to a mind-numbing 
process. It’s ever harder to protect one’s 
personal details, especially when we 
willingly give so much away to whom- 
ever requests it, for whatever end. 

This current imbroglio was sparked 
when one of the world’s smartest, 
most technologically savvy, data-driv- 
en companies was apparently caught 
engaging in old-fashioned revenge 
plotting of the manilla envelope-full- 
of-glossy-photos sort. Uber is a re- 
markably efficient business. But, again, 
this was personal. They’re not so good 
at that. 

A growing number of ex-users 
are doing their best to rain on Uber’s 
parade. It remains to be seen what, if 
anything, this will accomplish. Our 
memories are short. 

And Uber likes the rain. 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 


profiles is a good marketing feature). 
Legislators in Delaware passed a bill in 
July that allows executors to access — 
and terminate — the social media pro- 
files of their loved ones who've died, 
superseding any terms of service 
agreements that the deceased had 
with the networks. Tech companies 
fought tooth and nail to kill it. 

Now other states are contem- 
plating similar laws that would erase 
our spectral presence from the Face- 
books and Googles and Ubers of the 
world. That's heartening, though it 
doesn’t help the rash of consumers 
who tried to kill their Uber account 
last week — and move on with their 
lives. Rachel Swan 
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The things We do tor those We love. 


BY 


Joe Eskenazi 


Brandon R. Reynolds 
Anna Roth 


Emma Silvers 


Giselle Velazquez 


Given the way things are going, 
someday Santa will be remembered as a 
terrifying relic of an archaic age. After all, 
children’s stories used to be about wolves 
that dressed like old women and old 
women who ate children; now they’re 


about talking to the moon or big red dogs. 


In Europe, Santa even once hada side- 
kick: the Krampus, a kind of demon that 
punished the wicked kids by stealing 
them away and whipping the thighs of 
nubile young women with tree branches. 
Frightening tales from a savage time. 
And that’s probably Santa’s fate too. 
Because what tolerance will we have for 
someone who “sees you when you're 
sleeping,” “knows when you're awake,” 
and keeps tabs on (and evaluates the 
morality of) your actions in this, the 
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age of NSA surveillance and heightened 
extrajudicial powers? What sympathy 
would we have for someone coming 
down America’s chimneys without a 
warrant? Soon, wishlists will be re- 
dacted, presents will be pre-shaken by 
the Department of Domestic Gifting, 
and the Constitution will be devoured 
by the fat man along with the cookies. 
That’s the direction this particular myth 
will take. 

And so, eventually, kindly old Saint 
Nick will join the Krampus on whatever 
island he’s using to detain wayward 
children, and one more story will pass 
away. Maybe then and. only then can we 
all face each other in the holiday spirit 
of truth and love and admit that damn, 
you sons of bitches are hard to shop for. 


WOLIDAY 
GUIDE” 
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LIT CHI 


When you re spending 
the holidays ins.F,, it 
doesn thave to get cold 
outside to curlupwitha 
good [local] book. 


By Emma Silvers 


If they read the national news 
about San Francisco, your relatives back 
East probably think you moved to an 
overpriced playground full of Goo- 
gle-Glassed nerds, each and every one of 
us permanently tethered to Twitter, 
pausing only to grab an Uber driven bya 
guy in a startup shirt. 

Okay, so there’s a grain of truth in 
the worst stereotypes about the city. 
But one thing the past few years of 
screechy headlines can’t quite blot out 
is the rich literary history of this place. 
From Jack London to the Lit Crawl, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti to Michelle Tea, 
this is a book lover’s town, and — de- 
spite the gloomy forecast for so many 
brick-and-mortar booksellers staring 
down Amazon — many of our favorite 
literary havens are actually doing quite 
well: Earlier this year, Green Apple 
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Books did the unthinkable and opened 
a second location. 

With that in mind, here are a few 
recent, highly giftable titles from 
local authors — for the folks on your 
shopping list who still prefer reading 
glasses to the Google variety. 


A DEADLY WANDERING 

by Matt Richtel (William Morrow, 
416 pgs) 

New York Times reporter Matt Richtel has 
carved out a niche covering technology, 
and the way it affects our lives, in a dis- 
tinctly human, relatable way. In this ex- 
haustively reported book, the 
S.F.-dwelling writer weaves that exper- 
tise into a compelling narrative following 
a “texting while driving” car crash that 
killed two rocket scientists in 2006, one 
of the first such cases to be tried in court. 
As we watch our protagonist — the col- 
lege student behind the wheel — grapple 
with the meaning of the accident, Richtel 
intersperses his tale with the latest find- 
ings on how tech use is fundamentally 
changing our brains. Maybe a good 
choice if you have a friend who just can’t 
put down that phone? 


THE ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF TROUBLE AND 
OPACIOUSNESS 


by Rebecca Solnit (Trinity 
University Press, 344 pgs) 

If you've read anything in the last five 
years about the gentrification of San Fran- 
cisco, you've probably read Rebecca Solnit. 
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Her lyrical style and skill for placing cur- 
rent events cohesively into historical con- 
text are unparalleled in these parts, and 
while her decrying of evictions and S.F’s 
changing culture may garner the most 
clicks online, it’s when she goes long that 
her distinctive voice really emerges and 
you realize you re in the hands of a master 
storyteller. This essay collection zigzags 
around the world as Solnit takes on cli- 
mate change, art, history, literature, natu- 
ral disasters, and more. 


KING DORK APPROXIMATELY 
by Frank Portman (Delacorte 
Press, 384 pgs) 

Got an angsty young adult in your midst? 
Or, er, a Mr. T Experience fan of any age? 
This book, a sequel to Portman’s rollicking 
2006 journey into the head of a precocious 
teenage boy, will not disappoint. MTX was 
one of Bay Area’s best-loved punk bands 
throughout the 90s, and while contempo- 
raries like Green Day and NOFX have gone 
on to corporate mainstream success, “Dr.” 
Portman seems content with being a punk 
godfather on the one hand anda charm- 
ingly weird YA author on the other. We're 
okay with that too. 


PANORAMA 


by Lee Bruno (Cameron + 
Company, 192 pgs) 

Here’s one for the history buffs: a beauti- 
fully designed coffee-table book featur- 
ing photographs of San Francisco during 
the 1915 Pan-Pacific International Ex- 
position, including Charlie Chaplin, 
Thomas Edison, Henry Ford, Helen 
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Keller, Teddy Roosevelt, and others 
alongside breathtaking panoramic shots 
of the city. The author, Lee Bruno, is the 
great-grandson of Reuben Hale, the man 
responsible for the fair that, 100 years 
ago, put the rough-and-tumble boom- 
town of San Francisco on the world map. 
For the civic-minded, this one’s City 
Hall-approved, complete with a fore- 
word by Mayor Ed Lee. 


PEN AND INK: TATTOOS AND 
THE STORIES BEHIND THEM 


by Isaac Fitzgerald and Wendy 
McNaughton (Bloomsbury, 

144 pgs) 

Sometimes a tattoo is a heartfelt memo- 
rial to a late parent or love lost ... and 
sometimes it’s just a bear riding a skate- 
board, eating pizza, and drinking a beer. 
All kinds are welcome and celebrated in 
this whimsically illustrated ode to S.F’s 
favorite form of body art, written by 
Buzzfeed books editor (and former Rum- 
pus editor) Isaac Fitzgerald, with the 
city’s unofficial illustrator laureate, 
Wendy McNaughton, bringing intricate 
ink to life on the page. 


O LISTEN ALL 
YE FAITHEUL 


The greatest gift you 
can cobble together is 
the gift of the playlist. 


By Giselle Velazquez 


“To be alone in winter is 
death!,” wails the beautiful, doomed 
Mimi in Puccini’s opera La Bohéme, just 
two acts before consumption drains the 
life out of her. And that’s why we send 
Christmas mixtapes. 

Nobody likes feeling alone at the best 
of times, and sometimes the holidays, 
with their forced cheer and huge bills, 
can be the very worst of times. Love, 
hate, happiness or humor — why say 
it with a card when you can say it with 
a playlist? For a party-pleasing mix, 
stick with the Golden Age of Christmas 
Music, which is anything made between 
0 and 1970 AD — anything after is 
painfully tongue-in-cheek. Scattered 
throughout this issue we offer some op- 
tions for nearly every holiday occasion. 
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Tuition-Free 


Public Charter High School 


Located in Bayview! 


¢ Safe, gated location at the Gloria R. 


Davis building 


¢ Onsite teachers with online courses 


¢ Transportation available to/from 


Glen Park BART Station 


san francisco | flex academy 


FLEXSF.ORG | 415.762.8804 


1195 HUDSON AVE, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94124 
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ITS CHRISTMAS DAY! 


now what? 


Shoot, the mall is closed. Maybe 
the library? ... closed. Surely the post of- 
fice is ... closed. What the hell is there to 
do after tearing open the presents? 


CONTEMPORARY 
JEWISH MUSEUM 


The CJM knows its audience, and that 
audience doesn't have a whole lot going 
on Christmas Day. The annual Commu- 
nity Day includes free admission, art ac- 
tivities for families, and musical 
performances by The Pop-Ups, a Gram- 
my-nominated band that knows every- 
thing is better with puppets. 

736 Mission St., 655-7800, thecjm.org 


GOLD CLUB 


Forget any Bukowski-esque fantasies 
about wallowing in decrepitude. If it’s 
Christmas Day and you are utterly 
alone, at least the Gold Club has 

nice ladies to talk to and 
beef sliders. Don’t show 
up empty-handed, 
though: The dancers 
are working on 
Christmas Day, and 

not even a Grinch 
would be stingy with 
the $5 bills. 

650 Howard St., 536- 
0300, goldclubsf.com 


KUNG PAO KOSHER 
COMEDY 


Showcasing Jewish comedians at — 
where else? — a Chinese restaurant, Kung 
Pao Kosher Comedy has been a holiday 
tradition for 22 years. This year’s head- 
liner is Jeremy Hotz, who has appeared 
frequently on television and has also faced 
much prejudice for being Canadian. 
koshercomedy.com 






Holiday Playlist from p14 


FOR THAT RACIST COUSIN 


¢ “Feliz Navidad,” José Feliciano 

¢ “Christmas Eve,” Tatsuro Yamashita 
¢ “Hanukkah Snowman,” Phranc 

- “Happy Kwanzaa,” Teddy 
Pendergrass 

- “Santa Claus is a Black Man,” Akim 
and Teddy Van 


TOO HOT FOR BABY JESUS 
(ADULT JESUS ADMITTED 
WITH VALID 1D) 


- “Santa Claus (Got Stuck in My 
Chimney), Ella Fitzgerald 
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OLD MANDARIN ISLAMIC 
RESTAURANT 


Chinese food on Christmas is a tradition 
for anyone whose faith isn’t compatible 
with a big guy sliding down chimneys. Old 
Mandarin’s Northern Chinese food is ha- 
lal, and bubbling hot pot is a specialty. 
With grub like this, who needs fruitcake? 
3132 Vicente St., 564-3481 





PIER 39 


Having anything open on Christmas Day 
is Pier 39’s gift to San Francisco; other- 
wise, freezing tourists would stagger 
straight into the bay while scavenging for 
overpriced fleece sweaters. Most shops 
will be closed, but many restaurants are 
open, and of course sea lions do not recog- 
nize the ephemeral holidays of man. 
pier39.com 


OAN FRANCISCO Z00 


The zoo is open 365 days a year, and de- 
spite the tragic death of 16-month- 


?} old gorilla Kabibe earlier this 


month, there are still plenty 
of baby animals to cure any 
lingering Christmas dol- 
drums. Swing by the gi- 
raffes and red panda 
enclosures for maximum 
cuteness. 
sfzoo.org 


Z~ ST. MARK’S 
we" LUTHERAN CHURCH 


No, Christmas isn’t Jesus’ real 
birthday — those disciples never quite got 
around to jotting down J.C’s b-day. But it’s 
a perfect time to remember his lessons on 
love and compassion, and the LGBT- 
friendly St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is just 
the place to drop in for worship (10 a.m.) 
or just some quiet reflection in the pews. 
1111 O'Farrell St., 928-7770, 
stmarks-sf.org 


- “Dear Santa (Bring Mea Man This 
Christmas),” The Weather Girls 

- “Christmas Tree,” Lady Gaga 

- “Santa Claus Needs Some Lovin” 
Albert King 

¢ “Back Door Santa,” Clarence Carter 


RAINBOW CHRISTMAS 

- “It Really Is a Wonderful Life,” 

The Indigo Girls 

- “My First Xmas as a Woman,” 

The Vandals 

- “Homo Christmas,’ Pansy Division 
- “Silent Dyke,” Venus Envy www.visitid.org, 
- “Coming Out for Christmas,” 

San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus >> 16 
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YOU FORGOT 10 BUY A GIFT, 


YOU CHEAP BASTARD 





Need alast-minute, inexpensive present? No problem. You bastard. 


By Joe Eskenazi 
Who hasn’t found himself 


roaming aimlessly up and down the blin- 
dingly bright aisles of a chain drugstore 
at 3 a.m. before a major holiday ponder- 
ing just what the hell to pick up fora 
loved one? 

At this hour, the temptation to give 
in and purchase a gag gift is strong: 
“How about a bedpan?” your wastrel 
buddy suggests. How indeed. 

This sort of foolishness can be 
avoided, though, by more considerate 
sorts of foolishness. There are places 
to obtain cheap, last-minute gifts for 
loved ones you'd prefer stay loved. 


ALEMANY FLEA MARKET 


Well, you may yet find a bedpan at this 
every-Sunday, city-run flea market. Or 
any number of antiques, “funktiques,” 
furniture, and copious amounts of bric- 
a-brac. You will find both odds and ends. 
You will find old books. You will find 
oddities such as maps of Australia in Cy- 
rillic. This is indeed the place for people 
who desire stuff of that sort. Perhaps the 
only place. 

100 Alemany Blvd., 647-9423, sfgsa.org/ 
index.aspx?page=1059 


AMBASSADOR TOYS 


At this West Portal shop you can find 
plenty of the classy, wooden toys liked by 
children and loved by their parents. 
There’s also an amazing section of nos- 
talgic old-school toys that you might 
have played with as a child before grow- 
ing up and fighting in the Korean War 
(metallic roadsters, metallic robots, me- 
tallic U-boats). And, if that’s not enough, 
you ll find plenty of figurines, LEGOs, 
educational toys, little trains, and other 
timeless staples of childhood. 

2 Embarcadero Center #6, 345-8697, am- 
bassadortoys.com 


Holiday Playlist from p15 


YOU NEGLIGENT 
MONSTER 


- “Please Daddy, Don’t Get Drunk 
This Christmas,’ John Denver 


“A Junky’s Christmas,” William S. 


Burroughs 

¢ “Christmas Eve Can Kill You,” 

The Everly Brothers 

- “Santa Got a DWI,” Sherwin Linton 
¢ “Christmas In Jail,” 

The Youngsters 
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CITY BEER STORE 


This Folsom Street cellar is something 
of a Valhalla for those with a hankering 
for beer. Craig and Beth Wathen have 
been mopping up the drool of entranced 
visitors who stand, agape, ogling the 
wall of brews within. Have a few, enjoy a 
bite to eat, and pick up an assortment 
of exotic beers to disseminate to worthy 
recipients. 

1168 Folsom St. #101, 503-1033, 
citybeerstore.com 


COLE HARDWARE 


Purchasing power tools for a friend or 
lover is dicey, and not everyone enjoys 
being pointed in the direction of manual 
labor. But there’s more to be had here 
than saws, plumbing equipment, or 
lighting fixtures. Cole Hardware has a 
full array of soaps, lotions and potions, 
toys, decorative doo-dads, and stuff for 
your dog. No doggie power tools, sadly. 
colehardware.com 


DAISO 


This vast warehouse of low-priced Japa- 
nese houseware, trinkets, and other 
adorable crap also doubles as an exciting 
game when one tries to read the packag- 
ing for the decorative ice trays, sake sets, 
or piggy banks (“saving boxes”). Hell, 
this place is a saving box. You can wander 
in with a $10 bill, buy gifts for the entire 
family, and leave with change. Kawaii! 
daisojapan.com 


GAMESHOP CLASSIC 


If you can look past the ever-present fog, 
the far reaches of Taraval isn’t an ethe- 
real place. It’s a very earthbound, up-for- 
business, residential sector of this city. 
And perhaps that’s why one of our most 
comprehensive videogame nostalgia 
shops opened up here. GameShop Clas- 
sic is just what you think it is: a reposi- 
tory of videogame lore and a chance to 


FROM CHRISTMAS 
TO ARMAGEDDON 


¢ “Don’t Believe in Christmas,” 
The Sonics 

¢ “Stripper Christmas Summer 
Weekend,” GWAR 

¢ “Christmas Night of the Living 
Dead,” MxPx 

¢ “Christmas With the Devil,” 
Spinal Tap 

“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen,” 
Dio with Tony Iommi 
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purchase a piece of one’s youth. And, per- 
haps, give it as a gift. Or keep it. 

2101 Taraval St., 242-9990, facebook. 
com/gameshop.classic 


GREEN APPLE BOOKS 


Here’s the small, locally owned business 
you can shop at not because of those 
bona fides but just because it’s a hell of a 
store. Whether it’s a new or used book or 
literary ephemera or the sorts of things 
NPR listeners put onto their refrigera- 
tors, you ll do well here. 

506 Clement St., 387-2272, 
greenapplebooks.com 


LOVED TO DEATH 


For all your last-minute taxidermy 
needs, look no further. Cast fetal skulls 
for $60 can be had here, as can taxider- 
mied alligator heads ($25), blowfish 
($8), and glass eyes for as little as $24. A 
touch of the macabre, and at low, low 
prices to boot. 

1681 Haight St., lovedtodeath.com 


OUCKSHOP HAIGHT STREET 
Why yes! The Frida Kahlo socks do reveal 
her monobrow. We are, assuredly, living 
through the golden age of humorous 
socks. You may wonder how a sock-only 
store stays in business these days. The 
answer: volume. 

1742 Haight St., 386-5400, 
sockshoponhaight.com 


X-PRESS PRINTS 


If you find yourself out in the Excelsior 
and you need that $5 Giants shirt — 
well, here you go. For the price of a draft 
beer, one can obtain not only shirts but 
ballcaps and beanies. Owner Alfred 
Palma will also custom-print the novelty 
shirt, Giants or otherwise, of your choos- 
ing. There’s no website (yet), but Palma 
promises $5 caps every day of the year at 
4537 Mission. 


YOU HAVE NOBODY THIS 
CHRISTMAS AND WILL 
PROBABLY DIE ALONE 


¢ ‘Just a Lonely Christmas,” 

The Moonglows 

- “Another Lonely Christmas,” Prince 
- “What Do The Lonely Do At 
Christmas?,” The Emotions 

- “Lonely Christmas Call,” George 
Jones 

¢ “Call Collect on Christmas,” 


Del McCoury > p17 





HOLIDAY SPIRITS 


Be the life of any party with one of these new 
local boozes. 


By Anna Roth 


MOSSW000 BARREL-AGED 
WHISKEY [$43.99] 


Started on Treasure Island but moving 
into bigger digs in Berkeley soon, this 
local American-style distillery makes 
light whiskey, meaning it’s distilled at a 
higher proof than usual. Mosswood’s 
real secret, though, is in its aging: The 
whiskey sits in barrels that used to 
house things like Germain-Robin Apple 
Brandy and Blue Bottle coffee, resulting 
in sweet blends that have whispers of 
other flavors like the ghosts of Christ- 
mases past. 

drinkmosswood.com 


SEVEN STILLS 
WHISKEY ($35.99) 


For those who want a truly local prod- 
uct, the newish Seven Stills is doing 
all of its distilling in San Francisco. 

Right now the repertoire only in- 
cludes a couple of whiskeys anda 
vodka, but by using ingredients like 
Pacific Brewing Labs Double IPA, 
Smoked Chocolate Oatmeal Stout, 
called White Christmas), a 


and non-GMO corn, the spirits the 
white whiskey distilled from | —Brx\ 


distillery is making are something 
Anchor Brewing’s annual f ’ 


special. 
sevenstillsofsf.com 
Christmas ale. Each year’s 
batch is slightly different: 


dea SPIRITWORKS: 
aera Ale eas BARREL-AGED GIN ($50) 


spicy, slightly floral whis- Fans of Dutch genever and 
key. Anchor also recently re- other hearty gins will appreci- 
leased an Old Tom gin, a ate Sonoma’s Spiritworks’ first 
sweeter style of gin good for barrel-aged gin, an amber liquid 
cocktails, and you can never go distilled from California Red winter 
wrong showing up with a magnum of wheat. It works especially well in cock- 
2014 Christmas Ale. tails, says Clark, because it adds the 
anchordistilling.com woody notes of whiskey without the 
smoke. The female-run distillery also 
JARDESCA APE RTIVA makes one of the only sloe gins in 
($28.99) 


the country made from whole sloe 
Impress your guests (or hosts!) 


berries. 
spiritworksdistillery.com 
by starting off the meal with 
this herbaceous, wine- 


ased aperitif from former a1 GEORGE SPIRITS: 
an sa riot eae APPLE BRANDY (S60) 


Duggan McDonnell. It’s The Bay Area’s biggest distillery 
made in Sonoma from Cali- continues to turn out great 
fornia grapes, and its bo- products, including a new apple 
tanicals include pink brandy made with fruit sourced 
peppercorn, grapefruit from an orchard within 150 
peel, and bay laurel. Serve miles of the Alameda headquar- 
it on the rocks, blended ters. Its honey and cinnamon 
with Prosecco, muddled flavors should cut through any 
with mint, or with soda postprandial slump, but if 

and a splash of grapefruit brandy doesn’t do it for you, 
juice — and the pretty, flow- Clark suggests looking out for the 
er-adorned bottle ensures that you distillery’s new aged agricole rum or 
don’t even need to gift-wrap it. harder-to-find single-malt whiskey. 
jardesca.com stgeorgespirits.com 


If you’re friends with 
discerning drinkers, there are few 
nicer things to bring over to their 
house during the holidays than a high- 
quality bottle of local booze — 
especially something that they 
wouldn’t buy for themselves. 
(Conversely, if your hosts are less picky 
about their spirits than you are, 
bringing your own bottle will ensure 
that you have some of the good stuff 
to drink.) We asked Chris Clark, of 
celebrated FiDi bottle shop Cask, 
which new local releases he’s excited 
about this season. All should be 
available at Bay Area shops like Cask, 
K&L Wine Merchants, Healthy Spirits, 
D&M, Alchemy Bottle Shop, and more; 
check out the distillers’ websites for 
individual bottle info. 


ANCHOR DISTILLING'S 
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 
($49.95) 


Last year marked the first in a 
now-annual experiment of 
Christmas Spirit (formerly 
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ON THE 
MARKET 


Ah, holiday shopping. Whether 
you ve been making itemized spread- 
sheets of friends and family members’ 
tastes and needs since August or you be- 
long to the school of “Oh shit, I better see 
if there are any bulk candy canes left at 
Walgreens,” there’s always something 
stressful about standing in a crowded 
store, staring down that list of names 
while endless Christmas music plays ona 
loop and cranky children have melt- 
downs in the aisles around you. 

Your best bet? Avoid the mall 
entirely. Luckily, the Bay Area is jam- 
packed with craft fairs and pop-up 
markets this time of year, allowing 
you to support local artists and find a 
unique piece of art/jewelry/keepsake 
even Aunt Edna will like. 


oF ETSY INDIE 
HOLIDAY EMPORIUM 


Like shopping Etsy online, only you get to 
(have to?) interact with real people — 
among them, Etsy employees and their 
artsy friends. This market promises more 
than 200 local artisans and “small-batch 
food vendors,” all taking over Pier 35 at 
the Embarcadero. 

11 a.m.- 5 p.m., Nov. 29-30, 
sfetsy.blogspot.com 


EL MERCADO 


This food- 
ie-friendly market 
from the folks at 
La Cocina, in part- 
nership with Noise 
Pop and Do415, 
brings together lo- 
cal artisans and 
street food ven- 
dors for a holiday 
extravaganza at 
Ghirardelli Square. 
It runs all weekend, but Friday night — “O, 
Mole Night” — sounds like the winner, 
with local big-name chefs cooking up every 
variety of the Mexican dish imaginable. 
Times vary, Dec. 5-7, elmercadosf.com 


WEST COAST CRAFT 


If you're shopping for snowed-in relatives 
who need a jolt of sunshine, you'll find it 
here, at the Herbst Pavilion at Fort Mason. 
WCCis an annual showcase of designers, 
artists, and craftspeople “inspired by the 
mood and aesthetics of the West Coast 





| 
Rymee Trobau 
from South at 
SF Jazz 





lifestyle.” So, really beautiful boxes to store 
your weed in? Probably in abundance. 
10 a.m.-6 p.m., Dec. 6-7, westcoastcraft.com 


smart one-stop shopping. 
1l1a.m.-6 p.m., Dec. 13, 14, 20, 21, 23, 24, 
telegraphfair.com 


MISFIT TOY FACTORY 


If you like to see how the sausage — er, fine 
art — gets made, this is the market for you. 
This fourth annual “live artmaking” event, 
brought to you by the arts organization 
Root Division, will see more than 40 artists 
making one-of-a-kind sculptures, toys, and 
other gifts on the spot at the nonprofit’s 
gallery space on one night only. Best of all? 
Everything made will be sold for just $40. 
6:30 p.m. Dec. 13, rootdivision.org 


KPFA CRAFTS FAIR 


The best way we can think of to support 
public radio and local artists at the same 
time, the KPFA Crafts Fair brings more 
than 200 jury-selected local designers and 
craftspeople together for one weekend. 
After 20 years in S.F, this year’s event re- 
turns to the East Bay, taking over the 
Craneway Pavilion in Richmond with ce- 
ramics, beadwork, paper goods, and more. 
10.a.m.-5 p.m., Dec, 20-21, 
kpfa.org/craftsfair 



























Holiday Playlist from p16 


OF MADE HOLIDAY GIFT FAIR 
This holiday tradition, full of fierce local 
pride in its fourth year, just keeps grow- 


ing. DIY workshops, games, and demos 


-“O Holy Child,” Dusty Springfield 
¢ “Oi to the World,” The Vandals 

¢ “Child of God,” Bobby Darin 
-“O Come, All Ye Faithful,” 
Mahalia Jackson 

¢ “Children Go Where I Send 
Thee,” San Francisco Gay Men’s 
Chorus 


- “Someday at Christmas,” 
Stevie Wonder 

- “Santa Claus, Go Straight To 
the Ghetto,” James Brown 

- “3 Mamacita, Donde Esta Santa 
Claus?,” Augie Rios 

- “The Little Boy That Santa 
Claus Forgot,” Nat King Cole 

- “Christmas Tears,” Freddy King 


Hotcakes Design 
at SF Made 2013 


pleyynos jyar 


complement tables upon tables of hand- 
made crafts from more than 40 different 
local makers each day, all taking over the 
Fleet Room at the Fort Mason Center for 
a weekend. 

11a.m.-6 p.m., Dec. 13-14, sfmade.org 


TELEGRAPH AVENUE 
HOLIDAY STREET FAIR 


Per tradition, starting Dec. 13 and continu- 
ing through Christmas Eve, every weekend 
day (and some last-minute weekdays) will 
see Telegraph Avenue closed to cars be- 
tween Dwight and Bancroft, while vendors 
come out to sell clothes, crafts, jewelry, 
household wares, soaps, candles, you name 
it. If you don’t mind your clothes smelling a 
bit like incense for the rest of the day, this is 


¢ “Green Chri$tma$,” Stan Freberg 
- “3 Mamacita, Donde Esta Santa 
Claus?,” Guster 

¢ “Riu Riu Chiu,” The Monkees 


- “Feliz Navidad,” Boney M 
¢ “It’s the Most Wonderful Time 
of the Year,” Andy Williams >) 18 
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SUCKER PUNCH OF LOVE 


For everyone else, there are oddities. 
By Brandon R. Reynolds 


against the employees! Best of all is to 
get to say “Marbles the Brain Store” 
In the menagerie of gift-giving, 
there’s the mythical “person who has 
everything” who is impossible to shop 
for (solution: Give them love; it’s as 
cheap and abundant as natural gas, and 
has ruined just as many small towns as 
fracking). There’s the person who loves 
everything, for whom it’s just a matter 
of sticking a U2 CD ina colorful bag. 
And then, somewhere in the middle, 
there’s a sort of vortex for those people 
who have good taste — they really do! 
— and like things — lots of things! — 
but who are really difficult to shop for. 
They’re so up on music or woodworking 
or grilling that they'll buy whatever 
they want before you can get to it. So 
what do you get them? The X-gift. 

The X-gift is the bizarre choice. It’s 
the lightning strike on a clear day. It’s 
surprising, it’s different, and you sure 
didn’t see it coming. It’s the sucker 
punch of thoughtfulness. Here, some 
options for your inscrutable friend. 


MARBLES THE BRAIN STORE 


A place for toys and games to make you 
smarter — hand-eye, memory, critical 
thinking, and so on. Plus you can play 


A GIFT ... 
FROM THE DEPTH 
OF THE SEAT 


San Francisco s version of holiday hamis crab. 
And Dungeness seasonis uponus. 


845 Market St. in Westfield mall, 
278-0438, marblesthebrainstore.com 


PAXTON GATE 


The marketplace for the intriguing and 
weird for probably hundreds of years, 
Paxton Gate is like the parlor of an ad- 
venturer-scientist in some old pulp. 
Only everything’s for sale, from 
mounted insects to more esoteric 
needs, like a dried sleeping bat ($65), 
badger foot kilt pin ($200), or the 
glass eye of a tiger ($10.25). 
Buy ‘em something that'll 
stare back at them. 

824 Valencia St., 824-1872, 
paxtongate.com 


THE SUCCULENCE 


Not an out-and-out strange 
place like some of the others 
on this list, The Succu- 
lence nevertheless is a 
slam-dunk. Look, every- 
one likes plants, but 
people kill them, so they 
say they don’t. Succu- 
lents are very forgiving, 


By Anna Roth 


that crack-and-twist technique, and 
gather ye crustaceans while ye may. 


99 RANCH MARKET 


A trip to this bustling Asian supermarket 
is always an adventure — as a bonus, it 
usually has tank upon tank of fresh crabs 
at solid prices. 

250 Skyline Plaza, Daly City, (650) 992- 
8899, 99ranch.com 

Pacific East Mall, 3288 Pierce St. #99, 
Richmond, (510) 558-2120 


ALIOTO-LAZIO FISH CO. 


San Franciscans have been buying crabs 
at this female-owned and -operated sea- 
food market on Fisherman’s Wharf for 
more than 70 years. 

440 Jefferson, 673-5868, crabonline.com 


San Francisco, ever the icono- 
clast, may not have the markers of the im- 
pending winter that the rest of the 
country enjoys, but one thing reliably 
ushers in the holiday months: the open- 
ing of Dungeness crab season. Around 
early to mid-November, crab boats are fi- 
nally allowed to head out into the ocean to 
scoop up as many fat, sweet Dungeness 
crabs as they can to sell to hungry seafood 
lovers all around the Bay Area. Perhaps 
that’s why offering steamed, cracked crab 
at the holiday table is more of a tradition 
around these parts than ham or even tur- 
key in some circles. Though crab season 
technically extends into the spring, most 
of the haul will be brought in by the end of 
the year, so roll up your sleeves, perfect 
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over and over after you present the gift. 





















and come in just a hallucinogenic variety 


of colors and forms and pointynesses. 
402 Cortland Ave., 282-2212, 
thesucculence.com 


UPPER PLAYGROUND 


The art and clothing shop puts out 
T-shirts that are not going to be found 
elsewhere, many by S.F. artist Jeremy 


Fish. Favorites are the hoodies and tees 


sporting illustrations based on mari- 
juana strains — Sour Diesel for Dad, 
AK-47 for Mom. 

220 Fillmore St., 861-1960, upperplay- 
ground.com 


WOOT BEAR 


A shop for collectible toys in 
that zone of popular art 
between the adorable 


Bear is the storefront of 


Kozik’s studio, and home 
to many of his unpredict- 
able, huggable visions. 

Smoking rabbit? 
147 Clement St., 702- 
9602, wootbear.com 


Dead Kozik Bust 


FISHLINE.COM 


Find crabs you can buy straight off the 
fishing boat at ports around the Bay Area, 
including mothership Half Moon Bay. 
Also comes as an iOS and Android app. 
fishline.com 


GOOD EGGS 


If you don’t mind paying a little more, this 
online grocery store will deliver cooked, 
cleaned, and cracked crabs from small lo- 
cal fishermen to your front door. 
goodeggs.com 


NEW MAY WAH 


This Inner Richmond Asian supermarket 
usually has some of the cheapest crabs 
around, and you can stock up on the rest 
of your groceries there too. 

707 Clement, 221-9826 


OUN FAT SEAFOOD 


This Mission seafood market is beloved 
by locals and chefs for its varied selection, 
commitment to freshness, and great cus- 
tomer service. 

2687 Mission, 282-9339, sunfatseafood.com 


TOKYO FISH MARKET 


It’s not quite the famed Tsukiji Fish 
Market in Tokyo, but this Berkeley mart 
has a wide selection of fresh seafood (and 
is conveniently located near the Takara 
Sake brewery). 

1220 San Pablo Ave., (510) 524-7243, 
tokyofish.net 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THECALENDAR ARTS &CULTURE EAT 


and the unsettling, Woot 


music-poster legend Frank 





MUSIC 


LUNAR EXPLORATION 


Remind them of you with a giftin tune with the tides. 
ENCLOSED 


Where all the givers of magazines and 
cheeses fear to tread, there go you: a 
panties of the month club. The gift that 
reminds its recipients that every time 
they gird their loins, their loins have been 
girded because of thee. Attractive and 
downright ambitious knickers (starting 
at $50/month) in all sizes and names 
(Peach Basket, Moon Cake, Lady Fingers, 
none edible) say what you've been trying 
to say through all these other subscrip- 
tions: I want to have sex with you. 
theenclosed.com 


GREEN APPLE BOOKS 


Like a book club for one, you'll get a new 
title from Green Apple every month, a 
delightful way to one-up those folks 
with mere magazine subscriptions. 
greenapplebooks.com 


. MODIFY WATCHES 


This swatchian company offers 

interchangeable watch faces and 

bands, and the Mod-of-the- 

Month-club sends an exclusive 

watch out every month ($99 for 
three months), which is a lot 
of timekeeping. 
modifywatches.com 


THREE BABES BAKESHOP 


Supposing you want to one-up that friend 
who only sends gifts monthly, and also 
you love to send pies, well, here you are: a 
pie subscription service that comes once a 
week or once every other week ($41.99- 
$49.99 per order, plus a bit more if you 
want them delivered). Three Babes shows 
up at farmers markets and fairs, but these 
are off-menu pies, meaning you re order- 
ing secrets, too. 

threebabesbakeshop.com 


TURNTABLE KITCHEN 


Like a frighteningly hip coffee shop for 

one, you will find yourself in possession 

of 12 ounces of seasonal fresh-roast 
from Sightglass Coffee, plus a 7-inch vi- 
nyl of some crazy band or other, every 

month ($25.99-$75.99). Hang some art 
for sale on your kitchen walls and 


By Brandon R. Reynolds 


The recurring gift is the most 
quietly insistent of presents. Give some- 
one a magazine subscription and you're 
essentially saying, “I bet every month 
you need something to read for a day or 
two.’ And so, every month, there you'll 
be, stacked up on the coffee table or be- 
hind the toilet. It gets even more cycli- 
cally intimate when you sign somebody 
up for an “of the month” club. “Eat of 
this salami and think of me,’ it says. It’s 
as though your ghostly presence walks 
through the door once a month witha 
box and declares that we'll all be enjoy- 
ing an assortment of stinky cheeses for a 
few days. It’s really a strange kind of pe- 
riodic behavior modification you're 
foisting upon your loved ones. 
There’s a wonderful logic 
to these kinds of gifts for the 
shut-in or the friend who 
needs to be jabbed by mem- 
ories of you. And like any in- 
dustry, there are big players in 
the “of the month” game: wine, 
beer, cheese, bacon. But here 
well reach a little farther, 
look for those less-con- 
ventional gifts to send to 
one’s door. In the interests 
of keeping things local, these are all San 
Francisco companies (plus one in the 
East Bay), so even the postmark will 
remind the receiver of you and your 
intermittent affections. 


ANGEL CAKES 


The fancy cupcake trend has, like de- 
mocracy itself, spread from elite bou- 
tiques to food trucks on street corners to 
the very homes of America. With this 
East Bay bakery, you get six to 24 cup- 
cakes delivered around the bay ($22- 
$50, plus $5 for S.F. delivery) in seasonal 
flavors like Almond Apricot Caramel or 
Dark Chocolate Bourbon. 
angelcakessf.com 


ARGOZ 


Socks! Everybody loves socks! 
Everybody needs socks! Don’t go 








December's 
Mod-of-the-Month 









out to buy socks! Make socks you re ready to go. 
come to you! Two pairs! $25! turntablekitchen.com/product/curat- 
argoz.com ed-coffee-vinyl-pairing 


Holiday Playlist from p17 


ONUGGLING BY THE FIRE ... 
OR SPACE HEATER 


- “Baby It’s Cold Outside,” 
Rufus Wainwright 


DRUNK ON EGGNOG, 
YOU CRANK THE VOLUME 


- “Merry Christmas (I Don’t Want To 
Fight Tonight),” The Ramones 

¢ “White Christmas,” Stiff Little 
Fingers 

¢ “Grandpa’s Last X-Mas,” 

The Vandals 

- “Merry Christmas,’ Wesley Willis 

¢ “Fuck Christmas,” Fear 


¢ “Warm December,” Julie London 
- “Tt Won't Cool Off,” Dean Martin 
- “Merry Christmas Baby,” 

Otis Redding 

¢ “All I Want for Christmas is You,” 
Mariah Carey 
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CHRISTMAS B. DEMENTED 


John Waters on the holiday season, hitmen, and the one gift you should never 


buy for anyone. 


By Laura Jaye Cramer 


He’s been called the Prince of 
Puke and he’s been called the Pope of 
Trash. But for the past few years, John 
Waters has been working on becoming the 
Duke of ... Christmas? 

It may seem strange, but the cre- 
ative genius behind some of the most 
shocking and evocative films of all time 
is a sucker for the winter holiday — so 
much so that this year he gears up for 
another round of his annual show, A 
John Waters Christmas, which comes 
soon to Napa and (a sold-out) San 
Francisco. 


SF Weekly: Is the i 
show about your expe- 
riences with Christmas 
or about Christmas in 
general? 

John Waters: It’s every- 
thing about my obses- 
sion with Christmas. 
About how you can’t 
avoid it, about how it 
can make you crazy, 
or happy, or horny, or 
mental, or psychotic — 
anything it can make you, 
rll be there to help you . 
with. t he 

It sounds like you 
enjoy Christmas. 

I love it! Except for 
me, Christmas now is 
like being the fat man. I 
work Christmas. I don’t 
play Santa Claus, but I 
work because | do this 
tour every year. I’ve 
been doing it for years. 

I think I started it for 
the very first time in 
San Francisco. 


So in the show 
you'll talk about 
what you like about 
Christmas... 

Well, Pll talk about 
what I hate about it and 
what I love about it. 
There’s not a moment 
of Christmas talk that 
will go untouched. 


What are 
some things that 
you hate about 
Christmas? 

Well, there are 
certain things 
— proper ways 
to give people 
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presents. There’s things you should nev- 
er do. You should never give gift cards 
unless it’s in Bitcoins for the third Silk 
Road. The second Silk Road just got shut 
down, I read, so I don’t know how I’m 
supposed to pay for hit men for Christ- 
mas this year. 


All right. Gift cards are bad, 
Bitcoins are good. What's the 
worst present you've ever gotten? 

The soundtrack to Rocky. I threw 
it out of the window of a high rise — 
which is not very smart to do because 

you could kill somebody that way. And 
what a terrible way to be killed, by a 
flying Rocky LP. 


a\ What about the best 

r presents? What are those? 
The best presents are books, 

and San Francisco is one of the 

best book towns in the 

world. It’s very easy 
to find me a great 
present in San 

Francisco. 


If you're 
always on 
the road with 
your show for 
Christmas, do 
you still deco- 
rate your house? 
I do! Actually Ido! 1 
have an electric chair 
from [the 1974 film] 
Female Trouble that 
[I] decorate like a 
Christmas tree. And 
I used to even put 
one of the legs [of 
it] in a Christmas 
bucket with water, 
but I’m not as surreal 
these days. 

It’s always a good 
idea to have Christ- 
mas decorations that 
people have made 
you. My mom used to 
needlepoint me stuff, 
I have Christmas 

decorations that [the 
actor] Divine gave 
me, I have Christ- 
mas decorations 
that are Christmas 
balls with hideous 
relatives glued on 
them. Ugly pictures 
of family? That’s 
always a great way 
to have a great 
Christmas — to 
find the worst 





Greg Gorman et 
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pictures of your relatives. I mean ones 
that you like! I don’t mean in a negative 
way. Get each person to get the worst 
picture they have of themself and then 
put it on a Christmas ball. It’s funny! 

I have a Unabomber birdhouse that 
I decorate. ... My sister-in-law made me 
an S&M wreath that covers the door and 
kind of snags your clothes. Yeah, I go all 
out on Christmas. 


What about other holidays? 

No, I don’t decorate for any of them. 
I mean, I go to my sister’s for Thanksgiv- 
ing. I hate Easter. 


Why do you hate Easter? 

Because of the rotten Easter Bunny. 
That’s just another way to humiliate 
women, to make them play the Easter 
Bunny in a mall. It’s never a man. And 
they don’t even wash their filthy outfits. 
There’s even a website — or there used 
to be — with women complaining about 
what it’s like to be the Easter Bunny. Did 
you know that it’s so hot that they vom- 
it inside that head when they’re talking 
to your child? 


That's terrifying. But do you 
think that they wash the Santa 
Claus outfits more? 

I bet they do, because when some of 
the children that sit on him, they, you 
know, they wet themselves and puke 
and everything. With the Easter Bun- 
ny — even children don’t go for that. 
They know that it’s fake. You know, I 
think the Easter Bunny just sits there 
without that much traffic. I think they 
should have the Tooth Fairy sitting on a 
throne. Why don’t they even have that? 
I think the Tooth Fairy should take the 
place [of the Easter Bunny] and give out 
candy. That way your teeth would fall 
out quicker. 


Did you go to the mall when 
you were a kid and sit on Santa's 
lap? 

Oh, yeah. Sure I did. I always remem- 
ber in our neighborhood we had — on 
Christmas Eve we would go down and we 
would decorate the tree in our communi- 
ty and Santa would come at the end. But 
I could see it was the neighbor! I knew 
him! I could hear his voice! That really 
ruined it. They would say, “Oh! It’s San- 
ta!” And I would say, “No it’s not! That’s 
Mr. Schroeder, that’s the neighbor!” He 
always seemed drunk, too. He probably 
was. 


“A John Waters Christmas” 


8 p.m. Dec. 6 at City Winery, 1030 Main 
St., Napa. $45-$65; citywinery.com 
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GOLDEN GATE PARK 





Are you free 
Friday night? 


We are. 
November 28 - 6-8:30 pm 


Don't miss your last chance to experience Friday Nights 
at the de Young this season! This vibrant evening 
features live performances by Campo Santo, a closing 
reception for Artist-in-Residence and Global Fellow 
Leonard Tebegetu, interviews by Tim Sullivan of the TV 
show What Is Art? LIVE], in-gallery performances by 
Fauxnique/Monique Jenkinson, and an in-gallery talk by 
Gregory Stock on Keith Haring. 


= Conversation with CJ Grossman about the Bullycide 
Project and community responses to prevent bullying 


= Mixed-media art-making stations 


Fees apply for permanent collection and special exhibition galleries, dining, and cocktails. 


deyoungmuseum.org/fridays #FridayNightsDY 


Education and public programs 
presented in conjunction with 
Keith Haring: The Political Line 
are sponsored by Holly Johnson 
Harris and Parker Harris and by 
Wells Fargo. 


Season Sponsor 


@) HansonBridgett 


Additional Support 
San Francisco 
KORET  Auiitiary of the 


FOUNDATION Fine Arts Museums 


San Francisco Chronicle 


Keith Haring, Andy Mouse, 1985. Acrylic and oil on canvas. Private Collection. Keith Haring artwork © Keith Haring Foundation 
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SALON . mel 
2867 Mission Street 
San Francisco 
415 655 9779 


Beauty Supply 
956 Market Street 


San Francisco 
415 928 1049 


Good Morning 


Footwork 
Tuesday, 
Kinky Boots 


the _ 


Fri11/28 | Dance 


NO CRACKED NUTS 
ON THIS STAGE 


For those looking for an alternative to 
the visions of sugar plums prancing on 
every stage each December, ODC/Dance 
presents the 28th season of its holiday 
ballet, The Velveteen Rabbit, at the 
Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Based 
on Margery Williams’ story of a stuffed 
rabbit’s transformation into a real rabbit 
through the power of a boy’s love, chore- 
ographer KT Nelson’s rendition features 
the magnificent athleticism of the ODC 
dancers in conjunction with the talents 
of 10 children from the ODC School. 
With music by Benjamin Britten anda 
voiceover by Geoff Hoyle, as well as sets 
and costumes designed by children’s 
book illustrator Brian Wildsmith, The 
Velveteen Rabbit is a charming spectacle 
for all ages. Dec. 6 is LGBTQ and Ad- 
opted/Foster Families Day. 

The Velveteen Rabbit opens at 2 p.m. 
and runs through Dec. 14 at the Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts, 700 Howard 
St., S.E $16-$75; odcdance.org/velve- 
teenrabbit. Irene Hsiao 


Fri11/28 | Christmas Frolics 


MAKE LIKE 
A TREE AND SHINE 


Our world has known several trees of 
great significance. In the Sahara, LArbre 
du Ténéré, the tree of Tenere, stood 


clung to a windswept slope for nearly 
5,000 years; its exact location is kept a 
mystery lest vandals (or truckers) try to 
destroy one of Earth’s oldest living 
things. In San Francisco, we have the 
Union Square Christmas tree. It’s pretty 
young and it’s artificial to boot, but it’s 
ours, damn it, and if you slap some orna- 
ments on it we'll be the first to salute at 
Macy’s 25th annual tree lighting 
in Union Square. Get there early and 
grab a choice spot (grizzled old-timers, 
and the official website, reckon that the 
Cheesecake Factory’s windows provide a 
mighty fine view). 

The ceremony starts at 6 p.m and 
the tree starts sparkling at 6:40 p.m. 
at Union Square, S.F Free; union- 
squareshop.com. Giselle Velazquez 


Mon 12/1 | Lit 


EMERGING FROM 
MAPPLETHORPE’S 
SHADOW 


Photographer Robert Mapplethorpe is a 
towering figure in the LGBT and art 
spheres. His erotic images are a docu- 
ment of New York’s gay and BDSM sub- 
cultures that would outlast him and 
many of his subjects; his work infuriated 
Congress and raised questions about ob- 
scenity and censorship. The figure who 
often gets left out of focus is Mappletho- 
rpe’s lover and mentor Sam Wagstaff. 
Former New York Times writer Philip Ge- 
fter is trying to change that today at a 





1987 of AIDS-related causes, two years 
before the same disease claimed Map- 
plethorpe, his work helped legitimize 
photography as an art form. 

Gefter speaks at 7 p.m. at the 
McRoskey Mattress Factory, 1687 
Market St., S.F. $5; thegreenarcade.com. 
GV 


Tue 12/2 | Theater 


THESE BOOTS ARE 
MADE FOR DANCING 


A musical based on a movie inspired by a 
true story, Kinky Boots tells of a dis- 
contented fellow in a depressed English 
factory town who inherits an even more 
depressed shoe factory, all of which need 
a complete makeover. Without mention- 
ing false lashes and panty girdles, you 
probably already know salvation comes 
in the form of a glorious, towering drag 
queen with a razor wit and soul spun of 
gold. Before you roll your eyes at the 
21st-century trope, remember that 
Cyndi Lauper, the she-bop queen anda 
longstanding champion of LGBT rights, 
won a Tony for this score, making her the 
first woman to take home that award 
without having to share. And she kills it. 
Kinky Boots is riotous, stiletto-stomping 
fun. A remix of “Sex Is in the Heel” hit 
the top 10 on the dance charts even be- 
fore the show swept last year’s Tony 
Awards. Just don’t try imitating Jerry 
Mitchell’s choreography on the treadmill 
at your local gym — the production’s 
conveyor belts have handy kill switches. 


discussion about his new book, Wag- 
staff: Before and After Mappletho- 
rpe, which explores the wealthy art 
curator’s work and his patronage of 
young artists. Though Wagstaff died in 
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Kinky Boots opens at 8 p.m. and 
runs through Dec. 28 at the Orpheum 
Theatre, 1192 Market St., S.E $75- 
$300; (888) 746-1799 or kinkyboots- 
themusical.com. Silke Tudor 


alone amid hundreds of miles of howling 
desert before it was toppled bya 
drunken trucker in the 1970s. In Califor- 
nia’s Inyo National Forest, a gnarled bris- 
tlecone pine named Methuselah has 
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LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by email 
(Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
To change an existing listing call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our completel listings of local events - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


1AM Gallery. Emergent: Group show featuring works by 
Christopher De Leon, Daniel Valadez, Emily Moore, 
J.S. Weis, Leon Loucheur, Malik Girley, Monty Guy, 
and Steve Javiel. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Nov. 28. 1000 Howard, 861-5089, lamsf.com. 

385 26th Street Studio. Kyle Milligan: Crudité: 
Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 20. kylemilligan. 
com. 385 26th St., Oakland. 

a.Muse Gallery. Victoria Wagner & Alex Garcia: Form 
& Content: Through Jan. 10, 2015. 614 Alabama, 
279-6281, yourmusegallery.com. 

Alter Space. Shiri Mordechay: Serpents of the Rainbow: 
Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through Nov. 29. 
1158 Howard, 735-1158, alterspace.co. 

Andrea Schwartz Gallery. Suhas Bhujbal: Journey: 


Thu 11/27 | Sunrise Ceremony 


AVERY DIFFERENT 
THANKSGIVING 


Within a few American municipali- 
ties, Columbus Day has truly given 
way to Indigenous Peoples’ Day. Its 
official recognition came in 1992, 
when the Bay Area Indian Alliance 
persuaded Berkeley to symbolically 
rename the holiday prior to a quin- 
centennial celebration in the Bay or- 
ganized by Congress. It was 
considered a small but significant 
victory for Native Americans. Bring- 
ing the same awareness to Thanks- 
giving has been more of a challenge. 
The Indigenous Peoples Sun- 
rise Gathering has been held on 
Alcatraz Island since 1975, to com- 
memorate the 19 months that Tur- 
tle Rock was reclaimed by the 
Indians of All Tribes and to draw at- 
tention to tribes’ current circum- 
stances and significance. For 
non-Native Americans, this 
Un-Thanksgiving is a remarkable 
opportunity to acknowledge the 
truth behind history and view our 
home with fresh eyes. Visitors 
gather in the dark, huddled against 
sea spray, as thousands are ferried 
to a bonfire under the prison. The 
rising sun is greeted by chanting, 
dancing, and blessings — an experi- 
ence sure to leave one thankful. 
Ferries to Alcatraz depart every 
15 minutes between 4:15 and 6 
a.m. from Pier 33, 1398 The Em- 
barcadero, S.F. $14; 981-7625 or 
alcatrazcruises.com. Silke Tudor 
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Mondays-Fridays. Continues through Dec. 19. 545 
Fourth St., 495-2090, asgallery.com. 

Anthony Meier Fine Arts. Tam Van Tran: Survival Skills: 
Tuesdays-Fridays. Continues through Dec. 5. 1969 
California, 351-1400, anthonymeierfinearts.com. 

Arc Gallery & Studios. Dark: National juried exhi- 
bition that imagines alternative realities ‘‘where 
landscapes, figures, architecture, and natural phe- 
nomena are exaggerated or subverted.” Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 6. 
Inhabiting Blurred Divides: Berkeley Young Women's 
Art Collective group show featuring Amanda Burke, 
Chrystia Cabral, Tamiko Sidora, and Kathleen Yarnold 
(in the Project Gallery). Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 6. 1246 Folsom, 
298-7969, arc-sf.com. 

Art Attack SF. 0. Truax: Observations of the Female 
Form: Through Dec. 1. 2272A Hyde, 814-3136, ar- 
tattacksf.com. 

Bash Contemporary. Tales of the Uncanny: Group show 
featuring the work of Marc Burckhardt, Sandra Yagi, 
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Hanna Faith Yata, and Mila Sketch. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through Dec. 31. 210 Golden Gate, 
926-8573, bashcontemporary.com. 

Berkeley City College. Student Art Show: Fall 2014: In 
the Jerry Adams Gallery. Mondays-Fridays. Continues 
through Jan. 23. 2050 Center St., Berkeley, 510-981- 
2800, berkeleycitycollege.edu. 

Book & Job Gallery. Ricardo Lozano: Screw Caps: Book 
release and print sale. Through Dec. 1. 838 Geary, 
857-4330, book-job.com. 

Brian Gross Fine Art. Keira Kotler: | Look for Light: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 20. 
Rex Yuasa: Nascent: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 20. 248 Utah, 788-1050, briangross- 
fineart.com. 

Campfire Gallery. Rachel Meginnes & Lucky Rapp: 
Calibrate: Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Con- 
tinues through Dec. 7. 3344 24th St., 800-7319, 
campfiregallery.com. 

Catharine Clark Gallery. Wanxin Zhang: Totem: Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 3. LigoranoR- 


. bess 
G 
= Fs '> 
i= ae - bie? 


eese: AMI: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Jan. 3. 248 Utah, 399-1439, cclarkgallery.com. 

CCA Wattis Institute for Contemporary Arts. 
Markus Schinwald: The Austrian artist presents a 
site-responsive solo show including altered historical 
portraits, sculpture made from furniture, and more. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 13. 360 
Kansas, 355-9670, wattis.org. 

Chinese Culture Center of San Francisco. Summer 
Mei Ling Lee: Into the Nearness of Distance: Ex- 
quisite Corpse-style interactive video installation 
made in collaboration with Karen Leslie Ficke 
and Adam Hathaway. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 6 p.m. 
Continues through Dec. 20. Free. 750 Kearny, 986- 
1822, c-c-C.org. 

City Limits. Greg Ito: Heavy Withdrawals: Saturdays, 
1-5 p.m. Continues through Nov. 29. 300 Jefferson, 
Oakland, citylimitsgallery.com. 

David Brower Center. Art/Act: Maya Lin: Exhibition 
featuring recent sculptures by the environmentally 
minded Bay Area artist. Mondays-Fridays, Sundays. 


WINTER KICKOFF DEC 5-153 


Continues through Feb. 4. 2150 Allston Way, Berkeley, 
510-809-0900, browercenter.org. 

Dolby Chadwick Gallery. Udo Noger: Beyond: Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Nov. 29. 210 Post, 
956-3560, dolbychadwickgallery.com. 

The Dryansky Gallery. Jilian Adi Monribot: Fac- 
ets - The Mystery of Self: Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 15. 2120 Union, 932-9302, 
thedryansky.com. 

DSF. BUA: Art for the People: Justin Bua pop-up art show 
and sale. Sat., Nov. 29, 5-10 p.m. free. 520 Haight, 
252-8601, shopdsf.com. 

Eleanor Harwood Gallery. Paul Wackers: New Works: 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 
20.1295 Alabama, 867-7770, eleanorharwood.com. 

Et al.. Anna Sagstrom & Carson Fisk-Vittori: Hard 
Weather: Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 5. 620 Kearny, 269-4873, etaletc.com. 

Ever Gold Gallery. Joey Enos & Tamra Seal: New 
California Sculpture: Wednesdays-Saturdays. Con- 
tinues through Dec. 19. 441 O'Farrell, 796-3676, >> 
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ANTHONY FRIEDKIN 


THE GAY ESSAY 


JUNE 14, 2014—JANUARY 11, 2015 


FINAL WEEKS! CLOSES JANUARY 11 


This series of eloquent, expressive 
photographs made by Anthony Friedkin 
between 1969 and 1973 chronicles gay 


life in Los Angeles and San Francisco at 


the dawn of the Gay Liberation movement. 
The accompanying exhibition catalogue 
includes essays by Julian Cox and Nayland 
Blake and newly commissioned poetry by 


Eileen Myles. 


de Young 


Golden Gate Park = deyoungmuseum.org 


Anthony Friedkin, Jean Harlow, Drag Queen Ball, Long Beach, 
from the series The Gay Essay, 1971. Gelatin silver print. 
Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, anonymous gift 
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evergoldgallery.com. 

Fecal Face Dot Gallery. Jay Howell: Wednesdays-Sat- 
urdays. 2277 Mission, 500-2166, ffdg.net. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Usugrow: Inkflow: Wednesdays-Sun- 
days. 252 Fillmore, 252-9144, fifty24sf.com. 

Fouladi Projects. Pip Culbert: Swag Bags & Palliasses: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 6.1803 
Market, 621-2535, fouladiprojects.com. 

Fraenkel Gallery. The Plot Thickens: 35th Anni- 
versary Exhibition: 100-photograph group show. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 49 
Geary, 981-2661, fraenkelgallery.com. 

Gallery 16. Reed Anderson: House of Yes: Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Jan. 17. 501 Third St., 
626-7495, gallery16.com. 

Gallery Paule Anglim. Robert Stone: Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Dec. 20. Jerome Caja: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 20. 14 
Geary, 433-2710, gallerypauleanglim.com. 

Gallery Wendi Norris. Helen Rebekah Garber: Numbers: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 20. Eva 
Schlegel: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 20. 161 Jessie, 346-7812, gallerywendinorris.com. 

Gauntlet Gallery. Alec Huxley & Monty Guy: Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 3. 1040 
Larkin, 590-2303, gauntletgallery.com. 

George Lawson Gallery. Michael Voss: Selected Paint- 
ings: Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 
20. 315 Potrero, 703-4400, georgelawsongallery.com. 

Gregory Lind Gallery. Don Voisine & Cary Smith: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 20. 49 
Geary, 296-9661, gregorylindgallery.com. 

Haines Gallery. Binh Danh: This, Then, Is San Francisco: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 20. 
Free. Kota Ezawa: The Aesthetics of Silence: Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 20. 49 Geary, 
397-8114, hainesgallery.com. 

Harvey Milk Photography Center. Fred Lyon: Photog- 
raphy: Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 
10. 50 Scott, 554-9522, harveymilkphotocenter.org. 

Hosfelt Gallery. Surabhi Saraf: Remedies: Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Nov. 26. 260 
Utah, 495-5454, hosfeltgallery.com. 

Incline Gallery. Constituent: Group show curated by 
Catherine Wagner and featuring work by William 
Koone, David Mohr, Sandra Ono, Simon Pyle, and 
Kate Rhoades. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Nov. 30. 766 Valencia, inclinegallerysf.com. 

Jack Fischer Gallery. Lora Fosberg: Everything & 
Nothing: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 13. 49 Geary, 956-1178, jackfischergallery.com. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Rob & Nick Carter: Recent 
Work: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 
6. Annie Kevans: Women and the History of Art: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 23. 
464 Sutter, 677-0770, jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 

Luggage Store Projects. t.w.five: Automaton X: 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 
31. 457 Haight, 255-5971, luggagestoregallery.org. 

Luna Rienne Gallery. Parts & Labor: Three-man 
show featuring work by Jose Arenas, Reuben 
Rude, and Bill Zindel. Mondays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 1. 3318 22nd St., 647-5888, 
lunarienne.com. 

Main Library, Jewett Gallery. Ohlone Elders and Youth 
Speak: Restoring a California Legacy: Through Jan. 
4, 2015. 100 Larkin, 557-4277, sfpl.org. 

Main Library, Skylight Gallery. Compositions: A Filipino 
American Experience: Historical photographs of the 
San Francisco Filipino community during the 1940s 
and ‘50s by Ricardo Ocreto Alvarado. Through Dec. 
7. 100 Larkin, 557-4277, sfpl.org. 

Market Street Gallery. Zaldy Serrano: Vizjhanti - Act 
I: Through Nov. 28. 1554 Market, 290-1441, market- 
streetgallery.com. 

Modern Eden. Calvin Ma: Homebodies - Recollective: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 6. 801 
Greenwich, 956-3303, moderneden.com. 

Modernbook Gallery. Fan Ho: A Hong Kong Memoir: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 49 
Geary, 732-0300, modernbook.com. 

Mutiny Radio. Incarcerated Art: Group show fea- 
turing work by current detainees in the California 
state prison system. Through Dec. 1. 2781 21st St., 
mutinyradio.fm. 

The NWBLK. Shift: Group show curated by the Heather 
Marx Art Advisory and featuring work by Michael 


MUSIC 


Thu 11/27 | Theater 


AN OAKLAND 
CHRISTMAS STORY 


Bay Area actor-comedian-radio 
host-playwright Brian Copeland 
brings his latest one-man show, 
Jewelry Box, to The Marsh in the 
Mission this holiday season. Cope- 
land is well-known for his play Nota 
Genuine Black Man, which deals with 
his experiences growing up in a pre- 
dominantly white East Bay neigh- 
borhood. Not a Genuine Black Man 
ran for 25 months at The Marsh, 
making it the longest running one- 
man showin this city’s history. His 
latest one-man theatrical odyssey 
finds our hero, Copeland himself, re- 
counting a time when he was 6 years 
old, shopping for his mother’s 
Christmas present in Oakland. He 
wanted to buy her a jewelry box. It’s 
a holiday show, and it’s also billed as 
a prequel to his popular Genuine 
show. 

Brian Copeland’s Jewelry Box 
plays Thursdays and Fridays at 
8 p.m. and Saturdays at 5 p.m. 
through Dec. 27 at The Marsh, 
1062 Valencia St., S.F. $30-$100; 
282-3055 or themarsh.org. 
Emilie Mutert 


Arcega, Mary Margaret Durell, Matt Gil, Amanda 
Hughen, Kimberly Rowe, Andrew Schoultz, Bill 
Swanson, and Arngunnur Yr. Through Dec. 15. hmxaa. 
com. 1999 Bryant, 621-2344, thenwblk.com. 

Paolo Mejia. Patrick Donovan: Pattern Painting - An Ex- 
hibition of Pattern & Tape Paintings: Sundays. Contin- 
ues through Nov. 30. 4343 Third St., paolomejia.com. 

Pier 14. Flaming Lotus Girls: Soma: The large-scale metal 
sculptors of Burning Man fame present their latest 
work — a twisting neural form featuring interactive 
LED light patterns — on outdoor display. Through July 
1, 2015. Embarcadero at Mission, N/A. 

Public Works. The Walken Situation: Christopher Walk- 
en-themed art show and Black Friday party. Fri., Nov. 
28, 8 p.m. $10-$15. 161 Erie, 932-0955, publicsf.com. 

RayKo Photo Center. Norma |. Quintana: Circus - A 
Traveling Life: Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Nov. 29. Najib Joe Hakim: Home Away from Home 
- Little Palestine by the Bay: Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Nov. 29. 428 Third St., 495-3773, 
raykophoto.com. 

The Reclaimed Room at Building REsources. The 
Workers’ Show: Group exhibit spotlighting Building 
REsources employee creations. Through Jan. 2, 
2015. 701 Amador, 285-7814, reclaimedroom.com. 

Robert Koch Gallery. Debra Bloomfield: Wilderness: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 49 
Geary, 421-0122, kochgallery.com. 

Robert Tat Gallery. 20th Century Salon Photography: 
A Tribute: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Nov. 29. 49 Geary, Ste. 410, 781-1122, roberttat.com. 

Romer Young Gallery. Pamela Jorden: Monte Vista to 
Central: Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 13. 1240 22nd St., 550-7483, romeryoung- 
gallery.com. 

San Francisco Art Institute. Javier Téllez: Games 
Are Forbidden in the Labyrinth: Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through Dec. 13. 800 Chestnut, 
771-7020, sfai.edu. 

San Francisco Main Library. Light Walk: Bob Miller 
and the Exploratorium: Through Feb. 5, 2015. 100 
Larkin, 557-4400, sfpl.org. 

Secession Art & Design. Romy Randev: Aurora: 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Nov. 29. 3361 
Mission, 279-3058, secessionsf.com. 

Serge Sorokko Gallery. Viadimir Kanevsky: Improve- 
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ment Upon Perfection: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Contin- 
ues through Jan. 3.55 Geary, 421-7770, sorokko.com. 

SFSU Campus, Fine Arts Building. Shenny Cruces: 
Keys: Mondays-Fridays. Continues through Jan. 5. 
1600 Holloway, 338-6535, sfsu.edu. 

SOMArts Cultural Center. Place/Displaced: Group 
show in response to San Francisco's seemingly 
neverending housing crisis and the related ongoing 
scourge of evictions. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 13. 934 Brannan, 863-1414, somarts.org. 

Southern Exposure. More Than One Way: Southern 
Exposure’s 2014 Juried Exhibition: Featuring 46 
artists from Northern California. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through Dec. 13. 3030 20th St., 
863-2141, soex.org. 

Spare Change Artist Space. Private! Come in!: 
Privacy-themed art by COLL.EO, K.G. Greenstein, 
Harris David Harris, L.A. Art Collective, and Gordon 
Winiemko. Mondays, Fridays. Continues through Jan. 
2. 465 California St., San Francisco. 

Steven Wolf Fine Arts. Chris Finley: The Cure for the 
Uncanny Valley: Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 20. Olivia Mole: LOOSE-Y, Part |: THIS 
SHIT IS GOLD: Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 20. 2747 19th St., 263-3677, steven- 
wolffinearts.com. 

Traywick Contemporary. Ken Fandell: A Desert That 
Faces an Ocean: Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 17. 895 Colusa, Berkeley, 510-527-1214, 
traywick.com. 

USF Campus, Thacher Gallery. Dobles Vidas: Folk Art 
from the Mexican Museum: Exhibit featuring over 
60 artworks — including yarn paintings, wooden 
animals, papier-maché alebrijes, masks, and more 
— from nine of Mexico's states. Through Dec. 12. 
mexicanmuseum.org. 2130 Fulton, 422-2044, usfca. 
edu/library/thacher. 


COMEDY 


Ali Wong: She's baaaaaack .... Wed., Nov. 26, 8 p.m.; 
Fri., Nov. 28, 8 & 10 p.m.; Sat., Nov. 29, 7:30 & 9:30 


p.m., $18-$22. Punch Line, 444 Battery, 397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ local 
comedy showcase. Fridays, 10 p.m., $5, brownpap- 
ertickets.com/event/559273. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Big City Improv: Actors take audience suggestions 
and create comedy from nothing. Fridays, 10 p.m., 
$20; $15, bigcityimprov.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Big Wednesday: Hosted by Jeremy Wheat. Last 
Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m., $8. Make-Out 
Room, 3225 22nd St., 647-2888, makeoutroom.com. 

Black Friday Cynic Cave: Trade those bargain base- 
ment shopping deals for an actual basement featuring 
stand-up comedians Ivan Hernandez, Heather 
Jewett, Sean Keane, Brendan Lynch, Allison Mick, 
Johan Miranda, and Kate Willett, plus hosts George 
Chen and Kevin O'Shea. Fri., Nov. 28, 8 p.m., $10. 
Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Blessed: All-new, all-woman comedy by the trio of 
Megan Koester, Clare O'Kane, and Alison Stevenson. 
Sat., Nov. 29, 10 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 
Valencia, 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Blush! Comedy in the Castro: With Yayne Abeba, 
Eloisa Bravo, Matt Gubser, Dhaya Lakshminarayanan, 
Stefani Silverman, and Scott Simpson. Wed., Nov. 26, 
8 p.m., free. Blush! Wine Bar, 476 Castro, 558-0893, 
blushwinebar.com. 

The Business: Bucky Sinister, David Gborie, Nato Green, 
Natasha Muse, and Jules Posner have moved offices 
once again, now bringing their alternative comedy to 
Polk Gulch every Friday evening. Fridays, 7:30 p.m., 
$10, facebook.com/thebusinesscomedy. Hemlock 
Tavern, 1131 Polk, 923-0923, hemlocktavern.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen and Eloisa Bravo 
offer comedians (and audiences) a chance to un- 
burden their minds at this regular night of stand-up. 
Saturdays, 10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy.com. Shelton 
Theater, 533 Sutter, 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 
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Fri 11/28 | Comedy 


SO WONGIT’S RIGHT 





As do most comedians from the Bay Area, when Ali Wong found her name ap- 
pearing on various “top comics to watch” lists, she moved to Los Angeles to be in 
the movies, or at least some web series. Since then, the young comic has been in 
movies as big as Oliver Stone’s Savages. These days you can see the SF Weekly’s 
Best Comedian of 2009 on various Comedy Central programs such as @midnight 
and Inside Amy Schumer. It’s always a point of pride when San Francisco talent 
makes it big, so why not congratulate Ms. Wong and welcome her back home in 
person when she performs at the Punch Line? 

Ali Wong performs at 8 and 10 p.m. and Saturday at 7:30 and 9:30 p.m. 
at the Punch Line Comedy Club, 444 Battery St., S.F. $18-$22; 281-9227 or 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. Emilie Mutert 
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Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi 
and guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi. 
com. Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, 387-6343, 
neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Comedy by Michael: Monthly stand-up comedy show 
hosted by Michael D. Booker. Last Saturday of every 
month, 8 p.m., $15-$20, michaelbookerentertain- 
ment.com. Englander Sports Pub, 101 Parrott, San 
Leandro, 510-357-3571, englanderpub.com. 

Cynic Cave: Comedy showcase featuring both local 
and national acts every Saturday night (and some 
other days, too). Hosted by George Chen and Kevin 
O'Shea. Saturdays, 8 p.m., cyniccave.com. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the Un- 
Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 28, $15. Un-Scripted Theater, 
533 Sutter, un-scripted.com. 

Doc’s Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to the 
North Beach space formerly occupied by landmark 
nightclub The Purple Onion — and this weekly open 
mic means that you, too, can share the same stage 
where Lenny Bruce once stood. Mondays, 7 p.m., free. 
Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, 649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., 954-0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

Gettin’ Weird: With Stokes & Holtz. First Monday of 
every month, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, 
387-6455, milksf.com. 

Ha Ha Heathens: Release party for the Atheist 
Christmas comedy album. Tue., Dec. 2, 8 p.m., $15. 
Punch Line, 444 Battery, 397-7573, punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, 431- 
4278, harveyssf.com. 

In Other News...: Journalism + jokes = Seamus Calder, 
Ryan Cronin, Nick Palm, Jacob Rubin, Paul Simmons, 
and Emily Van Dyke. Sun., Nov. 30, 8 p.m., $10. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Laurie Kilmartin: With Aida Rodriguez (Nov. 26 & 29 
only). Wed., Nov. 26, 8 p.m.; Fri., Nov. 28, 8 & 10:15 
p.m.; Sat., Nov. 29, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m., $18.50-$23.50. 
Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, 928-4320, 
cobbscomedy.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
oaklandlayover.com. 

LOL Mondays: With rotating hosts Valerie Branch, 
Andrew Orolfo, Sandra Risser, and Tuesday Thomas. 
Mondays, 7 p.m., free, facebook.com/LolAtOmg. OMG, 
43 Sixth St., 896-6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Matt Fulchiron: With Craig Coleman and Trevor Hill. Sat., 
Nov. 29, 8 p.m., $15-$18. Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, 
649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Misery Index: Trevor Hill serves up the cure for the 
holiday blues with stand-up comedy by DJ Real, Jason 
Dove, Jamie Fernandez, Daniel Humbarger, Johnny 
Taylor, Richard Toomer, and Jaclyn Weiand. Mon., Dec. 
1, 9 p.m., free, miseryindexcomedy.com. The Rite 
Spot Cafe, 2099 Folsom, 552-6066, ritespotcafe.net. 

Move Along! Nothing to See Here!: Free comedy show 
with host Joey Devine. Mondays, 7:30-10 p.m., free. 
The Night Light, 311 Broadway, Oakland, 510-282-1413, 
thenightlightoakland.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and a live audience. 
Fridays, 8-11 p.m., free, facebook.com/Pamtas- 
ticsComedyClubhouse. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., 
mutinyradio.fm. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $16-$26. 142 
Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 
383-9600, 142throckmortontheatre.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Cellar Dwellers: With 
headliner Kurtis Matthews. Nov. 28-29, 7:30 p.m., 
$15, (415) 921-2051, purpleonionatkells.com. Kells 
lrish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, kellsirish.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisa- 
tional theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17-$20, 
improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, 
433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch Line, 


24 | NOVEMBER 26-DECEMBER 2, 2014 | 


Fri 11/28 | Cinema 


BITTER DAYS AT SUGAR FACTORY 


Brooklyn’s Domino Sugar Refinery, once the source of half of the nation’s sugar, 
was the site of big victories for unionized labor in the 1980s before shuttering in 
2004. San Francisco Cinematheque’s presentation of Sweet Work: Sugar and 
Power highlights three short films about the refinery. Domino Sugar-1989 incorpo- 
rates footage from a 1989 strike at the refinery, where workers faced notoriously 
poor conditions, while Third Shift visits the shuttered site and its former workers. 
Sarah Jane Lapp is appearing at the screening to discuss her animated film Sweet- 
face, which uses sugar as a metaphor for myriad human interactions. 

S.F. Cinematheque presents Sweet Work: Sugar and Power at 7:30 p.m. at Art- 
ists’ Television Access, 992 Valencia St., S.F. $5-$10; 824-3890 or atasite.org. 


Giselle Velazquez 


444 Battery, 397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

The Tabernacle: Weekly comedy congregation with 
Matt Lieb, Torio Van Grol, Steve Post, and guests. 
Wednesdays, 8 p.m., $5. Dark Room Theater, 2263 
Mission, 401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumbir.com. Am- 
nesia, 853 Valencia, 970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Will Durst: BoomeRaging - From LSD to OMG: Fridays, 
Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m. Continues through 
Nov. 30, $15-$50. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, 
826-5750, themarsh.org. 


DANCE = 
PERFORMANCES 
Baxtalo Drom: International shimmying for lovers 
of Balkan music, bellydancers, and burlesque. 
Fourth Friday of every month, 9 p.m., $5-$10, 
facebook.com/pages/Baxtalo-Drom-The-Lucky- 
Road/509158232438278. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, 

970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Caminos Flamencos: Canciones: Fanny Ara, Melissa 
Cruz, Marina Elana, Manuel Gutierrez, Devon LaRussa, 
Molly Rogers, and Yaelisa dance to music ranging 
from Spanish traditional to classic rock. Sat., Nov. 
29, 8 p.m.; Sun., Nov. 30, 3 p.m., $20-$75, caminos- 
flamencos.com. Fort Mason, Cowell Theater, Marina, 
345-7575, fortmason.org. 

Dawsondancesf: Explore two visions of jazz in a pair 
of collaborations between choreographer Gregory 
Dawson and saxophonist Richard Howell, with the 
dances serving as opposing models of composition: 
music leads the dance in bird’s eye view and dance 
inspires the score of in this moment. Howell plays 
live at all performances, highlighting the aleatory 
and improvisational nature of jazz. Starting Nov. 
29, Saturdays, Sundays, 7:30 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 7, $12-$20, dawsondancesf.org. Zaccho Dance 
Theatre, 1777 Yosemite, 822-3744, zaccho.org. 

Diamano Coura West African Dance Company: For 
its November home season shows, the Oakland 
traditional West African music/dance/culture troupe 
presents repertory performances of its pieces 
M'Balsanney and The Best Drummer. Sat., Nov. 29, 
8 p.m.; Sun., Nov. 30, 3 p.m., $17-$25, diamanocoura. 
org. Laney College Theater, 900 Fallon, Oakland, 
510-834-5740, laney.edu. 

Explosion Cubana: Una Noche Tropical: CubaCaribe 
recreates the Tropicana nightclub a little closer to 
home with a dinner and cabaret show that features 
music and dance ranging from folkloric to mambo to 
contemporary. These are nights of decadence and 
passion you won't want to miss. Fridays-Sundays, 7:30 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 6, $45-$65, cubacaribe. 
org. Dance Mission Theater, 3316 24th St., 273-4633, 
dancemission.com. 

ODC/Dance: The Velveteen Rabbit: For those looking 
for an alternative to the visions of sugar plums 
prancing on every stage each December, choreog- 
rapher KT Nelson's rendition of the Margery Williams 
story features the magnificent athleticism of the 
ODC dancers in conjunction with the talents of 10 
children from the ODC School, as well as sets and 
costumes designed by children’s book illustrator 
Brian Wildsmith. Nov. 28-30, 2 p.m.; Dec. 6-7, 2 
p.m.; Dec. 13-14, 2 p.m., $16-$75, odcdance.org/ 
velveteenrabbit. Yerba Buena Center for the Arts 
Theater, 700 Howard, 495-6360, ybca.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


Actors Reading Writers: Popular local actors read 
modern and classic short stories. First Monday of 
every month, 7:30 p.m., free. Berkeley City Club, 
2315 Durant, Berkeley, 510-848-7800, berkeleyhis- 
torichotel.com. 

The Berkeley Slam: Sock Puppet Slam: The Starry 
Plough’s long-running poetry showcase takes the 
seriousness down a notch for its annual sock-puppet 
night, with comedian Caitlin Gill on hand to make 
sure the verse and the vibe stay lighthearted. Sign 
ups start at 7:30 and the show itself gets under 
way after 8. Wed., Nov. 26, 7:30 p.m., $7-$10. Starry 
Plough, 3101 Shattuck, Berkeley, 510-841-2082, 
starryploughpub.com. 

Bill Berkson: The poetry veteran and SFAI professor 
emeritus gives insights about patience in the face 
of the inevitable from his new Coffee House Press 


Sat 11/29 | Dance 


collection, Expect Delays. Tue., Dec. 2, 7 p.m., 
free. City Lights Books, 261 Columbus, 362-8193, 
citylights.com. 

Donnelle Malnik: Combining her love for the Bay Area, 
music, and ghost stories, Malnik reads and performs 
songs from Ghost in the Music, her record and story 
collection inspired by Spade Cooley, a popular post- 
WWII jazzman and film actor convicted of killing his 
wife (only to die himself immediately after being 
paroled). Sun., Nov. 30, 8 p.m., free. Adobe Books, 
3130 24th St., 864-3936, adobebooks.com. 

Dorothy Hearst: The local fantasy author reads from 
Spirit of the Wolves, the conclusion to her Wolf 
Chronicles trilogy. Tue., Dec. 2, 7 p.m., free. Books 
Inc./Berkeley, 1760 Fourth St., Berkeley, 510-525- 
TTT, booksinc.net. 

The Erotic Reading Circle: Read your erotic writing 
pieces and get feedback from skilled sex writers. 
Fourth Wednesday of every month, 7:30 p.m., $5 
suggested donation, 902-2071, writingourselves- 
whole.org. Center for Sex & Culture, 1349 Mission, 
sexandculture.org. 

Evan Morgan Williams: The Portland, Ore., writer 
and educator reads from Thorn, his debut short 
story collection about the quietly overlooked lives 
of West Coast denizens. Sat., Nov. 29, 1 p.m., free. 
Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, 835-1020, 
bookpassage.com. 

Indies First Day: Celebrate both Sherman Alexie’s 
Indies First campaign and Small Business Saturday 
with readings by nonfiction author Peter Gabel 
(11:30 a.m.), mystery writer Cara Black (1:30 p.m.), 
and Butternut Lake chronicler Mary McNear (3:30 
p.m.). Sat., Nov. 29, 11:30 a.m., free. Folio Books, 3957 
24th St., 821-3477, foliosf.com. 

Philip Gefter: When discussing the legacy of photog- 
rapher Robert Mapplethorpe, one figure who often 





Ilaria Guerra 
Kyle Mckee 


THE MOVEMENTS OF JAZZ 


Explore two visions of jazz in dawsondancesf’s bird's eye view and in this mo- 
ment, featuring two collaborations between choreographer Gregory Dawson and 
jazz composer Richard Howell over two weekends at Zaccho Studio. The dances 
serve as opposing models of composition, with music leading the dance in bird's eye 
view, which premiered in March 2014 at the Black Choreographers Festival, and 
dance inspiring the score in the new work in this moment. Howell, whose saxophone 
has accompanied such legendary artists as Etta James, Chaka Khan, and Carlos San- 
tana, will play live at all performances, highlighting the aleatory and improvisational 
nature of jazz. Dawsondancesf was founded in 2007, weathering Dawson’s many 
commissions and peregrinations as a sought-after teacher and choreographer before 
re-emerging as a contemporary ballet company to watch in San Francisco. 
Dawsondancesf presents bird's eye view and in this moment at 7:30 p.m. Nov. 
29-Dec. 7 at Zaccho Studio, 1777 Yosemite St., Suite 330, S.F. $12-$20; daw- 


sondancesf.org. Irene Hsiao 
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gets left out of focus is his lover and mentor Sam 
Wagstaff. Former New York Times writer Philip Gefter 
tries to change that today at a discussion about his 
new book, Wagstaff: Before and After Mapplethorpe, 
which explores the wealthy art curator's work and his 
patronage of young artists. Mon., Dec. 1, 7 p.m., $5, 
thegreenarcade.com. McRoskey Mattress Company, 
1687 Market, 861-4532, mcroskey.com. 

Poets!: Bimonthly poetry social with a featured reader 
followed by an open mic session. First and Third 
Monday of every month, 7 p.m., free. Bird & Beckett, 
653 Chenery, 586-3733, birdbeckett.com. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS 
AND EVENTS 


Alcatraz Island. @Large: Ai Weiwei on Alcatraz: Assisted 
by international collaborators, Chinese activist artist 
Ai Weiwei — who can't leave his country because Chi- 
na’s government confiscated his passport — creates 
a large-scale art exhibit for a site that symbolizes 
the measures authorities will take to utterly confine 
prisoners. Alcatraz stopped being a working prison in 
1963, but its buildings and bars still evoke the harsh 
realities of confinement — and Ai Weiwei echoes that 
atmosphere with sound installations, sculptures, and 
mixed-media works that tackle issues of freedom 
and promise to be as thought-provoking as anything 
he’s ever done. Through April 26, 2015. $18.25-$30. 
aiweiweialcatraz.org. San Francisco Bay, 561-4900, 
nps.gov/alcatraz. 

Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambassadors: 
The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an adorable romp 
of North American river otters to Pier 39. Daily. 
Embarcadero, 623-5300, aquariumofthebay.com. 

Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian Art 
Museum Collection: A display of more than 2,500 
objects from the museum's permanent collection 
explores the major cultures of Asia. Daily. Free with 
museum admission. Tradition on Fire: Contemporary 
Japanese Ceramics from the Paul and Kathy Bissinger 
Collection: Includes 22 works by 20 modern potters 
from Japan. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
April 5. From Two Arises Three: The Collaborative 
Works of Arnold Chang & Michael Cherney: A photog- 
rapher (Cherney) and a Chinese ink painter (Chang) 
balance contemporary and traditional techniques 
in this exhibit featuring both collaborative and solo 
works. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through March1. 
Tetsuya Ishida: Saving the World with a Brushstroke: 
The eight acrylic paintings in this intimate exhibit cap- 
ture the cultural sensitivity and social awareness of 
the young Japanese artist who passed away in 2005. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 22. Roads 
of Arabia: Archaeology & History of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia: This traveling exhibit traces the rise 
of culture along Arabian Peninsula trade routes viaa 
wide range of historical objects — including statues, 
glass vessels, ancient tools, stone carvings, funerary 
items, and more — some dating back a million years. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 18. 200 
Larkin, 581-3500, asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal Cassady, 
and other Beat Generation characters via original 
manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, personal items, 
and other ephemera. Daily, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 540 
Broadway, 399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Located ina 
historic cable car powerhouse, the museum displays 
a variety of cable car gear, photographs, installations 
explaining how the cars work, and several antique 
vehicles. Daily. Free; Free. 1201 Mason, 474-1887, 
cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Fragile Planet: Float 
through the roof of the Academy's building, zoom 
through the atmosphere, and gain an astronaut's 
view of Earth in this Planetarium feature narrated 
by Sigourney Weaver. Mondays-Fridays. Cosmic 
Collisions: Planetarium show about crashing astro- 
nomical interactions ranging from meteorites and 
moons to entire galaxies. Daily. Animal Attraction: 
Exhibit about the wild courtship and mating strate- 
gies in the animal kingdom. Daily. Skulls: Nearly 650 
bony domes fill the 4,000 square feet of this large 
exhibit featuring animal skulls that run the gamut 
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in size from a tiny bird to a giant elephant. Through 
Nov. 30. Earthquake: Treat your senses to seismic 
overload in this exhibit that includes a walk-in Earth 
model illustrating plate tectonics, a recreation of a 
Victorian salon that shakes like two of San Francisco's 
most famous quakes, a planetarium show, interactive 
displays, and more. Daily. Penguin Feeding: Watch as 
the Academy's flightless friends are offered their 
breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral 
Reef Dive: Scientists dive into the Academy's live 
coral tank and offer live explanations of its denizens. 
Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: Get 
up close and personal with some of the Academy's 
scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. Sharks 
and Rays: Learn about the Reef Lagoon’s residents. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. 55 Music Concourse, 
379-8000, calacademy.org. 


California Historical Society Museum. Yosemite: A 


Storied Landscape: Exhibition detailing the story 
behind the 1864 passing of the Yosemite Grant Act 
and the ongoing impact of the wilderness area upon 
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Underwater Gardening: Subaquatic plants form 
landscapes beneath the waves in this exhibit spot- 
lighting a variety of freshwater tropical flora from 
Africa, Asia, and South America. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through April 12. 100 John F. Kennedy Drive, 
666-7001, conservatoryofflowers.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. Hardly Strictly 


Warren Hellman: Anyone lucky enough to meet 
Warren Hellman, or see him perform at his signature 
cultural creation, Hardly Strictly Bluegrass, witnessed 
the utter joy and humanity that emanated from his 
being (and his banjo). The Contemporary Jewish 
Museum assembles rarely-seen videos of Hellman’s 
performances in Golden Gate Park, along with special 
personal possessions like a banjo signed by star 
performers and ajacket covered with rhinestones and 
a Star of David. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sun- 
days. In That Case: Havruta in Contemporary Art: The 
CJM's three-part collaborative residence program 
launches with a lighthearted alliance between 
visual artist Lindsey White and stand-up comedian 


THE NIGHTMARE AFTER THANKSGIVING 


In 1905, a Godzilla-sized Thanksgiving turkey stormed through the comic-strip 
center of Little Nemo in Slumberland, crushing our hero’s town and eating his 
house. Maybe you relate. Little Nemo: Adventures in Slumberland prom- 
ises succor. Like the comic, the 1989 animated movie follows the escapades of a 
boy whose wonderful/horrible dream life is rudely interrupted by the real world. 
Screenwriter Chris Columbus (then known for Gremlins and The Goonies) man- 
aged to distill many months of newsprint shenanigans into mere minutes on the 
screen: Nemo is invited by the playful King Morpheus to visit Slumberland, 
where Nemo’s curiosity unleashes the truly dreadful Nightmare King. For lovers 
of the original artwork, there are frames taken directly from the comic — take 
heed, that means some dark passages for wee ones — but the hand of TMS, the 
Japanese studio that did Animaniacs and Tiny Toons, has a decidedly Disneyfying 
effect on what might have been an Art Nouveau masterpiece. Nonetheless, after 
the holidays, there’s nothing like a ride on a flying bed. 

Little Nemo: Adventures in Slumberland plays at 2 p.m. at the Little Roxie, 3117 
16th St., S.E $7.50 for adults and free for kids under 12; 863-1087 or roxie.com. 
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the history of the American West. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 25. 678 Mission, 357-1848, 
californiahistoricalsociety.org. 

Cartoon Art Museum. Stranger Than Life: The Cartoons 
and Comics of M.K. Brown: Four-decade retrospective 
featuring many of the artist's own personal favor- 
ites. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 
15. Slinging Satire: Masters of Political Cartoons: 
Views from both sides of the political spectrum 
are given cheeky artistic form in this exhibit that 
includes work by Mark Fiore, David Horsey, Kevin 
Siers, Tom Tomorrow, Matt Wuerker, and more. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 9. 
Small Press Spotlight: Ben Seto: Featuring artwork 
by the creator of Usagi Jane and the Skullbunnies. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 11. The 
Art of the Boxtrolls: See concept art and puppets 
from The Boxtrolls, a new stop-motion animation 
film from the people who brought you Coraline and 
ParaNorman. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Feb. 1. 655 Mission, 227-8666, cartoonart.org. 


Charles M. Schulz Museum. Peanuts in Wonderland: 


Characters from the world of Charles Schulz (and 
other cartoonists) inhabit the land of Lewis Carroll in 
this crossover art show. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through April 26. Journey to the 
Reuben: The Early Years: Follow Charles M. Schulz’s 
artistic development in the era before he won his first 
Reuben Award — the National Cartoonists Society's 
award for Outstanding Cartoonist of the Year — in 
1955. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 4. Punchlines in Peanuts: Learn the 
different comedic methods used by Charles M. Schulz 
to bring humor to his famous creations in this exhibit 
that could probably teach a few new cartoonists 
some useful lessons. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 7. 2301 Hardies Lane, Santa 
Rosa, 707-579-4452, schulzmuseum.org. 

Conservatory of Flowers. Aquascapes: The Art of 
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Ron Lynch. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Jan. 6. Arnold Newman: 
Masterclass: Over 200 B+W portraits comprise this 
retrospective of the famed photographer's lengthy 
career, including pictures of Capote, Dali, Picasso, 
Stravinksy, and many more. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 1. J. Otto 
Seibold and Mr. Lunch: This exhibit dedicated to the 
much-loved children's book author/illustrator (and 
the character based on his real family dog) includes 
full-color illustrations, storyboards, and rough digital 
image skeletons, plus interactive environments for 
kids. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m. 
Continues through March 8. $10-$12. Drop-In Art 
Making: Weekly art workshops for kids and families. 
Sundays, 1-3 p.m. free with museum admission. 736 
Mission, 655-7800, thecjm.org. 


de Young Museum. Anthony Friedkin: The Gay Essay: 


In this exhibit honoring the 45th anniversary of 
the Stonewall Riots, more than 75 of the California 
photographer's classic snapshots depict the San 
Francisco and Los Angeles gay scenes in the late ‘60s 
and early “70s. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 11. Keith Haring: The Political Line: Though his 
playful cartoon figures may not strike casual observ- 
ers as the work of a politically motivated artist, this 
exhibition explores Haring’s outraged opposition to 
nuclear weapons, racism, capitalism, environmental 
degradation, and other issues in over 130 works, in- 
cluding large paintings, sculptures, subway drawings, 
and more. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Feb. 16. Lines on the Horizon: Native American Art 
from the Weisel Family Collection: Exhibit focusing 
on indigenous arts from the American Southwest, 
including ceramics and weavings from the llth cen- 
tury to today. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 4. Shaping Abstraction: Works by American 
abstractionists from the early-to-middle part of the 
20th century. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 


Jan. 4. Friday Nights at the de Young: An art-focused 
happy hour, with special performances and hands-on 
activities plus cheap admission. Fridays, 5 p.m. 
Continues through Nov. 28. 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden 
Drive, 750-3600, deyoungmuseum.org. 

Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Explor- 
atorium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze 
designed to heighten one's awareness of the sense 
of touch — reopens at the new location after a slight 
redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-S15 (in addition to 
regular museum admission). Permanent Exhibits: 
The family science museum's gigantic new complex 
is split into six separate gallery sections that focus 
on human behavior, senses & perception, biology, 
the environment, and much more — all with the 
Exploratorium’s famously whimsical and interactive 
features. Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Pier 15, 
528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 

GLBT Historical Society. Out of the Boxes: Historical 
Society Opens Archives of Pioneering Historian Allan 
Bérubé: Bérubé was one of the pioneers in the field 
of community-based gay history that emerged in the 
1970s and early 1980s. The GLBT Historical Society 
has opened his papers for use by researchers. Daily. 
657 Mission, 777-5455, glbthistory.org. 

GLBT History Museum. Queer Past Becomes Present: 
Multipart exhibit tracing the history of queer youth 
activism, exploring lost S.F. “gayborhoods," paying 
tribute to pioneering lesbian magazine The Ladder, 
spotlighting Bay Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and 
more. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th St., 
621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 

The Holocaust Center of Northern California. Let- 
ters: 1938-1946: Letters selected from the center's 
archives that detail the harrowing danger of living 
in Nazi-occupied Europe. Mondays-Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 121 Steuart, 777-9060, tauberho- 
locaustlibrary.org. 

Legion of Honor. Bowles Porcelain Gallery: Porcelain 
from England and continental Europe. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Houghton Hall: Portrait of an English Country 
House: Architectural details, furniture, tapestries, 
paintings, and other antiques illustrate the lavish 
lifestyles of historical British elites. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Jan. 18. The Salon Doré: 
Tuesdays-Sundays, 9:30 a.m. (415) 750-3600. 100 
34th Ave., 750-3600, legionofhonor.famsf.org. 

Maritime Museum. U.S. Customs Service and the Golden 
Gate: Artifacts, photographs, and video illustrate 
the history of the U.S. Customs Service from 1789 
to the present day. Through Dec. 31, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Free. Yankee Baleeiros! The Shared Legacies of 
Luso and Yankee Whalers: The New Bedford Whaling 
Museum presents this traveling exhibit about Por- 
tuguese-speaking American whaling communities 
Originally hailing from the Azores, Cape Verde, and 
Brazil. Through Dec. 31, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. 900 
Beach, 556-1613. 

Oakland Museum of California. Judy Chicago: A 
Butterfly for Oakland: A seven-month tribute to the 
feminist artist that revolves around her ephemeral 
1974 fireworks-and-flares creation, A Butterfly for 
Oakland. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Nov. 30. Songs and Sorrows: Dias de Los Muertos 
20th Anniversary: The Bay Area’s unique spin on 
traditional Day of the Dead altars and ceremonies 
is celebrated in this exhibit featuring contributions 
from José Guadalupe Posada, Carmen Lomas Garza, 
Jesse Hernandez, The Mexican Museum, Oakland 
School of the Arts, Skyline High School, Maya Lin 
School, and others. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 4. Fertile Ground: Art and Community 
in California: In collaboration with SFMOMA, the 
Oakland Museum of California dissects four artistic 
epochs of the last 70 years: The 1930s and the circle 
around Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo; the 1940s and 
“50s and the painters and photographers connected 
to the California School of Fine Arts (Diebenkorn, 
David Park, et al.); the 1960s and ‘70s and the 
artists affiliated with UC Davis (Thiebaud, Robert 
Arneson, et al.); and the 1990s and current scene 
that's associated with the Mission District (Barry 
McGee, Ruby Neri, et al.). Each period is worth the 
attention. Getting all four is like winning a lottery. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through April 12. 
Sunshine and Superheroes: San Diego Comic-Con: 
Vintage comic books, convention paraphernalia, 
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cosplay outfits, videos, and other items reflect upon 
the continuing influence of the nation’s largest annual 
geek gathering. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through May 31. 1000 Oak, Oakland, 510-238-2200, 
museumca.org. 

Old Mint. Sundays at the Mint: The city's de facto local 
history museum opens its doors for weekly building 
tours and viewings of its inaugural exhibit, Our City 
Innovates, about San Francisco's role as a sociocul- 
tural pioneer. Sundays, 1-4 p.m. $5-S10. sfhistory. 
org. 88 Fifth St., 537-1105, sanfranciscomuseum.org. 

Randall Museum. Drop-In Science Workshop: Each 
week kids and parents can participate in artistic 
activities that illuminate some aspect of science. 
Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. $4; $3. Meet the Animals: 
Live presentations about the animals who live at 
the museum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 199 Museum, 
554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 

San Francisco Airport Museum. A World of Characters: 
Advertising Icons from the Warren Dotz Collection: 
Through Jan. 4, 2015. Dual Natures in Ceramics: Eight 
Contemporary Artists from Korea: Through Feb. 22, 
2015. SFO International Terminal, 650-821-6700. 

San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 
Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Waterfront: Historic 
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shipping and fishing industries in this free daily 
exhibit. Daily, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, 
447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 

Stanford University, Cantor Arts Center. Robert 
Frank in America: Over 130 photographs fill the 
walls at this major retrospective of work by the 
European artist, whose midcentury trek across the 
United States captured Americans’ lives in a fresh 
and insightful way. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 5. Free. 328 Lomita, Palo Alto, 
650-723-4177, museum.stanford.edu. 

The Walt Disney Family Museum. All Aboard: A 
Celebration of Walt's Trains: From the 1929 cartoon 
Mickey's Choo-Choo through the space-age mono- 
rails of Disneyland, trains held a special place in >> 
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Walt Disney's heart. This exhibit collects photos, 
videos, and other artifacts — including working 
scale model trains — in honor of his long fascination. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Feb. 9.104 Montgomery, 345-6800, waltdisney.org. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Lucy Raven: 


Hollywood Chop Riding: The New York artist's 3D 
video installation, Curtains, reveals some of the 
hidden (and very human) scenes behind Holly- 
wood's outsourced CGI labor. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 11. Kota Ezawa: Boardwalk: 
A 2-D recreation of the Funtown Pier boardwalk 
and amusement park in Seaside Heights, NJ — the 
destruction of which became an iconic image of 
Hurricane Sandy's wrath — constructed in the YBCA’s 
Third Street courtyard. Through Nov. 30, 2015. Free. 
Alien She: A multidisciplinary tribute to the radical 
spirit of the Riot Grrri movement, as illustrated by 
DIY zines, posters, music selections, original visual 
art, and more. Featured artists include Tammy 
Rae Carland, Miranda July, Faythe Levine, Allyson 
Mitchell, L.J. Roberts, Stephanie Syjuco, and Ginger 
Brooks Takahashi. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 25. Landscape: the visual, the actual, 
the possible?: 26 works explore the environmental 
ramifications of technology upon ecology in this 
creative collaboration between American and Chinese 
artists. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 
25. 701 Mission, 978-2787, ybca.org. 


THEATER 


2014 Matchbox Reading Series: Crowded Fire Theater 


stages readings of plays in development by Geetha 
Reddy (Dec. 1), Andrew Saito (Dec. 2), MJ Kaufman 
(Dec. 8), and Eugenie Chan (Dec. 9). Starting Dec. 1, 
Mondays, Tuesdays, 7 p.m. Continues through Dec. 
9, free with RSVP, crowdedfire.org. The Thick House, 
1695 18th St., 401-8081, thickhouse.org. 


Absolutely Fabulous: The Royal British Comedy 


Theatre (actually based here in appropriately foggy 
San Francisco) stages the first season of the Beeb's 
enduring sitcom, with Terrence McLaughlin, ZsaZsa 
Lufthansa, Annie Larson, Dene Larson, and Raya Light 
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CONJURING SORDID CELEBRITY GHOSTS 


Donnelle Malnik combines her love for the Bay Area, music, and ghost stories in 
Ghost in the Music, a record and collection of ghost stories inspired by Spade 
Cooley. The swing musician, big-band leader, and actor had six top-10 singles in 
the mid-1940s and appeared in almost 40 Western films. In 1961, after his wife of 
15 years asked for a divorce (apparently they had both been unfaithful), Cooley 
beat her to death and was sentenced to life in prison. He was granted parole eight 
years later, and before his release was given a 72-hour furlough from the prison 
hospital at Vacaville to play a benefit concert for the Deputy Sheriffs’ Association 
of Alameda County. After a standing ovation, he died of a heart attack during in- 
termission. Malnik is reading and performing songs from Ghost in the Music. Cre- 
ated with the help of a crowdfunding campaign, the project features illustrations 
by Kira Lynn Cain and music by Malnik’s band, Marabelle Phoenix. 

The performance starts at 8 p.m. at Adobe Books, 3130 24th St., S.F. 
Free; 864-3936 or adobebooks.com. Evan Karp 


taking over the roles of Edina, Patsy, and friends. 
Thursdays, 8 p.m.; Fridays, 10:30 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 12, $15-$35, eventbrite.com/e/abso- 
lutely-fabulous-abfab-tickets-12641718721. Stage 
Werx, 446 Valencia, stagewerx.org. 


The Barbary Coast Revue: Historical song-and- 


dance cavalcade written and directed by Blake 
Wiers. Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through Nov. 
29, $20, barbarycoastrevue.com. Sub-Mission Art 
Space (Balazo 18 Gallery), 2183 Mission, 255-7227, 
sf-submission.com. 


Breakfast with Mugabe: Playwright Fraser Grace 


takes us into the mind of controversial African leader 
Robert Mugabe as a session with the Zimbabwe 
president and his white psychiatrist calls forth the 
ghosts of colonialism, racism, power, and guilt. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 7, $32-$60. 
Aurora Theatre Company, 2081 Addison, Berkeley, 
510-843-4822, auroratheatre.org. 


Cirque du Soleil: Kurios - Cabinet of Curiosities: The 


Ourobouros has come full circle as Cirque du Soleil — 
which has influenced so many neo-circus performers 
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over recent years — embraces both steampunk and 
electro-swing inits latest show, a wunderkammer of 
theatrical acrobatics set in an alternate reality that 
combines elements of the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 
18, $53-$135, cirquedusoleil.com/kurios. Cirque du 
Soleil - San Francisco, Third Street at Terry A. Francois, 
cirquedusoleil.com. 


The Complete History of Comedy (abridged): The 


Reduced Shakespeare Company boils the Bard and 
other famed playwrights, politicians, and comedians 
down to their essence in Reed Martin and Austin 
Tichenor's satirical skewering of humorous tropes. 
Starting Nov. 28, Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Dec. 21, $37-$58, reducedshakespeare. 
com. Marin Theatre Company, 397 Miller, Mill Valley, 
388-5200, marintheatre.org. 


Cops and Robbers: The uneasy state of affairs between 


the police and the black community drives this solo 
show by rapper-turned-lawman Jinho “The Piper” 
Ferreira. Sundays, 7:30 p.m. Continues through Nov. 
30, $20-$100. The Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, 
Berkeley, 510-704-8291, themarsh.org. 


Faulted: California's fault lines have voices that only a 


uniquely empathic woman named Aurora can hear 
when predictive natural sciences bump up against 
oracular New Age beliefs in this world premiere 
from foolsFURY. Through Nov. 30; Through Dec. 6, 
$15-$50, foolsfury.org. The Thick House, 1695 18th 
St., 401-8081, thickhouse.org. 


Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 


songs and sketches that take a humorous look at 
the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., 
$34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 


Fringe Goes Long: Staged readings of full-length 


theatrical works-in-progress by SFSU graduate 
playwrights, including plays by Patricia Reynoso 
(Dec. 1), Conrad Panganiban (Dec. 2), and Becky 
Raeta (Dec. 9). Dec. 1-2, 7 p.m.; Tue., Dec. 9, 7 p.m., 
free. SFSU Campus, 1600 Holloway, 338-1111, sfsu.edu. 


The Jewelry Box: Brian Copeland's lighthearted holiday 


tale about the travails of finding (and then affording) 
the perfect gift for his mother in 1970s Oakland 
returns to the Marsh for a monthlong Christmas 
run. Starting Nov. 28, Thursdays, Fridays, 8 p.m.; 
Saturdays, 5 p.m. Continues through Dec. 27, $30- 
$100. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, 826-5750, 
themarsh.org. 


Kinky Boots: This riotous, stiletto-stomping musical 


dances its way through the tale of a British shoe 
manufacturer whose declining fortunes are reversed 
with the aid of a glorious, towering drag queen with 
a razor wit and soul spun of gold. Starting Dec. 2, 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 28, $75- 
$300, kinkybootsthemusical.com. Orpheum Theatre, 
1192 Market, 551-2000, shnsf.com. 


Mary Poppins: Berkeley Playhouse stages the super- 


califragilistic musical in a way you've never seen 
it before, with Taylor Jones starring as the first 
African-American to be cast in the role made famous 
on film by Julie Andrews. Fridays-Sundays. Continues 
through Dec. 7, $17-S60, berkeleyplayhouse.org. Julia 
Morgan Center for the Arts, 2640 College, Berkeley, 
510-845-8542, juliamorgan.org. 
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Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, performance 
artists, and others take the stage at this regular 
staging of works in progress. Mondays, $7. The Marsh 
Theater, 1062 Valencia, 826-5750, themarsh.org. 

The News: Jerry Lee hosts shows by Lil Miss Hot Mess, 
Ben McCoy, Midnight Magic Snax (Marissa Magic & 
Jerry Lee), Miss Rahni, Persia, and Yves Saint Crois- 
sant at this month's queer performance art cabaret. 
Tue., Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m., $5. SOMArts Cultural Center, 
934 Brannan, 863-1414, somarts.org. 

Party People: Written by New York's Universes en- 
semble, developed in Berkeley Rep’s Ground Floor, 
and debuted at the prestigious Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival, this riotous stage musical is based on exten- 
sive interviews with veterans of the Black Panthers 
and the Young Lords. Through a powerful mixture of 
urgent monologues, Nuyorican verse, hip-hop beats, 
Spanish boleros, and jazz, Party People tackles the 
grassroots organizations’ thorny legacy and pierces 
the heart of the matter: Whatever their origins or 
culminations, these movements were fueled and 
inflamed by injustices that feel all too familiar today. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Nov. 30, 
$29-$79. Berkeley Repertory’s Thrust Stage, 2025 
Addison, Berkeley, berkeleyrep.org. 

Promises, Promises: A hallowed trinity of Burt 
Bacharach (music), Hal David (lyrics), and Neil Simon 
(book) are the brains behind this holiday stage 
musical originally inspired by the 1960 rom-com 
The Apartment, with Jeffrey Brian Adams, Monique 
Hafen, and Johnny Moreno starring in roles played on 
celluloid by Jack Lemmon, Shirley MacLaine, and Fred 
MacMurray. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Jan. 10, $20-$120. San Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, 
677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 

Pussy: Two mismatched lesbians, a meddling land- 
lady, and a mewling housecat are all embodied by 
Maura Holloran in this award-winning solo show 
that originally premiered at the 2012 DIVAfest. 
Fridays-Sundays. Continues through Nov. 30, $20- 
$25, maurahalloran.com/pussy. New Conservatory 
Theatre Center, 25 Van Ness, 861-8972, nctcsf.org. 

Red Hot Patriot: The Kick-Ass Wit of Molly Ivins: 
Husky screen icon Kathleen Turner makes her 
Berkeley Rep debut as the late, liberal newspaper 
columnist Molly Ivins in this politically infused 
solo comedy penned by twin siblings (and fellow 
journalists themselves) Margaret and Allison Engel. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 4, $29- 
$89. Berkeley Repertory’s Roda Stage, 2025 Addison, 
Berkeley, 510-647-2949, berkeleyrep.org. 

Semi-Famous: Hollywood Hell Tales from the Middle: 
This all-new solo show written, performed, and di- 
rected by Don Reed takes you to the less-than-glam- 
orous backstages of La La Land. Saturdays, 8:30 
p.m.; Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues through Nov. 30, 
$20-$100. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, 826- 
5750, themarsh.org. 

Shakespeare's R&J: Forbidden love takes on an extra 
level of taboo when all the characters are played by 
repressed prep school boys acting out on the sly, as 
seen in this staging of Joe Calarco's play set in dusty 
Cairo instead of fair Verona. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 14, $25-$45. New Con- 
servatory Theatre Center, 25 Van Ness, 861-8972, 
nctcsf.org. 

Solo Sundays: A monthly showcase of solo perfor- 
mances. Last Sunday of every month, 7 p.m., $12. 
Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, stagewerx.org. 

Something for the Boys: San Francisco's musical 
theater revivalists 42nd Street Moon stage Cole 
Porter's WWll-era romp for the holidays. Wednes- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 14, $25-$75, 
42ndstmoon.org. Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, 
788-7469, theeurekatheatre.com. 

Superheroes: With the shrapnel from the crack co- 
caine explosion still embedded in the streets of the 
Tenderloin, this new play by Sean San José follows 
a journalist — inspired in no small part by the late 
Gary Webb — as she struggles to untangle the truth, 
both psychological and political, behind the epidemic. 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 21, 
$10-$50, cuttingball.com. Exit Theatre on Taylor, 
277 Taylor, 673-3847, sffringe.org. 

Three Tall Women: Custom Made’s Katja Rivera directs 
this Pulitzer Prize-winning drama of self-deception by 
Edward Albee. Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through 
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Dec. 7, $20-$40. The Custom Made Theatre Co., 1620 
Gough, 798-2682, custommade.org. 


Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind: A twice- 


weekly theater experiment in which the S.F. Neo-Fu- 
turists attempt to perform 30 short plays ... inrandom 
order ... ina mere 60 minutes ... with a ticking 
timeclock to keep them honest. Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m., $15, sfneofuturists.com. Boxcar Playhouse, 
505 Natoma, 776-1747, boxcartheatre.org. 


The Totalitarians: This black comedy by Z Space 


playwright-in-residence Peter Sinn Nachtrieb is 
about a Nebraska political campaign by Penny, a 
dark horse and dim bulb; it's also about the way we 
talk about elections, prizing buzz over substance. 
“The play's trying to explore the meaninglessness 
of political language,” Nachtrieb says, and in that 
goal, he’s an equal-opportunity satirist. Through 
Nov. 30; Through Dec. 7; Through Dec. 14, $20-$50, 
zspace.org/new-work/the-totalitarians. Z Below, 
470 Florida, 626-0453, zspace.org. 


True West: This inaugural stage production from 


Theater MadCap is a veritable San Francisco classic: 
a Sam Shepard drama about battling brothers that 
was originally premiered at the Magic Theatre in 
1980. Fridays-Sundays. Continues through Nov. 30, 
$20-$50, theatermadcap.com. Inner Mission, 2050 
Bryant, facebook.com/InnerMissionSf. 
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MISSION BOY 
MAKES GOOD 


Ten-time Grammy winner and Rock 
and Roll Hall of Famer Carlos San- 
tana, whose legend is more colossal 
than either of those institutions, 
might cross your path in a Marin 
supermarket or at a restaurant. If 
you caught his eye, he would no 
doubt give youa nod anda chill 
“What’s up?” But what’s it like to 
sell 100 million records and per- 
form for 100 million people? 
Chances are that conversation 
would take a bit longer than the ap- 
petizers, so you might want to 
check out Santana’s new memoir, 
The Universal Tone, which be- 
gins with his childhood in Mexico 
and chronicles his move to the Mis- 
sion District in San Francisco, 
where he found fame in the 1960s 
underground rock scene. Of course, 
that was just the beginning. Pre- 
sented by the Booksmith, Santana 
appears in conversation with Rolling 
Stone’s Ben Fong-Torres, and admis- 
sion includes a copy of the book. 
Carlos Santana discusses The 
Universal Tone at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Castro Theatre, 429 Castro 
St., S.F. $35-$45; 863-8688 or 
booksmith.com. Evan Karp 
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2014 Christmas Revels: An American Journey: Dec. 12- 
14; Dec. 19-21, $10-$60, californiarevels.org. Scottish 
Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside, Oakland, 925-798-1300, 
oakland-scottishrite.org. 

22nd Annual Kung Pao Kosher Comedy: Non-yuletide 
cheer featuring comedians Jeremy Hotz, Ophira 
Eisenberg, Simon Cadel, and Lisa Geduldig, with 
partial proceeds benefiting the Jewish Family & 
Children’s Services Food Programs and S.F. Suicide 
Prevention. Dec. 24-26, 5 & 8:30 p.m., $45-$65, 
koshercomedy.com. New Asia Restaurant, 772 
Pacific, 391-6666. 

44th Annual KPFA Crafts Fair: Dec. 20-21, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m., $5-$10, kpfa.org/craftsfair. Craneway Pavilion, 
1414 Harbour Way S., Richmond, 510-215-6000, 
craneway.com. 

50th Annual Tree Lighting in Ghirardelli Square: Fri., 
Nov. 28, 4-9 p.m. Ghirardelli Square, 900 N. Point, 
775-5500, ghirardellisq.com. 

555 California Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony: With 
Phillip Phillips, Pacific Boychoir Academy, Ronnie Lott, 
Dick Bright, and more. Tue., Dec. 2, 5:30 p.m., free. 
555 California, 555 California, 555cal.com. 

A Christmas Carol: Starting Dec. 5, Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 28, $20-$110. American 
Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), 415 Geary, 749-2228, 
act-sf.org. 

A Gospel Christmas with Kim Nalley: Sun., Dec. 21, 7 
&9p.m., $24. Biscuits & Blues, 401 Mason, 292-2583, 
biscuitsandblues.com. 

A Holiday Cruise Aboard the San Francisco Spirit: 
With H.0.S.H., Anthony Mansfield, Johnnie Walker, 
Bob Campbell, Papa Lu, and Ali Sun., Dec. 21,5 p.m., 
$50-$80. Hornblower Cruises, Pier 3, 788-8866, 
hornblower.com. 

AHoliday Gospel Celebration with Lynette & Bridgette 
Bailey, Anika Evans, Drew Allen, Kirk McHenry: 
Sun., Dec. 7, 3 p.m., $28.75-$35.75. The Addition, 
1330 Fillmore, 655-6500, theaddition.com. 

A Holiday Tradition: Dec. 13-14, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., free 
admission (tours $5-$10). Dunsmuir Hellman Historic 
Estate, 2960 Peralta Oaks Court, Oakland, 510-562- 
0328, dunsmuir-hellman.com. 

A John Waters Christmas: Sat., Nov. 29, 8 p.m., sold 
out. Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 885- 
0750, slimspresents.com. 

A Merri-achi Christmas: With Mariachi Sol de México de 
José Hernandez and Mariachi Reyna de Los Angeles 
Sun., Dec. 14, 8 p.m., $15-$80. Davies Symphony Hall, 
201 Van Ness, 864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 

A Peter White Christmas: Featuring Rick Braun and 
Mindi Abair. Thu., Dec. 18, 8 & 10 p.m., $39. Yoshi's 
Oakland, 510 Embarcadero W., Oakland, 510-238- 
9200, yoshis.com. 

A Very Shut-Ins Xmas: Fri., Dec. 19, 7 p.m. Bazaar 
Cafe, 5927 California, 831-5620, bazaarcafe.com. 

Alice in Winterland: With Ed Sheeran, Train, and 
Christina Perri Thu., Dec. 4, 7:30 p.m., $58.50-$115.50 
advance, radioalice.com. The Masonic, 1111 California, 
877-598-8497, sfmasonic.com. 

Alvon Johnson Holiday Party: Wed., Dec. 24, 8 p.m., 
$19. Yoshi's Oakland, 510 Embarcadero W., Oakland, 
510-238-9200, yoshis.com. 

American Bach Soloists: Handel's Messiah: Tue., 
Dec. 16, 7:30 p.m.; Dec. 18-19, 7:30 p.m., $27-$97, 
americanbach.org. Grace Cathedral, 1100 California, 
149-6300, gracecathedral.org. 

Annual Tree Lighting in Jack London Square: Fri., Dec. 
5, 5-7 p.m., free. Jack London Square, Broadway, 
Oakland, 510-814-6000, jacklondonsquare.com. 

As You Like It: Third Annual Holiday Ugly Sweater 
Party: With Rebolledo, Beautiful Swimmers, and 
Bells & Whistles Fri., Dec. 12, 10 p.m., $15-$20 ad- 
vance, ayli-sf.com. Monarch, 101 Sixth St., 284-9774, 
monarchsf.com. 

The Bay Brass with Jonathan Dimmock: A Brass & 
Organ Christmas: Tue., Dec. 9, 7:30 p.m., $15-$50, 
cityboxoffice.com. Grace Cathedral, 1100 California, 
149-6300, gracecathedral.org. 

Beach Blanket Babylon Holiday Extravaganza: 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 31, 
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$25-$160, beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 
678 Green, 421-4222, beachblanketbabylon.com. 

Bill Graham Menorah Lighting: Dec. 16-23, free. Union 
Square Park, 333 Post, 831-2700, unionsquarepark.us. 

Black & Blue Friday: S&M-themed holiday pop-up 
(hmmm...) shop featuring fetish trunk sales, bondage 
book signings, and more. Fri., Nov. 28, 11 a.m.-5 p.m., 
free. Wicked Grounds, 289 Eighth St., 503-0405, 
wickedgrounds.com. 

The Blind Boys of Alabama Christmas Show: Sat., Dec. 
20, 7:30 p.m., $45-$95. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, 
866-920-5299, sfjazz.org. 

The Blind Boys of Alabama Christmas Show: Sun., Dec. 
21, 8 p.m., $28-$35. Wells Fargo Center for the Arts, 
50 Mark W. Springs Rd., Santa Rosa, 707-546-3600, 
wellsfargocenterarts.org. 

B.0.0.B.S.: UnWrapped for the Holidays: Wed., Dec. 
17, 7 p.m., $15. Feinstein’s at the Nikko, 222 Mason, 
394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 

The Cadillac Christmas Concert: With the Jeffrey Chin 
Trio Fri., Dec. 12, 12:30 p.m., free. Cadillac Hotel, 380 
Eddy, 673-7223, cadillachotel.org. 

California Bach Society: A German Christmas: Fri., 
Dec. 5, 8 p.m., $33, calbach.org. St. Mark's Lutheran 
Church, 1111 O'Farrell, 928-7770, stmarks-sf.org. 

Candlelight Concert: With the SFSU Women’s Chorus, 
SFSU Chamber Singers, and SFSU University Chorus. 
Fri., Dec. 5, 8 p.m., $10-$15. Most Holy Redeemer 
Church, 100 Diamond, 863-6259, mhr.org. 

Cantus: All Is Calm - The Christmas Truce of 1914: 
Thu., Dec. 4, 8 p.m., $56. First Congregational 
Church - Berkeley, 2345 Channing, Berkeley, 510- 
848-3696, fccb.org. 

Celtic Woman: Home for Christmas - The Symphony 
Tour: Tue., Dec. 9, 8 p.m., $59-$85. Wells Fargo Center 
for the Arts, 50 Mark W. Springs Rd., Santa Rosa, 
707-546-3600, wellsfargocenterarts.org. 

Chanticleer: A Chanticleer Christmas: Fri., Dec. 12, 8 
p.m., $35-$69, chanticleer.org. Cathedral of Christ 
the Light, 2121 Harrison, Oakland, 510-832-5057, 
ctlcathedral.org. 

Chanticleer: A Chanticleer Christmas: Sat., Dec. 13, 
8 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 21, 8 p.m., $35-$69, chanticleer. 
org. St. Ignatius Church, 650 Parker, 422-2188, 
stignatiussf.org. 

Chanticleer: A Chanticleer Christmas: Tue., Dec. 16, 8 
p.m., $35-$69, chanticleer.org. First Congregational 
Church - Berkeley, 2345 Channing, Berkeley, 510- 
848-3696, fccb.org. 

Charles Phoenix Retro Holiday Slide Show: Sun., Dec. 
14, 6 p.m., $29.95, charlesphoenix.com. Empress of 
China, 838 Grant, 434-1345, empressofchinasf.com. 

The Christmas in San Francisco Crystal Fair: Sat., 
Nov. 29, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., Nov. 30, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 
$8, crystalfair.com. Fort Mason, Conference Center, 
Marina, 345-7500, fortmason.org. 

Christmas with the Celts: Fri., Nov. 28, 8 & 10 p.m., 
$33-$63. Yoshi's Oakland, 510 Embarcadero W., 
Oakland, 510-238-9200, yoshis.com. 

City Ballet School: The Nutcracker: Sat., Dec. 13, 2&7 
p.m.; Sun., Dec. 14, 2 p.m., $30-$40, cityballetschool. 
org. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, 567-6642, 
palaceoffinearts.org. 

Clairdee’s 12th Annual Christmas Eve Show: Wed., 
Dec. 24, 8 p.m., $22-$25. The Addition, 1330 Fillmore, 
655-6500, theaddition.com. 

The Colors of Christmas: With Peabo Bryson, Taylor 
Dayne, Jennifer Holliday, Ruben Studdard, and the 
S.F. Symphony Dec. 15-17, 8 p.m., $15-$93. Davies Sym- 
phony Hall, 201 Van Ness, 864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 

Cookies Christmas Party: With Berner, Kool John, and 
guests Tue., Dec. 23, 8 p.m., $30-$33. The Regency 
Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, 673-5716, theregencyball- 
room.com. 

Dave Koz & Friends: Christmas Tour 2014: With 
Jonathan Butler, Christopher Cross, and Maysa Sun., 
Dec. 21, 8 p.m., $49.50-$125.50. Warfield Theatre, 
982 Market, 345-0900, thewarfieldtheatre.com. 

The Denali Foundation Christmas Party: Thu., Dec. 
11, 7 p.m., $20 suggested donation, facebook.com/ 
denalifoundation. Madrone Art Bar, 500 Divisadero, 


241-0202, madroneartbar.com. 

East Bay Sanctuary Covenant's 22nd Annual Interna- 
tional Holiday Crafts Fair: Nov. 29-30, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., 
free, eastbaysanctuary.org. First Congregational 
Church - Berkeley, 2345 Channing, Berkeley, 510- 
848-3696, fccb.org. 

El Mercado: A Holiday Market at Ghirardelli Square: 
Sat., Dec. 6, 11a.m.-8 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 7, 11 a.m.-6 p.m., 
free, elmercadosf.com. Ghirardelli Square, 900 N. 
Point, 775-5500, ghirardellisg.com. 

The Elf Party 2014: Sat., Dec. 6, 8:30 p.m., $50 advance, 
elfparty2014.eventbrite.com. The Regency Ballroom, 
1290 Sutter, 673-5716, theregencyballroom.com. 

Elf the Musical: Starting Dec. 12, Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 28, $45-$160. Curran Theatre, 
445 Geary, 551-2000, shnsf.com. 

Golden Bough: Christmas in a Celtic Land: Fri., Dec. 
19, 8 p.m., $14-S17. Old First Presbyterian Church, 1751 
Sacramento, 776-5552, oldfirst.org. 

The Golden Girls: The Christmas Episodes: Starting 
Dec. 4, Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 21, $25, goldengirlssf.eventbrite.com. Victoria 
Theatre, 2961 16th St., 863-7576, victoriatheatre.org. 

The Grace Cathedral Choir of Men & Boys: A Cathe- 
dral Christmas: Dec. 13-14, 3 p.m.; Mon., Dec. 15, 
7 p.m.; Dec. 20-21, 3 p.m., $15-$50, cityboxoffice. 
com. Grace Cathedral, 1100 California, 749-6300, 
gracecathedral.org. 

The Great Dickens Christmas Fair & Victorian 
Holiday Party: Saturdays, Sundays, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Continues through Dec. 21, $12-$30, dickensfair. 
com. Cow Palace, 2600 Geneva, Daly City, 404-4111, 
cowpalace.com. 

Grrrl Brigade: Peace on Earth: Dec. 13-14, 2 & 6 p.m., 
$15-$20. Dance Mission Theater, 3316 24th St., 273- 
4633, dancemission.com. 

The Guardsmen Holiday Tree Lot: Nov. 29-Dec. 21,9 
a.m.-9 p.m., free, guardsmentreelot.com. Fort Mason, 
Festival Pavilion, Marina, 292-3531, fortmason.org. 

Harry Shearer & Judith Owen: Christmas Without 
Tears: Tue., Dec. 16, 8 p.m., $30-$70. The Addition, 
1330 Fillmore, 655-6500, theaddition.com. 

Help Is on the Way for the Holidays XIII: Just Be 
.-- Who You Want to Be!: Richmond/Ermet AIDS 
Foundation benefit concert featuring Kinky Boots cast 
members, LaToya London, Davis Gaines, Jason Brock, 
Jai Rodriguez, more Mon., Dec. 8, 7:30 p.m., $40+, 
helpisontheway.org. Marines’ Memorial Theatre, 
609 Sutter, 673-6672, marineclub.com/theatre.php. 

Ho Ho Holiday Comedy & Variety Show: Featuring 
Carrie Avritt, Cassandra Gorgeous, Anthony Guzman, 
Brad Loekle, Pete Munoz, Demar Randy, Emily Epstein 
White, and Santa's Helpers. Sun., Dec. 14, 7 p.m., $10 
(free with wrapped toy donation), facebook.com/ 
HellaGayComedyShow. Pa’ ina, 1865 Post, 829-2642, 
painasf.com. 

Holiday Guitar Ensemble Concert: Fri., Dec. 5, 8 
p.m., $14-$17. Old First Presbyterian Church, 1751 
Sacramento, 776-5552, oldfirst.org. 

Holiday Ice Rink at Embarcadero Center: Through Jan. 
4, 2015, $6-$10 (+ $4 for skate rentals), embarcadero- 
center.com. Justin Herman Plaza, 1 Market, 772-0700. 

Holiday Tea at the Old Mint: Wed., Dec. 3, 12 & 3 p.m., 
$75-$85, brownpapertickets.com/event/889785. Old 
Mint, 88 Fifth St., 537-1105, sanfranciscomuseum.org. 

Home for “all of’ the Holidays: With the San Francisco 
Bay Area Theatre Company. Mon., Dec. 22, 8 p.m., 
$29-$50 ($9 for students), sfbatco.com. Brava 
Theater Center, 2781 24th St., 641-7657, brava.org. 

Homo for the Holidays: With Annah Anti-Palindrome, 
Shane Fairchild, The Goat & The Feather, Manish 
Vaidya, DJ Sissyslap, plus arts, crafts, and baked 
goods for sale. Sun., Nov. 30, 3-8 p.m., $5, facebook. 
com/events/753716757997842. El Rio, 3158 Mission, 
282-3325, elriosf.com. 

How the Grouch Stole Christmas: With the Grouch & 
Eligh, CunninLynguists, DJ Abilities, and DJ Fresh 
Fri., Dec. 19, 9 p.m., $22.50-$32.50 advance. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, 346-6000, thefillmore.com. 

Joey DeFrancesco Trio: Home for the Holidays: 
Thu., Dec. 11, 8 & 10 p.m., $24. Yoshi's Oakland, 510 








Embarcadero W., Oakland, 510-238-9200, yoshis.com. 
Katya ... A Holiday Spectacular: With Katya Smirn- 

off-Skyy. Dec. 20-21, 7 p.m., $30-$45. Feinstein's at 

the Nikko, 222 Mason, 394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 

KBLX Hot Winter Night: With Blackstreet, Faith Evans, 
Angie Fisher, and Calvin Richardson Fri., Dec. 12, 8 
p.m., $39.50-$128. Paramount Theatre, 2025 Broad- 
way, Oakland, 510-465-6400, paramounttheatre.com. 

KFOG Concert for Kids: UCSF Benioff Children's 
Hospital and Toys for Tots benefit concert with David 
Gray, Young Rising Sons, James Bay Sat., Dec. 13, 7 
p.m., $30-$125 advance, kfog.com. City National 
Civic, 135 W. San Carlos, San Jose, 408-792-4145, 
sanjosetheaters.org. 

KFOG Concert for Kids: UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital 
and Toys for Tots benefit concert with The Head & 
The Heart, Wild Cub Mon., Dec. 15, 7 p.m., $30-$143 
advance, kfog.com. The Masonic, 1111 California, 
877-598-8497, sfmasonic.com. 

Kimberley Locke: Two nights with the singing ‘‘Queen of 
Christmas.” Dec. 4-5, 8 p.m. Feinstein’s at the Nikko, 
222 Mason, 394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 

Kimochi's Silver Bells Arts & Crafts and Food Faire: 
Sat., Dec. 13, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., free, kimochi-inc.org. 
St. Mary's Cathedral, 1111 Gough, 567-4040, stmary- 
cathedralsf.org. 

The Kinsey Sicks: Oy Vey in a Manger: Sat., Dec. 13, 8 
p.m., $25-$55, kinseysicks.com. Castro Theatre, 429 
Castro, 621-6120, castrotheatre.com. 

Kitka: Wintersongs: Sat., Dec. 20, 8 p.m., $15-$30, kitka. 
org. Old First Presbyterian Church, 1751 Sacramento, 
776-5552, oldfirst.org. 

The Klezmatics: Happy Joyous Hanukkah: Sun., Dec. 
21, 7 p.m., $25-$60. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, 
866-920-5299, sfjazz.org. 

KMEL Holiday House of Soul: With Jhené Aiko, SZA, 
The Internet, Adrian Marcel, BJ The Chicago Kid, 
and Anderson .Paak Wed., Dec. 10, 8 p.m., $36-$50, 





kmel.com. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, 345-0900, 
thewarfieldtheatre.com. 

Krampus: The Dark Side of Christmas: Visual pre- 
sentation and Q&A session with Matthew Souzis. 
Sat., Dec. 6, 7 p.m., free. Adobe Books, 3130 24th 
St., 864-3936, adobebooks.com. 

La Posarela: Bilingual holiday musical presented by the 
Community Music Center. Fri., Dec. 5, 7 p.m.; Sat., 
Dec. 6, 3&7 p.m., $5-$7. Brava Theater Center, 2781 
24th St., 641-7657, brava.org. 

Latke Ball 2014: Wed., Dec. 24, 9 p.m., $30-$55, 
jewishfed.org/latkeball2014. Ruby Skye, 420 Mason, 
693-0777, rubyskye.com. 

Le Jazz Hot Holiday Concert: Sat., Dec. 6, 11 a.m., 
$10-$15. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, 866-920-5299, 
sfjazz.org. 

Legends Live: Glide Annual Holiday Jam 2014: With 
Joan Baez, Rita Moreno, Paula West, The Glide 
Ensemble, and more Thu., Dec. 4, 7 p.m., $65-$250, 
glide.org/mosal4. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, 
345-0900, thewarfieldtheatre.com. 

Live 105 Not So Silent Night: With Linkin Park, Fall Out 
Boy, Rise Against, Young the Giant, Future Islands, 
and Walk the Moon Fri., Dec. 12, 6 p.m., $39.50-$69.50 
advance, livel05.com. Oracle Arena, 7000 Coliseum, 
Oakland, 510-569-2121, coliseum.com. 

Live 105 Not So Silent Night: With Imagine Dragons, 
Alt-J, Interpol, Cage the Elephant, Spoon, and Vance 
Joy Sat., Dec. 13, 6 p.m., $39.50-$69.50 advance, 
livel05.com. Oracle Arena, 7000 Coliseum, Oakland, 
510-569-2121, coliseum.com. 

Live 105 Soundcheck Holiday Party: With Glass 
Animals, Royal Blood, The Trims, Fritz Montana, and 
DJ Aaron Axelsen Wed., Dec. 10, 9 p.m., $18 advance. 
DNA Lounge, 375 Tith St., 626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

Lunasa: Celtic Christmas: Thu., Dec. 18, 7:30 p.m., 
$25-$60. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, 866-920- 
5299, sfjazz.org. 
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by Peter Sinn Nachtrieb | Directed by Ken Prestininzi 
A National New Play Network Rolling World Premiere 


A raucous dark comedy about the state of modern political discourse, 
modern relationships and how easy it is to believe truths without facts. 


Nov 19 - Dec 14 


at Z Below, 470 Florida St., San Francisco 
Tickets and Info at www.zspace.org 
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Macy's 25th Annual Great Tree Lighting: Fri., Nov. 28, 
6 p.m., free. Union Square Park, 333 Post, 831-2700, 
unionsquarepark.us. 

Magnificat: Cavalli - A Venetian Christmas Mass: 
Sun., Dec. 21, 4 p.m., $30-$35, sfems.org. St. Mark's 
Lutheran Church, 1111 O'Farrell, 928-7770, stmarks-sf. 
org. 

Mark Foehringer's Nutcracker Sweets: Dec. 13-14, 11 
a.m. & 2 p.m.; Dec. 20-21, 11 a.m., 2 & 4 p.m., $18.50- 
$28.50, nutcrackersweets.org. Fort Mason, Cowell 
Theater, Marina, 345-7575, fortmason.org. 

The MeshugaNutcracker!: Dec. 4-7; Dec. 11-14, $54-$72, 
themeshuganutcracker.com. Marines’ Memorial 
Theatre, 609 Sutter, 673-6672, marineclub.com/ 
theatre.php. 

Michael Feinstein & Debby Boone: White Christmas: 
Sun., Dec. 7, 8 p.m., $20-$90. Davies Symphony Hall, 
201 Van Ness, 864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 

Mittens & Mistletoe: A Winter Circus Cabaret: Sweet 
Can Productions holiday variety show featuring 
circus performers and more. Dec. 19-24; Dec. 26-28, 
$15-$65, sweetcanproductions.com. Dance Mission 
Theater, 3316 24th St., 273-4633, dancemission.com. 

Mix 106.5 Very Merry Mixxer: With American Authors, 
Matt Nathanson, Andy Grammer, and Paloma Faith 
Thu., Dec. 4, 7:30 p.m., enter to win tickets, my- 
mix1065.com. City National Civic, 135 W. San Carlos, 
San Jose, 408-792-4145, sanjosetheaters.org. 

Moscow Ballet: Great Russian Nutcracker: Fri., Dec. 
19, 8 p.m., $28-$98.75 advance, nutcracker.com. Flint 
Center, 21250 Stevens Creek, Cupertino, 408-864- 
8820, flintcenter.com. 

Moscow Ballet: Great Russian Nutcracker: Sat., 
Dec. 20, 3 & 7 p.m., $34-$181 advance, nutcracker. 
com. Wells Fargo Center for the Arts, 50 Mark W. 
Springs Rd., Santa Rosa, 707-546-3600, wellsfar- 
gocenterarts.org. 

Natasha Miller: Performing holiday songs from The 
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Season and What Christmas Means to Me Sun., Dec. 
7, 7 p.m., $18-$22. The Addition, 1330 Fillmore, 655- 
6500, theaddition.com. 

New Century Chamber Orchestra: Holiday Favorites: 
With the San Francisco Girls Chorus Sat., Dec. 20, 8 
p.m., $29-$61, ncco.org. Nourse Theatre, 275 Hayes, 
563-2463, cityarts.net/nourse. 

Oakland Ballet Company: Graham Lustig’s The 
Nutcracker: Sat., Dec. 20, 2 & 8 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 21, 
2 p.m., $22-$70.50, oaklandballet.org. Paramount 
Theatre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland, 510-465-6400, 
paramounttheatre.com. 

Oakland East Bay Symphony: Let Us Break Bread 
Together - A Holiday Tribute to Pete Seeger: 
Sun., Dec. 14, 4 p.m., $15-$55, oebs.org. Paramount 
Theatre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland, 510-465-6400, 
paramounttheatre.com. 
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Mike Koozmin 

Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir: 29th Annual Holiday 
Concert: With guests Kim Burrell and Kid Beyond 
Sat., Dec. 6, 7 p.m., $12-$42. Paramount Theatre, 
2025 Broadway, Oakland, 510-465-6400, para- 
mounttheatre.com. 

Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir: Wed., Dec. 24, 7 
& 9:30 p.m., $15. Slim's, 333 Tith St., 255-0333, 
slimspresents.com. 

Pacific Chamber Symphony: Handel's Messiah: Sun.., 
Nov. 30, 2 p.m., $11-$55, pacificchambersymphony. 
org. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore, 
925-373-6800, livermoreperformingarts.org. 

Parker's Christmas Craptacular: Thu., Dec. 18, 7 
p.m. Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd St., 647-2888, 
makeoutroom.com. 

Paula Poundstone’s Fifth Annual Ha Ha Ho Ho Holiday 
Comedy Show: Fri., Dec. 19, 8 p.m., $35-$53.65 
advance. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, 567-6642, 
palaceoffinearts.org. 

Peninsula Youth Ballet: The Nutcracker - 20th 
Anniversary: Starting Nov. 29, Saturdays, Sundays, 
2 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 6, 7 p.m. Continues through Dec. 7, 
$35+, pyb.org. San Mateo Performing Arts Center, 
600 N. Delaware, San Mateo, 650-762-0258. 

Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra: Vivaldi & Zelenka 
- A Joyous Christmas: Fri., Dec. 5, 8 p.m., $25- 
$100. Calvary Presbyterian Church, 2515 Fillmore, 
346-3832, calvarypresbyterian.org. 

Piedmont East Bay Children's Choir: With Joyful 
Ring - A Candlelight Concert: Sun., Dec. 7, 4 p.m., 
$14-$17, piedmontchoirs.org. Old First Presbyterian 
Church, 1751 Sacramento, 776-5552, oldfirst.org. 

Popscene’s 2014 Holiday Gala: With Moving Units, plus 
DJs Aaron Axelsen & Omar Thu., Dec. 18, 9:30 p.m., 
$13-$15, popscene-sf.com. Rickshaw Stop, 155 Fell, 
861-2011, rickshawstop.com. 

Posada Navideiia: Fri., Dec. 19, 7 p.m., $5-$10. Wells 
Fargo Center for the Arts, 50 Mark W. Springs Rd., 
Santa Rosa, 707-546-3600, wellsfargocenterarts.org. 

Ragazzi Boys Chorus: Wintersong: Sun., Dec. 14, 4 p.m., 
$14-$17, ragazzi.org. Old First Presbyterian Church, 
1751 Sacramento, 776-5552, oldfirst.org. 

Ragemas: Black Tie Black Dress - A Holiday Ball: 
Sat., Dec. 6, 9 p.m., $65-$85 advance (includes 
open bar), ragemas.com. Venue 550, 550 15th St., 
510-816-0420, venue550.com. 

The Return of Aimee Mann's Christmas Show: 
Featuring Aimee Mann, Ted Leo, Susannah Hoffs, 
Tim Heidecker, and more Fri., Dec. 5, 9 p.m., $35- 
$47 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, 346-6000, 
thefillmore.com. 

RiffTrax Life: Santa Claus: Thu., Dec. 4, 8 p.m.., rifftrax. 
com. Century San Francisco Centre 9 and XD, 845 
Market, 538-8422, cinemark.com. 

Ritz-Carlton Tree Lighting Ceremony: Thu., Dec. 4, 
5:30 p.m., free. Ritz-Carlton Hotel, 600 Stockton, 296- 
7465, ritzcarlton.com/en/Properties/SanFrancisco. 

Robert Walter's Holiday Folly: Sat., Dec. 6, 9:30 p.m., 
$18 advance. Boom Boom Room, 1601 Fillmore, 673- 
8000, boomboomblues.com. 
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Russ Lorenson: Christmas in San Francisco: Featuring 
Carly Ozard and the Kelly Park Big Band Thu., Dec. 11, 
8 p.m., $25-$40. Feinstein’s at the Nikko, 222 Mason, 
394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 

Safeway Holiday Ice Rink: Through Jan. 19, 2015, 
10 a.m.-11:30 p.m., $7-S11 (+ $6 for skate rentals), 
unionsquareicerink.com. Union Square Park, 333 
Post, 831-2700, unionsquarepark.us. 

San Francisco Ballet: The Nutcracker: Dec. 12-16; 
Dec. 18-24; Dec. 26-29, sfballet.org. War Memorial 
Opera House, 301 Van Ness, 864-3330, sfwmpac.org. 

San Francisco Bazaar Holiday Show: Dec. 13-14, 11 
a.m.-6 p.m., free, sanfranciscobazaar.org. Fort Mason, 
Herbst Pavilion, Marina, 345-7500, fortmason.org. 

San Francisco Choral Artists: Postcards from Abroad: 
Sat., Dec. 13, 8 p.m., $12-$30, sfca.org. St. Mark's 
Lutheran Church, 1111 O'Farrell, 928-7770, stmarks-sf. 


org. 

San Francisco City Chorus: Sing-Along Messiah & 
Holiday Fair: Sun., Dec. 14, 7 p.m., $10, sfcitychorus. 
org/messiah. Lakeside Presbyterian Church, 201 
Eucalyptus, 564-8833, lakesidesf.org. 

San Francisco Gay Men's Chorus: Dancers, Prancers, 
and Vixens: Fri., Dec. 12, 8 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 13, 2&8 





p.m., $25-$65, sfgmc.org. Nourse Theatre, 275 Hayes, 
563-2463, cityarts.net/nourse. 

San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus: 25 Christmas 
Eves (and Counting) - 25th Annual Home for the 
Holidays: Wed., Dec. 24,5, 7&9 p.m., $25-$35. Castro 
Theatre, 429 Castro, 621-6120, castrotheatre.com. 

San Francisco Girls Chorus: Northern Lights: Mon., 
Dec. 8, 8 p.m., $30-$65, sfgirlschorus.org. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, 864-6000, sfsym- 
phony.org. 

San Francisco Lesbian/Gay Freedom Band: Dance- 
Along Nutcracker - Frosty’s Hawaiian Holiday: 
Sat., Dec. 13, 2:30 & 7 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 14, 11 a.m. & 3 
p.m., $10-$50. Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 701 
Mission, 978-2787, ybca.org. 

San Francisco Renaissance Voices: A Festival of 
Lessons & Carols: Sat., Dec. 20, 7:30 p.m., free, 
SFRVoices.org. Seventh Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
1329 Seventh Ave., 664-2543, seventhavenuec- 
hurch.org. 

San Francisco Sinfonietta: Handel's Sing It Yourself 
Messiah: Mon., Dec. 8, 7:30 p.m., $15-$30, sfsinfo- 
nietta.org. Mission Dolores, 3321 16th St., 510-343- 
6146, missiondolores.org. 

The Santaland Diaries: Dec. 17-24, $15-$25, combi- 
nedartform.com. Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, 
788-7469, theeurekatheatre.com. 

Saturdays Unplugged: Hanukkah: With Saul Goodman's 
Klezmer Band Sat., Dec. 20, 4 p.m., free. Jewish 
Community Center of San Francisco, 3200 California, 
292-1200, jccsf.org. 

S.F. Symphony: Peter and the Wolf: With Rita Moreno 
Sun., Dec. 14, 1& 4 p.m., $15-$65. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, 864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 

S.F. Symphony: Handel's Messiah: Dec. 18-20, 8 p.m., 
$15-$154. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, 864- 
6000, sfsymphony.org. 

S.F. Symphony: A Charlie Brown Christmas - Live!: 
Fri., Dec. 19, 4 p.m.; Dec. 20-24, 2 p.m.; Dec. 21-23, 
7:30 p.m., $25-$75. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van 
Ness, 864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 

S.F. Symphony: Deck the Hall - Holiday Favorites: Sun., 
Dec. 7, 11a.m. & 3 p.m., $40-$58. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, 864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 
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S.F. Symphony: Home Alone: Holiday film screening 
with the Ragazzi Boys Chorus, San Francisco Boys 
Chorus, and San Francisco Girls Chorus Dec. 12-13, 
7:30 p.m., $25-$80. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van 
Ness, 864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 

SFSU Ceramic Guild Annual Holiday Sale: Dec. 1-5, 
9 a.m., free. SFSU Campus, Fine Arts Building, 1600 
Holloway, 338-6535, sfsu.edu. 

Sharon McKnight: Twisted Xmas - A Druid’s View 
of the Holidays: Thu., Dec. 18, 8 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 
27, 8 p.m., $25-$40. Feinstein’s at the Nikko, 222 
Mason, 394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 

Shawn Ryan: A Merry Little Xmas: Dec. 6-7, 7 p.m., 
$25-$40. Feinstein’s at the Nikko, 222 Mason, 
394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 

Sing You a Merry Christmas: Sat., Dec. 13, 11 a.m.; 
Sat., Dec. 20, 11 a.m., $10-$25, cityboxoffice. 
com. Grace Cathedral, 1100 California, 749-6300, 
gracecathedral.org. 

Single in the City: Ice skating mixer for singles. 
Thu., Dec. 4, 8 p.m., $7-S11 (+ $6 for skate rentals), 
unionsquareicerink.com. Union Square Park, 333 
Post, 831-2700, unionsquarepark.us. 

Smuin Ballet: The Christmas Ballet, Uncorked!: Dec. 
10-14, $51-$68, smuinballet.org. Mountain View Cen- 
ter for the Performing Arts, 500 Castro, Mountain 
View, 650-903-6000, mountainview.gov/mvcpa. 

Smuin Ballet: The Christmas Ballet, Uncorked!: Dec. 
18-21; Dec. 23-24; Dec. 26-27, $24-S67, smuinballet. 
org. Yerba Buena Center for the Arts Theater, 700 
Howard, 495-6360, ybca.org. 

Soul 4 the Season: With Lydia Pense, Paula Harris, 
Terrie Odabi, and Dana Moret Fri., Dec. 19, 7:30 &10 
p.m., $24-$36 advance. Biscuits & Blues, 401 Mason, 
292-2583, biscuitsandblues.com. 

Soul 4 the Season: With Lydia Pense, Paula Harris, 
Terrie Odabi, and Dana Moret. Tue., Dec. 23, 8 p.m., 
$19. Yoshi's Oakland, 510 Embarcadero W., Oakland, 
510-238-9200, yoshis.com. 

SPCA Holiday Windows at Macy's: The San Francisco 
SPCA hosts its 28th annual pet adoption displays in 
the windows of the downtown Macy's store. Through 
Jan. 4, 2015, free, sfspca.org. Macy's Union Square, 
170 O'Farrell, 397-3333, macys.com. 

St. Francis Sweet Shoppe: Starting Nov. 29, Saturdays, 
Sundays, 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Continues through Dec. 
21. The Westin St. Francis, 335 Powell, 397-7000, 
westinstfrancis.com. 

Strangers with XXXmas Candy: Starting Dec. 4, 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 20, $30. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, 673-3847, 
theexit.org. 

Terry Disley’s Jazz-Nutcracker: Sun., Dec. 7, 4:30 
p.m., $35. Douglas Beach House, 311 Mirada Rd., Half 
Moon Bay, thedouglasbeachhouse.com. 

‘Tis the Season for Science: Nov. 26-Jan. 4. California 
Academy of Sciences, 55 Music Concourse, 379- 
8000, calacademy.org. 

Union Street Fantasy of Lights: Sat., Dec. 6, 3-7 p.m., 
free. Union Street, between Van Ness & Steiner, 
unionstreetsf.com. 

Western Addition Holiday Indie Mart: Tue., Dec. 9, 
5-10 p.m., free. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, 
771-1420, theindependentsf.com. 

Westlake School for the Performing Arts: The 
Nutcracker: Sat., Dec. 6, 6 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 7, 2 
p.m.; Mon., Dec. 8, 1 p.m., $30-$35, wspadance. 
com. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, 567-6642, 
palaceoffinearts.org. 

Windham Hill Winter Solstice Concert: With Barbara 
Higbie, Will Ackerman, and Liz Story Fri., Dec. 19, 
7:30 p.m., $25-$60. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, 
866-920-5299, sfjazz.org. 

Winter Walk S.F.: A pop-up holiday pedestrian plaza 
next to Union Park on Stockton between Geary and 
Ellis. Nov. 28-Jan. 1, free, visitunionsquaresf.com/ 
event/winter_walk_sf. Union Square Park, 333 Post, 
831-2700, unionsquarepark.us. 

Yvonne Flores: Under the Mistletoe: Fri., Dec. 19, 8 
p.m., $25-$40. Feinstein's at the Nikko, 222 Mason, 
394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 
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By Lou Fancher 


San Francisco-based artist and 
illustrator Mark Ulriksen says it’s hard to 
stand out in today’s blitz of media. 
Anyone who's ever glanced at his 
work might disagree. Whether in The 
New Yorker, Rolling Stone, Time, News- 


week, The New York Times, or any num- 


ber of other national magazines and 
newspapers, his trademark, graphic, 
tiny-handed caricatures are instantly 
recognizable. 

Now out with a new book, Dogs 
Rule, Nonchalantly, Ulriksen is the 
ultimate operator. Selected from 100 
paintings the 57-year-old artist com- 
pleted during his career to date, the 
67 images in Dogs Rule (five are orig- 
inals created for the book) introduce 
eight dogs he has known intimately 


and tells a universal story of devotion, 


drooling, death, and the unlimited 
dividends of living with man’s best 
friend. 

The combined firepower has pro- 
duced a hoopla, but Ulriksen’s not 
resting on his laurels. After the San 
Francisco Giants won the World 
Series, Ulriksen set out to complete 
what is now a trilogy: commem- 
orative paintings celebrating the 
2010, ’12, and ’14 victories. Dogs 
and baseball players might not 
have that much in common at first 
glance, but both sets of illustra- 
tions draw from Ulriksen’s real life 
to produce something memorable. 


SF Weekly: It seems like 
you've had a lot of dogs in 
your life. Do you have good 
dog karma? 

Mark Ulriksen: There are a 
lot of dogs in the book because 
it’s not only the dogs I had when 
I was a kid. My parents got di- 
vorced and they each had dogs. 
My mom became a widow when 
my stepfather died and got an- 
other dog, and then my in-laws 
have a dog, so yeah, there’ve 
been a lot of dogs. We’ve only 
had two since my marriage, both 
chocolate labs, Henry and Ted. 


Let's say you are reincarnat- 
ed as a dog. What kind would 
you be? 

I once answered questions for an 
online thing where they asked what 
kind of car you drove, then told you 
what kind of dog you'd be based on 
the car. My wife came up as a golden 
retriever. I was a chihuahua, which 
didn’t strike me as the kind of dog I'd 


be. I'd definitely be a retriever because 
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they’re wonderful, 

friendly dogs — or a good old mutt 
because I'd live a long time. I’m a huge 
fan of The Wire and if I had a terrier 
I'd name it McNulty. 


I'm interested in “noncha- 
lantly.” Why that word, which 
tends to mean cool and calm 
and not the bundle of energy 
and enthusiasm you show dogs 
to have in your book? 

It came to me at one point while 
working on the book. I remembered 
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Working like a Dog 
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one painting | did for a very sci- 
entific article for Atlantic Monthly 
about how smart dogs are at 
getting what they want. If we’re 
decent owners and give them love, 
they'll get all their needs met. 
They do it in a way that’s subtle 
and in a way that satisfies some of 
our needs. It’s a simpatico relation- 
ship. They rule, but nonchalantly. 


Of the 67 images in the 
book, five are new. Tell me 
about them and why they 
were necessary. What hole do 
they fill? 

The book goes back and forth 
between personal and general. I'd 
think about my dogs and write anec- 
dotes. They don’t really fill holes, but 
all of them felt necessary to bridge 

or sum up ideas. The book wouldn’t 
be complete without them. 

One, I was making a comparison 
between Ted, a perfect dog and the 
focus of our attention because we 
didn’t have kids, and Henry. When 
we got Henry it was always raining 
and training him was hard. He’d pee 
in the house, but we loved him madly. 
His idiosyncrasy now is that he won't 
walk on hardwood floors. We have to 
lay down towels or put rugs togeth- 
er so he'll come in our bedroom. I 
needed a painting to go with saying 
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Paintings by Mark Ulriksen 


something about that, so that’s one of 
the additions. 


This is one of a series of 
books you plan to produce. 
What's next? 

This next one will be baseball 
because I have a backlog of baseball 
paintings. [Dogs Rule producer] Tom 
[Walker] wants a book on how to draw 
a dog, then one on how to see, and 
a dogs versus cats book. You have to 
keep evolving and changing, so having 
done 20 straight years of editorial 
deadlines, I’m planning more books. 
I’m interested in things that are more 
permanent than magazine illustrations 


The Giants: We have to talk 
about them because | know 
you're a huge fan. Did you have 
fun during the World Series? 
Make predictions? 

My work day ended 30 minutes 
before [each game]. We had potlucks: 
wine, beer, cheering, moaning, and 
groaning. In the past I’ve done two 
paintings of the Giants and [self-pro- 
duced] prints. 


You're creating one acryl- 
ic painting titled “Three-Ring 
Circus,” with seminal moments 
from the series. How many 
prints will you produce? 
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lll be making signed, limited-edi- 
tion archival prints on watercolor 
paper. One hundred small [11” x 17’], 
seventy-five medium [16” x 24”], and 
five large [30” x 44”]. 


When will they be ready for 
sale and how do people line up 
for them? 

I hope I can finish the painting 
in mid-November and prints by the 
beginning of December. My email is 
mark@markulriksen.com. Operators 
(me!) will be standing by. Or they can 
contact me via Facebook. I even talk on 
the phone occasionally with interested 
folks. But as you can tell this is a mom- 
and-pop production here. 


Who's the hardest Giant to 
draw and why? 

The hardest Giant to draw has been 
“Pandaval,” as my daughter Lily calls 
him. It was so classic, his catching 
the last out of the World Series with 
the tying run on third base and then 
flopping to the ground in exhaustion 
and relief. The New York Times has a 
good shot of that moment and I’ve 
had to take the perspective from that 
photo and more or less turn him about 
45 degrees clockwise to fit in with my 
composition. 


What other moments are cap- 
tured and was it hard to select 
them? 

Obviously Madison Bumgarner 
and his slingshot delivery is the focal 
point. Around the infield, Sandoval is 
lying on the ground with the last out 
securely in his glove; Crawford and 
Panik are completing that amazing 
double-play from Game 7; and Belt is 
sliding into first, beating a runner to 
the bag. In the outfield, Pence in right 
is about to slam into the wall with 
that great catch he made against St. 
Louis; Blanco is sliding in for a catch 
in center — he will catch this ball, I 
wouldn't care to highlight his gaffe 
in the 9th inning of Game 7 — and 
Ishikawa in left is about to slam down 
his helmet after he hit his Giants- 
win-the-pennant-home run against 
the Cards. Not realistic, but this is a 
painting after all. On the scoreboard 
are both Buster Posey and Michael 
Morse. I didn’t manage to get in Jer- 
emy Affelt or Yusemeiro Petite, both 
huge contributors to this post-season 
run. Figuring out who to leave in or 
out is always difficult and like the 
past championships, most of these 
moments will live on in Giants lore 
forever. 
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Dark Side of the Mouse 





Using Disney cartoons and other ephemera to explore the line between innocence and experience. 


By Jonathan Curiel 


Gottfried Helnwein is Arnold 
Schwarzenegger's favorite visual artist — 
so beloved that the former governor com- 
missioned Helnwein to paint his official 
government portrait, which was unveiled 
two months ago in a Hollywood-style 
event at the California Capitol. When the 
curtain lifted from Helnwein’s canvas, 
Schwarzenegger beamed as attendees ap- 
plauded and videographers recorded the 
scene for posterity. Helnwein’s brush 
strokes had captured Schwarzenegger at 
his most youthful, his most handsome, his 
most triumphant. 

No, thank you. Schwarzenegger's 
portrait is not what I love about Heln- 
wein’s art. What I love is on display at 
Modernism in downtown San Francisco, 
in the exhibit “Of Mice and Children,” 
where we get Helnwein’s Walt Disney 
figures with disingenuous expressions 
and we get eighth-grade girls who are 
blindfolded and holding automatic 
weapons. The paintings are inspired 
and disconcerting, intriguing and 
gut-wrenching, inviting and ominous. 

If Helnwein is celebrating anything in 
this artwork, it’s the thin line between 
innocence and the loss of innocence. The 
canvases in Helnwein’s exhibit hit you in 
the solar plexus, where the best art al- 
ways does. Helnwein’s large-scale works 
are so pointedly drawn that they seem 
like photographs, as if we’re experienc- 
ing exactly what Helnwein saw himself. 

Helnwein and Schwarzenegger are 
both native Austrians in their mid-60s, 
and like Schwarzenegger, Helnwein 
was raised in a defeated and economi- 


cally deflated postwar society. Just like 
Schwarzenegger, Helnwein looked to the 
United States for a way out of Austria's 
hellish environment. Schwarzenegger 
built up his muscles and became one 
of America’s biggest success stories. 
Helnwein, influenced as a boy by Donald 
Duck comics, became one of Europe’s 
most acclaimed visual artists, but he 
sees America as a country whose legacy 
is decidedly muddied. 

Gray Mouse 3, the Mickey Mouse 
painting at Modernism that depicts 
the character with a slimy smile? Like 
another Modernism work called Red 
Duck, it’s partly a statement about the 
Disney Company’s commercial strangle- 
hold over its empire of movies, books, 
toys, and tie-ins. The gun-toting girl in 


Gray Mouse 3 


Courtesy of Gottfried Helnwein and Modernism 


Disasters of War 35? That’s about the 
United States’ and other Western coun- 
tries’ orchestration of wars and coups 

in the Middle East, Africa, and Asia. The 
paintings’ back stories aren’t announced 
by the wall text at Modernism. But 
Helnwein tells me that his new artworks 
are a subtle but deliberate commentary 
about the state of America and the state 
of the world. 

”When I was young, America was the 
savior. America was only good. Every- 
thing perfect came from there — the 
music, the coolness, and then you see El- 
vis. I couldn't believe that a human being 
could be that beautiful. America was like 
heaven,’ Helnwein says in an online vid- 
eo interview from Ireland, where he lives. 
“But America is not that innocent any- 





more. We know about Abu Ghraib. We 
know about war crimes. We had Nixon 
and Bush. My pictures of Donald Duck 
changed. There’s still something likable 
about them. But at the same time, they 
also have something scary and threaten- 
ing about them — an air of monstrosity.” 

The art world has long fallen for 
Helnwein’s work. In its permanent 
collection, the de Young Museum has a 
stunning 8-by-10-foot Helnwein paint- 
ing called Epiphany II (Adoration of the 
Shepherds), which depicts a room full 
of Nazi guards smiling and guffawing 
over a dark-haired Aryan boy held bya 
young, bare-breasted woman. Like Gray 
Mouse 3 and Disasters of War 35, Epiph- 
any II (Adoration of the Shepherds) offers 
a tense, discomforting scene — beauti- 
fully drawn, with darkness and lightness 
exaggerating sightlines and perspective. 
In 2000, SFMOMA featured a Helnwein 
mouse painting in its exhibit, “The Dark- 
er Side of Playland: Childhood Imagery 
from the Logan Collection.” In 2004, 
the Legion of Honor held a Helnwein 
retrospective, followed in 2011 bya 
retrospective at Sacramento’s Crocker 
Art Museum called “Gottfried Helnwein: 
Inferno of the Innocents.” 

As a photographer, Helnwein has col- 
laborated with musician Marilyn Man- 
son, and worked with Sean Penn on the 
video to Peter Gabriel’s song, “The Barry 
Williams Show,’ which satirizes the 
violence and sex obsessions of talk-show 
television. Helnwein’s work often comes 
with parental warnings, as happened 
with his Crocker Art Museum show. 

At last year’s Albertina Museum retro- 
spective in Vienna, which drew 250,000 


visitors, many attendees were moved to 
tears by Helnwein’s paintings of young 
girls bandaged and bloodied by war. 

The scourge of violence and conflict, 
and its psychological dimensions, has 
always stayed with Helnwein. He says 
he'll always be grateful to Disney’s char- 
acters for inspiring him, and from 1994 
to 1998 Helnwein organized a major 
European retrospective of the work of 
Disney animator Carl Barks, who drew 
the Donald Duck cartoons that moved 
Helnwein as a child. Trauma and recov- 
ery are deep themes for Helnwein, who’s 
of a generation that vividly remembers 
the aftermath of World War II. 

“Right after the war, it was a very 
traumatic time,” says Helnwein. “It was 
all sad. All dark and heavy. As a kid, 

I never understood why. I never saw 
anyone smile or be happy. Everyone 
was miserable. Only now when | 
look back, knowing this generation 
was responsible for the Holocaust, I 
understand. Everything was buried 
under guilt and confusion. 

“When I was 5 years old,” he contin- 
ues, “I saw my first Donald Duck comic 
book. We didn’t have comic books in 
Austria. We didn’t have television. There 
were no movies. My father brought me 
a bunch of the first German-language 
Mickey Mouse books. This was the only 
comic that, in Europe, existed at the 
time. Opening that was a culture shock. 
Donald Duck became a symbol for a 
completely different world. It was the 
first time that I realized there was some- 
thing like color. I'd never experienced 
color before. And all the creatures were 
strange and beautiful to me.” 

This strangeness and beauty are now 
hallmarks of Helnwein’s art. Helnwein’s 
work is for grown-up audiences that 
know people are capable of the most 
horrible and the most uplifting things 
imaginable. 


“Gottfried Helnwein: 

Of Mice and Children” 

Through Jan. 10 at Modernism, 
685 Market, S.F. Free; 541-0461 or 
modernisminc.com 





Know Your Street Art 


X-Ray of a Wolf 


609 Ashbury (near Haight) 


The San Francisco tourists who 
flock to Haight and Ashbury looking 
for evidence of the 1960s are met with 
smoke shops and T-shirt stores happy 
to sell them nostalgia. The street artist 
named Nychos gives them something 
different: a work that dissects the in- 
nards — bones, teeth, and tissue — of 
a living wolf. Nychos’ animal, put up in 
April when the Austrian artist was here 
for his exhibit at Fifty24SF Gallery in 
the Lower Haight, is taxidermy in re- 
verse. Instead of an outside view of a 
carcass, Nychos offers passers-by an in- 
side look at what makes the animal 
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breathe, eat, and hunt for prey. 

“It doesn’t really look like a wolf 
because it’s so much into this motion 
of running,’ says Nychos in an online 
video interview from his art studio 
in Vienna. “The back shape is up, its 
spine is overdone, and its tail is really 
long. I wanted to overdo the running 
process. I could have just done a stiff, 
standing wolf, which would have been 
really usual.” 

X-rayed animals are Nychos’ 
trademark. On walls and buildings 
throughout Europe, the United 
States, and Asia, Nychos has paint- 
ed sharks, bears, cats, tigers, ducks 
— and, yes, people. Nychos, whose 
studio symbol is a rabbit skull and 
crossbones, grew up in a hunting 
family. At age 4, he saw his dad cut 


open an animal and pull out its body 
parts. The smell was overwhelming. 
Shocked and repulsed at first (“it 

was so disturbing”), Nychos quickly 
learned to appreciate the “behind the 
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scenes’ insight into the machinations 
of life and death. It changed the way 
he eventually drew art. 

“The stuff I paint is not gross 
— it’s not about death or killing; it 


MUSIC 


shows how things work,” says Ny- 
chos, who’s 31. “The skeleton is the 
base of a body. It tells you the expres- 
sion of the body. For myself, it’s really 
fun to paint. And it’s really hard to 
paint. Putting my own style into it is 
like doing character design.” 

In San Francisco, Nychos’ work is 
also at 107 Shannon (by Geary) and 
422 Haight (near Fillmore). Nychos’ 
works can also been seen online, 
where he has 125,000 followers on 
Instagram, and increasingly in venues 
where other artists embrace his paint- 
ings. Last month, for the promotional 
poster of a huge Pearl Jam concert 
in Denver, promoters used Nychos’ 
painting of a living skull with brain 
matter that was visible. The concert 
and the poster were big, big hits. JC 
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90 SHADES OF DISNEY 


Learning from 
the Ambiguous 
Boner 


“I don’t see how a world that 
makes such wonderful things could be 
bad,” says Ariel as she gazes at her trove 
of treasures from the human world. 
Books, paintings, tea sets, and tobacco 
pipes — Ariel has fallen in love with the 
world of land and men that lies above, 
though she knows it is forbidden for her 
to bea part of it. 

The Little Mermaid was Disney’s tri- 
umphant 1989 return to feature-length 
animated cinema, and 25 years later it is 


still bewitching hearts around the world. 


The Little Mermaid is perfect in the way 
that classic films are. From the open- 
ing credits where the score builds to a 
climax as a handsome merman’s fins 
are revealed, to the finale when 
the sea witch becomes a 
skyscraper-sized drag 
queen and harnesses 
the power of the 
winds and waves 
to torture our 
teenage mer- 
maid heroine, 

it is epic. 

Of course, 
there’s plenty 
of feminist 
critique to lob 
at the film: Ariel 
only speaks a 
few words to her 
prince before they are 
wed, and her father is 
intensely controlling. Many 
would call this film “problematic,” 
but there is something about it that has 
stayed with me. And I’m not alone. I do 
not know a single female under the age 
of 35 who doesn’t know almost all the 
words to “Part of Your World.” 

But the film is not without con- 
troversy. Disney gets a lot of flak for 
allegedly putting subliminal messages 
about sex in the animation, and The Lit- 
tle Mermaid is one of the most popular 
examples. I remember the first time a 
friend paused the film to reveal that, 
sure enough, the priest has what looks 
like, maybe, the beginnings of a boner 
beneath his robes. The animators de- 
signed the underwater palace of Atlan- 
tis to include a supremely phallic tower 
at its center. 

Disney has fielded allegations of sex- 
ual messaging in The Lion King, Aladdin, 
Pocahontas, and other films, too. And 
while there’s perhaps a possibility that 
this era of Disney animators was just a 
little bit pervy, I think the more likely 
explanation is that fairy tales of any 
kind work on our sexual subconscious in 
far more subtle and potent ways than a 
two-second shot of an ambiguous boner 
ever could — resulting in viewers over- 
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laying their own pervy interpretations 
onto the narrative. 

Freudian psychoanalyst Bruno 
Bettelheim argued that fairy tales are 
a crucial educational vehicle in sexual 
development. He has said that Cinderella 
functions as a story that subconsciously 
teaches the importance of finding the 
“correct” partner, and valuing female 
sexuality as precious and breakable — 
like the glass slipper. He asserts that 
fairy tales inform our fantasies, and 
shape the way we see the world. 

So what did The Little Mermaid teach 
me (and perhaps an entire generation of 
my peers)? 

As a little girl, I only knew that I 
loved the film because I loved the ocean. 
As a chubby adolescent queer, I under- 
stood Ariel's desire to get out of her 
own skin and live in a forbidden world. 
Now, as an adult sex worker, I identify 
with Ariel’s decision to barter her body 

(in this case, her 
voice) for a shot at 
her dreams. 

I've watched 
Cinderella dozens 
of times, and I 
still don’t buy 
the theory of 

glass-slipper 
sexuality, so 

I’m not saying 

that The Little 

Mermaid sub- 

consciously 

encouraged 
me to become a 
whore. 

It did, how- 
ever, give me im- 
possibly unrealistic 
expectations of what my 
waistline and bangs were 

capable of. But it also functioned 
as an It Gets Better-esqe love letter 
to my subconscious. Ariel encouraged 
those of us who grew up feeling like 
we didn’t belong in our skin to believe 
that one day, no matter how impossi- 
ble it might seem, our dreams could 
come true and we could find a world 
that we belonged in. 

For me, I’ve found that world in San 
Francisco among the queers, freaks, and 
whores like myself who believe in mer- 
maids and attend Disney sing-alongs 
at the Castro Theatre. This world that 
seems dangerous and forbidden has be- 
come my home. 

Watching Ariel now as she sings 
to her treasures and yearns for the 
forbidden world of humans reminds 
me of my first days of stripping when I 
was navigating my new position, along 
with the strange stigma that came 
with it. I would come home to my tiny 
San Francisco apartment, revel in the 
mess of Lucite heels, glitter, sequins, 
and pearls, and think the same thing 
as Ariel about a world that makes such 
wonderful things. 
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Antarctica: A Year on Ice 
Rated PG. Opens Friday 

at the Opera Plaza Cinema. 
The imagery in Anthony Powell’s docu- 
mentary Antarctica: A Year on Ice is so 
stunning, it could function as a word- 
less, Qatsi-esque sensory experience. 
But Powell’s film is as much about the 
people who live and work at Antarcti- 
ca’s McMurdo Station as it is about the 
beauties and terrors of their environ- 
ment, and is all the stronger for it. 
Culled from 15 years of footage, the 
film re-creates the experience of a full 
year, including summer’s four months 
of constant daylight, as well as winter’s 
far trickier four months of unending 
night. We get to know the handful of 
people who are effectively stranded at 
the station during the winter, with lit- 
tle to do while waiting for Celestia to 
raise the sun again other than going 
about their jobs and trying not to crack 
up. (Some are better at it than others.) 
But if they can step outside when there 
isn’t the equivalent of a Category Three 
hurricane blowing, they can witness 
the full splendor of the Milky Way and/ 
or the Aurora Borealis, or the less fa- 
mous but equally astonishing nacreous 
clouds toward the end of the season. 
Most of us will never make it to the 
bottom of our planet, so Antarctica: A 
Year on Ice is as close as we'll get, and 
it’s worth the trip. Sherilyn Connelly 


Food Chains 

Not Rated. Opens Friday 

at the Roxie Theater. 

Here’s another appetite-spoiling exposé 

on how America feeds itself, and fails to. 
With narration by Forest Whitaker, 
Sanjay Rawal’s urgent documentary 

tracks a labor dispute between weary 
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Florida tomato-pickers and the super- 
market chain from which they want and 
really deserve an extra penny for every 
pound of tomatoes picked. Sure, that 
adds up when you traffic in tomatoes by 
the ton, but these are people who earn 
less than 50 bucks for a 15-hour work 
day. Rawal spins out their obscenely un- 
fair story to reveal how the business of 
American agriculture was of course 
built on a foundation of violated human 
rights. It’s an affront longstanding 
enough for several generations of Ken- 
nedys to have raised their public voices 
about it, and in 1960 so did Edward R. 
Murrow ina TV special called Harvest of 
Shame: “One farmer looked at this and 
said, ‘We used to own our slaves. Now 
we just rent them.” Cut to more than 
half a century later, and the shame is ev- 
erywhere, even and especially Califor- 
nia’s beloved Napa Valley. The 
storytelling techniques in Food Chains 
aren't exactly fresh; there’s a kind of 
sprawling industrialization in this now 
semi-hackneyed structure in which 
humble key players’ testimonies rou- 
tinely get interrupted by less humble 
talking heads, and context gets beaten 
over our heads through animated les- 
sons and snappy postscript text telling 
us what to do. It’s important to know 
that those Florida farmworkers got or- 
ganized and got some progress started. 
But only some. Jonathan Kiefer 


Horrible Bosses 2 
Rated R. Opens Friday. 
This inchoate, shruggingly offensive re- 
venge fantasy reunites the proven 
stooge trio of Jason Bateman, Charlie 
Day, and Jason Sudekis for a gone- 
wrong entrepreneurial scheme. There is 
some promise in the idea that the survi- 
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vors of a movie called Horrible Bosses 
should spend their sequel going into 
business for themselves — which, as 
per formula, also means undertaking a 
hapless criminal escapade — but this 
movie is a string of broken promises. 
Taken advantage of by a ruthless, su- 
per-rich investor (Christoph Waltz), the 
three former working stiffs decide to 
kidnap his spoiled-rotten son (Chris 
Pine), who then takes advantage of 
them as well. Director Sean Anders and 
his co-writer John Morris seem to have 
tag-teamed an effort to dredge the bot- 
tom of the comedy barrel, with charac- 
ter logic and consistency all but 
abandoned in search of usable riffs. So 
it’s a stew of throwaways, too few of 
them funny, with a palpable collective 
effort to keep the common denomina- 
tor low. Tastelessness can be a virtue, 
but witlessness doesn't help. The 
end-credits blooper reel includes a mo- 
ment where Jennifer Aniston smilingly 
confesses that she just can’t bring her- 
self to say whatever’s been asked of her. 
It’s okay; by then she’s said enough. JK 
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Che New York Times 


“REESE WITHERSPOON Is BOTH AN ENTIRELY 
BELIEVABLE MODERN WOMAN, 


DEFYING CONVENTIONAL CATEGORIES AND EXPECTATIONS, 


AND ALSO, FOR THAT REASON, 


AN EXCITINGLY CREDIBLE FEMINIST HEROINE.” 


ACADEMY AWARD’ WINNER 


REESE WITHERSPOON 
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INVITE YOU AND A GUEST 
TO ATTEND AN ADVANCE 
SCREENING OF 





TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2 
AT 7:30PM 
IN SAN FRANCISCO 


To Enter: Log on to 
foxsearchlightscreenings.com/main/ 


sweepstakes/WILDSF 


Passes are limited and available while supplies last. 


One grand prize winner 
will also receive a pair of 


SINCE 1932 


Mountain Light Cascade boots 
as seen in WILD 


Winner will be contacted by email. 


THIS FILM HAS BEEN RATED R 

Please note: Passes received through this promotion do not guarantee admission — seating is first 
come, first serve, and early arrival is strongly encouraged. No one will be admitted without a ticket 
or after the screening begins. EXCEPT FOR MEMBERS OF THE VIEWING PRESS. Fox Searchlight 
Pictures, SF Weekly, Allied-THA, ticktBox.com, Danner and their affiliates accept no responsibility or 
liability in connection with any loss or accident incurred in connection with this prize. Tickets cannot 
be exchanged, transferred or redeemed for cash, in whole or in part. We are not responsible if, for any 
reason, winner is unable to use his/her ticket in whole or in part. Void prohibited by law. No purchase 
necessary. NO PHONE CALLS! 
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BSAA AT a FILM LISTINGS 


Visit SFWeekly.com/movies for complete film listings 
*=We recommend it. 


ONGOING 


All Relative J.C. Khoury’s film is the standard romantic 


comedy of the sort that David Wain’s They Came 
Together expertly skewered, so much so that it’s 
surprising nobody in All Relative refers to New 
York City being a character in the story. As the 
perky Grace (Sara Paxton) and the hunky Harry 
(Jonathan Sadowski) hang out and flirt without 
quite consummating their relationship, Harry has 
a brief affair with Grace’s mother Maren (Connie 
Nielsen). Of course, Harry doesn’t realize Maren is 
Grace's mother until Grace takes him to meet her 
folks upstate, after a month of them montaging 
their way through Central Park and all the other 
places pretty couples romp through in montages. 
(And without Grace ever mentioning her parents’ 
names, evidently.) Predictable wackiness ensues 
as Maren and Harry realize who the other is, and 
indeed, All Relative hits all the rom-com beats. 
The very blond Grace even has a brunette friend 
(Sarah Steele) who gets a few lines during Grace 
and Harry's meet-cute and then disappears from 
the movie, while Harry's happily married black 
best friend (Al Thompson) pops up occasionally 
to dispense sage advice. Ultimately, All Relative 
is inoffensive entertainment, and its worst crime 
is not experimenting more with the genre. But the 
genre is the way it is for a reason. (SC) 


The Better Angels “All that | am, or hope to be, | owe 


to my angel mother,” Abe Lincoln is said to have 
said. Technically that was his stepmother, Sarah, 
who's played in writer-director A.J. Edwards’ artfully 
oblique film by Diane Kruger; his natural mother, 
Nancy, played by Brit Marling, died when Abe was 
9, but Edwards makes her seem pretty angelic 
too. With the above quotation for an epigraph, The 
Better Angels opens in earnest by gazing devoutly 
at the towering chiaroscuro columns of the Lincoln 
Memorial. We don't see the statue, presumably 
because our story transpires long before the man 
was Set in stone. This goes even further back, in 
fact, than Young Mr. Lincoln, that quintessential 
John Ford-Henry Fonda collaboration, still the 
serene pre-monument pastoral Lincoln lyricism of 
record. But Edwards, with a game young Braydon 
Denny in the role of our proto-hero, seems to want 
to get out from under capital-H history entirely. This 


Foxcatcher 
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behind-every-great-man narrative, which glimpses 
younger Lincoln's hardscrabble Indiana childhood, 
isn't even much of a narrative. ‘‘Wanna know what 
kinda boy he was?” says a voice in the first minute, 
and there's a sense of: Well, stranger, sounds like 
you're going to tell us. The thing to know about 
Edwards is that he’s a protégé of Terrence Malick: 
The voiceover continues, and, see, before those 
columns there were trees, lots of trees. A dreamy, 
whispery reverie isn't the wrong way to go, per 
se; after all, how exactly does one dramatize the 
developing conscience of democracy? “All you 
need to make a movie is a girl and a gun,” Jean-Luc 
Godard is said to have said, but what if all you need 
is alog cabin and a steadicam? (JK) 


Foxcatcher So now we know what happens when the 


too-eccentric millionaire heir to a dynasty of chem- 
icals herds guileless young men into his basement 
for some competitive grappling. In retrospect it 
surely was a red flag when John Du Pont, seeking 
to redeem a fallen 1980s America through Olympic 
wrestling, brought his pistol into the practice room 
— every coach has his own methods, of course, but 
Foxcatcher takes pains to reiterate that some are 
unsustainable. The director is Bennett Miller, of 
Capote and Moneyball, here earnestly spinning a 
true-crime yarn into a very serious picture indeed. 
Most significant of Du Pont’s hopefuls were the 
Schultz brothers, Mark and Dave, played by Chan- 
ning Tatum and Mark Ruffalo with the right body 
language for a fine duet of oafish credulousness. It 
seems like a key expository detail that after a few 
minutes of these two quietly throwing each other 
around on the mat, Dave is the one who asks for a 
hug. As Du Pont, in distracting makeup, Steve Carell 
turns his discipline for about-to-pop stillness to 
tragic instead of comic purposes. That means a lot 
of ghoulish lingering, and processing the assertion 
from a formidably chilly mother (Vanessa Redgrave) 
that wrestling is a “low” sport. It being sometimes 
a silly sport is a fact that all involved in Foxcatcher 
seem unwilling to admit, so Tatum’'s dutiful prestige 
performance, in particular, misses out on his flair 
for the self-deprecating goof. Meanwhile, though 
nobody will notice come awards time, Anthony 
Michael Hall, as a muted Du Pont functionary, does 
some of the best and least affected acting in the 
whole movie. (JK) 


Glen Campbell: I'll Be Me Glen Campbell still does a 


mean Donald Duck impression. That's not the only 





skill he has left, but as shown in James Keach's 
heartbreaking documentary, many of his more 
important facilities have been leaving the pop 
music legend as he slowly succumbs to Alzheimer's. 
The movie follows Campbell and his family as he 
goes on tour to support his final album, a tour that 
they know will be his last, one that comes with no 
small amount of risk as the disease begins to rob 
him of his memories and his sense of self. While he 
has trouble finding the bathroom in his own home, 
playing music in front of an audience is one of the 
few places where he’s still his old self, but even 
that's slipping away, and some shows go better than 
others as Campbell gets confused and frustrated. 
It's a remarkably unflinching portrait of a family 
dealing with their patriarch disintegrating, made 
all the more unsettling by footage of Campbell in his 
virile prime in the 1960s and 1970s. And even if hits 
like “Wichita Lineman” or “Rhinestone Cowboy” 
are not among your jams, it’s impossible to not get 
swept up by the emotions on display, even when 
that includes pure, helpless horror. (SC) 


The Homesman Two decades after Unforgiven and 


four after The Wild Bunch, are revisionist Westerns a 
thing anymore? Even if they are, Tommy Lee Jones’ 
The Homesman is less of a revisionist Western and 
more of a tone poem on just how unfair, miserable, 
and downright rapey life was on the frontier. When 
none of the men in town are willing to sack up and 
transport three insane women (Miranda Otto, Sonja 
Richter, and Grace Gummer) from Nebraska to 
lowa, unmarried pioneer Mary Bee (Hilary Swank) 
volunteers to take them, enlisting grizzled claim- 
jumper George (Jones) to escort them across the 
hostile territory. George is like Rooster Cogburn if 
still having both eyes to see the world resulted in 
a deep melancholy, that kind of world-weariness 
that Jones does so well, and the picture’s True 
Grittiness is nodded to by a brief appearance by 
Hailee Steinfeld from Joel and Ethan Coens’ film. 
Indeed, The Homesman is packed with top-notch 
actors who probably didn't need to hear more than 
“a Western directed by Tommy Lee Jones” to be 
convinced to play small roles, such as John Lithgow, 
James Spader, Jesse Plemons, Meryl Streep, and 
William Fichtner — who, between this and The Lone 
Ranger, has been in both the best and the worst 
Westerns in recent years. (SC) 


Rocks in My Pockets Signe Bauman’s animated film 


looks quite a lot like you'd expect a Latvian cartoon 
to look. It’s being compared to the films of Jan 
Svankmajer and Bill Plympton, but it also evokes 
the more emotionally straightforward works of John 
& Faith Hubley, as Bauman tells the story of five 
women in her extended family through hand-drawn 
animation mixed with occasional three-dimensional 
papier-maché objects. She begins with her grand- 
mother, who dealt with not only the harshness of 
life in the Baltic state of Latvia during the turmoil 
of wars and rumors of wars — particularly as domi- 
nance of their country is bounced around between 
the Nazis and the Soviets, each regime worse than 
the last — but also their native culture's enduring 
misunderstanding and demonization of the mental 
illness that runs through her family. This continues 
through Bauman’s own struggles in the supposedly 
modern world, including an early diagnosis as a 
“mental cripple.” Rocks in My Pockets works on 
multiple levels, examining not only the stigma of 
mental illness but also how rough women have had 
it in more conservative, less-progressive cultures, 
even without throwing suicidal thoughts into the 
mix. And the picture is also often very funny, 
because as Bauman knows, the only way to truly 
defeat demons is to laugh at them. (SC) 


The Theory of Everything While gradually becoming a 


prisoner in his own body due to Lou Gehrig's disease, 
young astrophysicist Stephen Hawking found true 
love and theorized a black hole at the beginning of 
time. Ah, time — that precious stuff he seemed to 
be running out of, just as he was onto something. 
And by something we mean everything. Hawking's 
formula for longevity: gumption, a good heart, 
and a rather profound infinity-awareness. This is 
verifiable via his books, but of course the enclosures 
of scientific rigor are less entertaining than staged 
(and screened) triumphs of the spirit, or the mind. 


In director James Marsh's gauzy and chastely rever- 
ential movie, an obvious awards-season showpiece, 
Eddie Redmayne relishes the physically challenging 
role of Hawking, carefully bending himself through 
a progression of wheelchairs from Cambridge in the 
‘60s toward the gnarled, impish, computer-voiced 


transglobal keynoter we all know and love today. 
Felicity Jones is equally well cast as his dutiful but 
only human wife, Jane, whose memoir Anthony 
McCarten’s script adapts. There's a so-what factor 
here, which is disappointing given all the work 
Redmayne put in, and the movie's proclamation of 
scope, but maybe that's just what you get when it 
all starts with a black hole. (JK) 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 
To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), email film@sfweekly.com. 


Artists’ Television Access. Sweet Work: Sugar and 
Power: Filmmaker Sarah Jane Lapp appears in per- 
son to introduce a trio of short films (Domino-1989, 
Sweetface, and Third Shift) revolving around the 
Domino Sugar Refinery in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, 
and its connection to labor disputes and the decline 
of the American industrial base. Fri., Nov. 28, 7:30 
p.m. $5-$10. sfcinematheque.org. Other Cinema: 
No-Thanks-Giving: Journey into Weird America 
(Mojave Desert Branch) with Jonathan Berman's 
documentary about George Van Tassel, the creator 
of the Integratron in Joshua Tree, California. Nik 
Nerburn also presents the world premiere of his 
own In the Shadow of Paul Bunyan. Sat., Nov. 29, 
8:30 p.m. $7. othercinema.com. 992 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 824-3890, atasite.org. 

Castro Theatre. Sing-A-Long Sound of Music: The hills 
are alive with costumed crooners as the Castro's 
popular sing-along series brings Julie Andrews back 
to teach you a few things (including some of your 
favorites) about the ol’ Do-Re-Mi. Nov. 28-30, 1&7 
p.m. $11-$16. 429 Castro, San Francisco, 621-6120, 
castrotheatre.com. 

Clay Theatre. Whiplash: Drumming well is the best 
revenge. Or so we learn from being schooled by 
Damien Chazelle’s thrilling litany of mind games 
and physical punishments, which features a dynamic 
movie duet between Miles Teller as a driven young 
conservatory jazz drummer and J.K. Simmons as 
his unreasonably abusive teacher. Daily. The Rocky 
Horror Picture Show: The Bawdy Caste performs 
onstage while the ultimate cult film plays in the 
background. Last Saturday of every month, 11:59 
p.m. $9-$10. 2261 Fillmore, San Francisco, 267-4893, 
landmarktheatres.com. 

Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: Maleficent: 
Hosts Sherilyn Connelly, Mike Spiegelman, and 
Dan Foley wrap up Angelina Jolie month with this 
year's Disney script-flipper that makes Sleeping 
Beauty's Big Bad the center of attention. Sun., 
Nov. 30, 8 p.m. $6.99. 2263 Mission, San Francisco, 
401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 

Embarcadero Center Cinema. Birdman: In Alejandro 
Gonzalez lfarritu’s bold comment on the uncertain 
new frontier of performing arts, Michael Keaton 
plays the wounded, ambitious, has-been star of 
a superhero-movie franchise, now mounting his 
own Raymond Carver adaptation on Broadway. 
Daily. The Theory of Everything: In director James 
Marsh's gauzy and chastely reverential movie, Eddie 
Redmayne relishes the physically challenging role 
of young astrophysicist Stephen Hawking, bending 
himself through a progression of wheelchairs from 
1960s Cambridge toward the gnarled, impish, 
computer-voiced transglobal keynoter we all know 
and love today. Daily. The Homesman: Packed with 
top-notch actors who probably didn't need to hear 
more than “a western directed by Tommy Lee 
Jones” to be convinced to play small roles, The 
Homesman is less of a revisionist western than it 
is a tone poem on just how unfair, miserable, and 
downright rapey life was on the frontier. Daily. 1 
Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 267-4893, 
landmarktheatres.com. 

Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic film 
screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum by the 
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Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. Saturdays. 
Free with museum admission. Pier 15, San Francisco, 
528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 


Opera Plaza Cinemas. The Better Angels: A.J. Edwards’ 


artfully oblique and dreamy film focuses on Abraham 
Lincoln's hardscrabble childhood with a game young 
Braydon Denny in the role of our proto-hero. Daily. 
Citizenfour. The centerpiece of Laura Poitras’ new 
documentary about Edward Snowden is Poitras and 
journalist Glenn Greenwald interviewing Snowden 
in June of 2013, where Snowden explains just how 
thoroughly our government violates the world’s 
privacy. Though he disappears for much of the 
second half to go into exile, his presence remains 
— and if the film ends abruptly, that's only because 
the real-life story is still far from over. Daily. The 
Way He Looks: This sensitive (sometimes gratingly 
so) and sunny coming-of-age film from Brazil 
follows the blossoming affection that Leonardo, a 
blind teenager, feels for the cute new boy in class. 
Daily. Force Majeure: Ruben Ostlund's film pulls 
off the remarkable trick of being a disaster movie 
that largely skips the disaster: A married couple 
goes on a skiing holiday, but when a false-alarm 
avalanche causes the husband to freak out and run, 
his panicked reaction causes permanent damage 
to their relationship. Ostlund conveys the fragility 
of the mountain surroundings, making it feel like 
less like a vacation spot and more like a war zone — 
which is exactly what it becomes. Daily. Antarctica: 
A Year on Ice: The imagery in Anthony Powell's 
documentary is so stunning, it could function as 
a wordless, Qatsi-esque sensory experience. But 
Powell's film is as much about the people who live 
and work at Antarctica’s McMurdo Station as it is 
about the beauties and terrors of their environment, 
and is all the stronger for it. Most of us will never 
make it to the bottom of our planet, so Antarctica: 
A Year on Ice is as close as we'll get, and it’s worth 
the trip. Starting Nov. 28. Daily. 601 Van Ness, San 
Francisco, 777-3456, landmarktheatres.com. 


Roxie Theater. Rocks in My Pockets: Signe Bauman's 


animated feature tells the story of five women in 
her extended Latvian family, examining not only 
the stigma of mental illness but also how rough 
women have had it in more conservative cultures, 
even without throwing suicidal thoughts into 
the mix. Yet the picture is also often very funny, 
because as Bauman knows, the only way to truly 
defeat demons is to laugh at them. Through Nov. 27. 
Food Chains: Sanjay Rawal’s urgent documentary 
tracks a labor dispute between Florida tomato 
pickers and the supermarket chain from which they 
want and really deserve an extra penny for every 
pound of tomatoes picked. While the storytelling 
techniques in Food Chains aren't exactly farm fresh, 
it’s important to see these Florida farmworkers get 
organized and get some progress started. But only 
some. Nov. 28-Dec. 4. Jingle Bell Rocks!: This holiday 
documentary invites you to meet a group of music 
collectors who seek some of the rarest records of 
them all: Christmas music that doesn’t suck. Nov. 
29-30. Little Hope Was Arson: A spate of 10 church 
burnings in Texas — and the community's bewildered 
and vindictive response to the crimes — drive the 
narrative in Theo Love's 2014 documentary, with 
the director appearing in person to discuss the film 
at this Saturday afternoon showing. Sat., Nov. 29, 5 
p.m. Little Nemo: Adventures in Slumberland: The 
Roxie Kids film series presents the 1989 animated 
movie (with a screenplay by Goonies writer Chris Co- 
lumbus) that adapts the old Little Nemo newsprint 
comic into celluloid form. Sun., Nov. 30, 2 p.m. $7.50 
(free for kids until 12). Trail Running Film Festival: 
Take a load off those blistered toes and settle in 
to watch the documentary feature Running the 
Edge: The Colorado Trail, plus a dozen other short 
films, race videos, and previews by, for, and about 
outdoor enthusiasts who'll gladly run up the side of 
a mountain just because it’s there. Sun., Nov. 30, 6 
p.m. trailfilmfest.com. The Immortalists: Dogpatch 
Films founder Jason Sussberg presents his new 
documentary (co-directed by David Alvarado) that 
introduces us to two very atypical scientists looking 
to cure the ultimate health problem: death itself. 
Tue., Dec. 2, 7 p.m. dogpatchfilms.com. 3117 16th 
St., San Francisco, 863-1087, roxie.com. 
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Countdown to Christmas Murder 


There’s something about the 
Hallmark Channel this time of year 
that soothes me. I play it in the 
background like Muzak. It has a 
nonstop cache of dozens of custom- 
made cornball Christmas movies with 
names like A Cookie Cutter Christmas 
that generally center around the same 
themes. Handsome stranger rolls 
through idyllic American town in 
wintertime. Heroine faces some sort of 
seasonal challenge in her life that must 
be overcome. They meet. They fall in 
love. Christmas is saved. 

As fantastic as that always sounds, 
It occurs to me though that in many 
ways I find 
these made-for- 
TV Harlequin 
romances lacking. 
For real chick- 
flick satisfaction, 
they’ve got 
nothing on 
Lifetime movies. 
On Lifetime, 
there’s always 
some smutty, 
violent twist: 
Woman marries 
Mister Perfect, 
he stalks and kills 
her. Woman has affair with her boss, 
he stalks and kills her. Woman is 
date-raped, she gathers the courage 
to prosecute the guy, he stalks and 
kills her. Good stuff. So, I thought, 
why not combine my two guilty 
pleasures — Hallmark Christmas 
movies with Lifetime movies? Here 
are some ideas that the executives 
might want to consider. 


M.I.L.F. On The Shelf 

Longtime rivals Amber (played 
by Heather Locklear) and Jessica 
(Yasmine Bleeth) used to compete in 
the cheerleading circuit until Amber’s 
mom plotted unsuccessfully to have 
Jessica killed. Now, as grown-up 
single moms, the competition is 
even hotter when handsome single 
dad Ryder Bold rolls into town in 
his Mercedes and Jess catches his 
eye. Amber will go to any extreme to 
eliminate her rival — even as far as 
lacing her award-winning gingerbread 
with lard and bacon grease to 
increase its caloric content. When 
Jess starts to see the scale creep up 
she begins to suspect foul play. Can 
she and Ryder stalk Amber and kill 
her before it’s too late? 


O Come All Ye Unfaithful 
Jennie Garth stars as Sabrina 
Snow, matriarch of the Pine Valley 
Christmas Tree dynasty. Juggling 
kids, a driven husband, and 100 acres 
of prime coniferous forest would be 
a challenge for any woman, but when 
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lumberjack Mason Jarre rolls into 
town on his snowmobile she begins 
to feel a warmth she hasn't felt since 
that one time she leaned too close 

to the quaint, potbellied stove in her 
cozy, secluded cabin. I’ve got a thing 
“fir” you, writes Mason in a love note. 
I ache for your gymnosperm, she writes 
back. Once her husband finds out her 
betrayal, he stalks her and kills her. 


The Twelve Dates of Rohypnol 
Candace Cameron comes home for 
Christmas and is unwittingly swept 
into the web of the Advent Calendar 
Rapist who drugs his victims and 
then keeps them 
chained, naked, 
to the radiator. 
He then 
videotapes them 
so he can replay 
his sadistic 
game of cat and 
mouse over 
and over while 
they helplessly 


scream in horror. 


Eventually she 
we BY KATY ST.CLAIR ° breaks free and 


escapes, only to 

land in the arms 
of hunky rescuer Charles Ramsey 
who declares, “I knew something 
was wrong when a little bitty white 
girl ran to a black man’s arms! It’s a 
Christmas miracle!” 


Her Secret Santa 

Things are bustling in the town 
of Kringle Krossing, a seasonal 
destination that comes to life once 
a year around the holidays. This 
year’s no different for Lacey Crocker 
(Tiffani Amber-Thiessen) who is in 
charge of finding the perfect Santa 
entourage for the parade. On top of 
everything else, she’s also planning 
her wedding to the kind but boring 
Jake. But when she interviews little 
people to find the perfect elves, she 
finds herself inexplicably drawn to 
the smoldering Sam (Peter Dinklage). 
Will she listen to her head or her 
heart? And is Sam the man he says he 
is, or is he really a homicidal maniac 
bent on making her pay for all the 
tall women who have rejected him by 
methodically skinning her alive with 


a bowie knife and then cutting off her 


legs? Tis the season! 


Some other ideas: Frostie The 
Emotionally Unavailable Man, The 
Christmas Stalking, Improperly 
Touched By An Angel, Whose Child Is 


This?, I Saw Daddy Kissing Santa Claus, 


and Frankincense and Murder. God 
bless us, every one. 


katystc@yahoo.com 
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PEAK HIPNESS 


Endangered Species 


By Anna Roth 


Pink Zebra’s signature dish is 
a perfect embodiment of the food world 
now: a bowl of popcorn laced with crispy 
shreds of deep-fried pig ears, then topped 
with housemade furikake powder, lime 
juice, and butter. It has it all: the high-low 
concept, the offal, the culinary fusion, the 
umami. Photos of it have been gracing my 
Instagram and Twitter feeds since Pink 
Zebra, the pop-up from former Mission 
Chinese Food chef de cuisine Jesse Koide, 
opened seven weeks ago. Restaurants can 
benefit tremendously from viral dishes 
like this, and judging by the early chatter, 
this one is doing its job. But, as with so 
many other experiments in the food world 
now, I loved the idea of the dish signifi- 
cantly more than the reality. 

There’s a thin line between genius 
and gimmick in today’s culinary world, 
and though many of the genre-bending 
dishes at Pink Zebra sounded promising 
on paper, they often reminded me just 
how much talent and careful calibration 
it takes to make big risks pay off. My 
problem with that pig ear popcorn was 
the same one | found amplified on the 
rest of the a la carte menu: The dishes 
were full of salty, super-charged flavors 
that didn’t titillate my palate so much as 
declare war on it. Some dishes were so 
salty or so citrusy they were more or less 
inedible, others never quite coalesced 
into something Id order again. There 
were a few bright spots that spoke to 
what the restaurant could be, and I don’t 
think it was a coincidence that these 
were the simplest ones. 

I loved the chicken yakitori, for ex- 
ample, which had a sweetish marinade 
balanced by a charcoal-roasted finish. 
The poultry skewers could easily have 
been salt bombs, but the kitchen’s 
restraint paid off — these were some 
of the loveliest bites of dinner. Their 
close cousins, chicken heart yakitori, 
were coated in a chili paste that gave 
a nice, slow burn. And the menchi 
katsu, a deep-fried pork cutlet laced 
with gruyere cheese, was fried perfectly 
— it’s easy to overdo it with breaded 
cutlets, but these were juicy and cheesy 
in all the right ways. (The smoky sauce 
that accompanied them was a little too 
salty, and the cabbage salad was puck- 
eringly citrusy, but the pork’s excellence 
redeemed the dish.) 

One of the biggest challenges of 
writing restaurant criticism is calibrat- 
ing expectations; if you listen to too 
much breathless hype about a place, 
you can end up expecting more than it 
can realistically deliver. Was it unfair 
to go in hoping for the next Mission 
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Chinese, a long, strange trip through 

an unexpected mind-twist of a dinner? 
It’s hard to say. The pop-up certainly has 
gotten its share of media attention in the 
months before its opening. Named after 
Koide’s ever-present hot pink zebra-print 
headband, Pink Zebra 


Italian restaurant Farina before spend- 
ing four years at Mission Chinese, and 
now, like Namu Gaji’s Dennis Lee or 
Bar Tartine’s Nick Balla, he’s bringing 
all of his personal experience to bear 
on his new endeavor. It’s obvious that 
Koide is a smart, 


debuted as a pop-up thoughtful chef, 

in Copenhagen be- Pink Zebra clearly interested in 
fore landing at Tao 3515 20thSt., the potential of food 
Yin, a little-trafficked pin kzebrasf. com and putting things 
Japanese restaurant Hours: Mon, Thu, Sun together in different 


at 20th and Mission. 
Koide and his wife 
redecorated the place 
with art from their own 
home, including bright 
color-block abstrac- 
tions and large prints 
of semi-naked women. 


5:30-10:30 p.m.; 
Fri-Sat 5:30-11 p.m. 


Hurricane popcorn & pig 


Yakitori $4-$8 


ways. When I spoke 
to him, his enthusi- 
asm was obvious as 
he excitedly riffed 
on dish concepts, 
like an Italian-style 
hunter’s rabbit that 
would sub in Japa- 


Pickles $7 


ears $6 


(They also took over the Beet ae nese salted plums 
Pork belly $16 
sushi bar, and are serv- Mienebiicarerns 18 for olives and be 


ing an omakase menu 

from sushi chef Ryo 

Sakai to five seats at a 

time, but I only tried the a la carte menu 

available in the rest of the restaurant.) 
The restaurant-within-a-restaurant 

conceit wasn't the only thing that Koide 

took from Mission Chinese; he also 

took the no-holds-barred approach to 

breaking down the barriers of cuisine. 

He worked at Japanese kitchens and 


supplemented by 

pepperoncini, sake, 

and dashi. He rolled 
out wild ideas as fast as he could think 
of them. 

If only I could be certain that such a 
dish would be delicious. Many of these 
ideas, in their current iterations, just 
failed to launch. Pickles came in two va- 
rieties: The vinegar ones had little more 
than a one-note tartness, and a batch of 


MUSIC 


The stuff that stoner 
dreams are made of: 
menchi katsu, 

or deep-fried, 
cheese-stuffed pork. 





Gabrielle Lurie 


misozuke pickles, marinated in miso, was 
too salty to eat. The broth from those 
miso pickles forms the base of the bowl 
of braised pork belly, which tempered the 
saltiness into something more palatable, 
but its presentation with cranberry beans 
wasn't anything inspiring. Long-sim- 
mered beef tongue with persimmon 
showed good technique but failed to 
move anyone at the table. Some of the 
mistakes were service-oriented: a whole 
grilled sardine came nicely presented, 
curled around a pile of shredded daikon 
like a wave, but the whole fish was nearly 
impossible to eat with chopsticks (a serv- 
er never came to check, and we ended up 
disemboweling it with our fingers). 

Koide says he wants Pink Zebra to 
be a kind of izakaya, a place for friends 
to hang out with big Orion beers or 
carafes of sake and eat some snacks 
before going somewhere else for the 
night. Right now the restaurant seems 
better-suited for the dulled taste buds 
of those who have been out on a bend- 
er. That’s not to say they can’t dial it 
back and get things on course, though 
an older, wiser woman once warned 
me, “Fall in love with the man, not his 
potential.” I haven’t yet decided wheth- 
er the same is true for restaurants. 


Anna.Roth@SFWeekly.com 
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Where to Take 
Tea Like a Champ 


By Mary Ladd 


Like Sunday brunch, taking tea 
is a way to slow things down, catch up on 
the latest, and totally feel the prevailing 
festive vibe minus any grumbling about 
our consumer economy. And sipping a 
fine teacup of English Breakfast along- 
side next to a delicate layered sandwich is 
a nice way to feel on top of the world, or 
at least a little fancier than normal. 

While afternoon tea’s sandwiches 
are often bite-size, there’s more than 
enough to go around — I’ve even 
brought along my red meat-loving dad 
to a Sunday afternoon tea at Charles 
Chocolates where the brisket sliders 
were impressive and filling. Check the 
latest in holiday tea offerings. 


Children's Magical & Holiday 
Teas 

When: Full dates and hours are 
found on the website 
(intercontinentalsanfrancisco.com). 

Where: Top of the Mark InterCon- 
tinental Mark Hopkins (999 California) 


A Afternoon 
Tea and Teddy 
Bear Teas 

| 





Cost: $50 (holiday tea), $60 for 
children’s magical tea ($56 with a toy 
donation) 

The rundown: While scanning 
a restaurant for the best table, we’ve 
probably all heard the line from the 
host or GM that “every table has amaz- 
ing views.” But here, it’s true: The city 
skyline, afternoon sky, and surround- 
ing buildings are all pretty stunning at 
the top of this tony hotel, which is a 
historic property that doesn’t usually 
feel too stuffy. 

The hotel is offering two types of 
tea service with bites from executive 
chef Nenad Stefanovic and pastry chef 
Phuong Wong. It’s a kick to try a pot of 
loose leaf next to a mini-BLT sandwich; 
adventurous types may be further 
drawn to a cardamom-cinnamon tea 
if the usual Earl Grey does not suffice. 
The dessert buffet has promise in the 
form of mini-yule logs, cheesecakes, 
and fruit tartlets. On Fridays starting 
Dec. 5, the Magical Holiday tea for kids 
incorporates magic shows and face 
painting. A fire engine display debuts 
on Fridays, and Santa will be in the 
house on Saturdays. 


Scala’s Holiday Tea Under the 
Tree 


When: Friday-Sun, Nov. >>? p38 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots around 
town. To recommend a place, e-mail 
fresheats@sfweekly.com. 


Crystal Jade: The first outpost of this Asian chain has 
opened in a massive 20,000-square-foot space near 
the Embarcadero after a $14 million renovation. The 
high-end restaurants are known for soup dumplings 
and specialties like roasted suckling pig. Four 
Embarcadero Center, 399-1400, crystaljade.com 

Emmy’s Spaghetti Shack: Everyone's favorite purveyor 
of spaghetti and meatballs has moved down the 
street. The new digs are bigger, but the eclectic 
décor, community vibe, and stick-to-your-ribs food 
promise to remain the same. 3230 Mission, 206- 
2086, emmysspaghettishack.com 

Game: Game meats are, unsurprisingly, the focus of 
this new Chinatown restaurant, which stocks its 
menu with goat, elk, rabbit, venison, and line-caught 
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seafood. There's a short bar bites menu, but this is 
fine dining; entrees are in the $30-$40 range. 648 
Bush, 874-9481, gameinsf.com 

Rintaro: The new 60-seat izakaya at 14th and Folsom 
comes from Sylvan Mishima Brackett, formerly of 
Peko Peko and Chez Panisse. He spent a while in Japan 
doing research for the restaurant so expect a To- 
kyo-style menu replete with skewers and other small 
plates. 82 14th St., 589-7022, izakayarintaro.com 

Rx: The latest in Dennis Leary and Eric Passetti’s down- 
town bar empire (Natoma Cabana, Terminus, et al) 
comes to the old Trocadero Club space. Its cocktail list 
is based on an actual old-timey menu for “medicinal 
alcohol” and is heavy on the amaro. 710 Geary 

Tap(415): Westfield Mall's new gastropub “Under the 
Dome" comes from the 25 Lusk guys, which means 
its menu is refined comfort food — think prawn corn 
dogs and pastrami tater tots. Along with a long tap 
list, the drinks menu also features boozy milkshakes 
and a bacon-infused Old Fashioned. 845 Market, 
tap415.com 
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Puerto Alegre Presents 
ANNUAL DAY OF THE DEAD ART EXHIBIT 


Participating Artists. 
Art Hazelwood, Alexandra Blum, Antonio Huerta, Veronica Solis, 
Gina Contreras, Alissa Kaplan, Cecile Robles-Blum and many more. 


October 21 to November 25th, 2014 
Reception and Ceremony October 28th 3- Spm. 


Ceremony performed by: Antonio Chavez 
Calaveras de Azucar ~ Michele Simons 


Curated by Calixto Robles 


OPEN EVERYDAY 
8am-9pm 





Real Food Company 





ALL ORGANIC PRODUCE ¢ ARTISAN CHEESES 
GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS « ORGANIC DELI 
NATURAL & ORGANIC MEAT COUNTER 
BIODYNAMIC WINES « NON GMO PRODUCTS 
NATURAL BODYCARE & WELLNESS ¢ LOCAL 
De eG ONE AS S67 COG 


NW a 
POLK STORE: 2140 Polk St. 


415.673.7420 “an 
\ 





FILLMORE STORE: 3060 Fillmore St. 





Mxolikelelo(oReolan 


WTA 


Keeping it Real since 1969. 
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GILBERTH St 


rotisserie & grill 
Where Latin Fusion Meets Urban Chic 


2427 3rd St, SF 


415-913-7163 


Monday-Saturday 
sam—3pm* & 5:30pm—10pm 
*Excluding Saturday, when we are closed for lunch. 


Service begins at 5:30pm on Saturday 


www.gilberths.com 









TAQUERIA 
CAN-CUN 
) 
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BEST BURRITOS , 


* 
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Deal af the Dey gate 
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BEST BURRITO, 
VEGGIE BURRITO, 
IN SAN FRANCISCO! 


Bay Guardian 


“Best of the Bay” 


1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 
2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 


2009, 2012, 2013 


2288 Mission St. @ 19th 
(415) 252-9560 
1003 Market St. @ 6th 
(415) 864-6773 
Come visit our newest location: 


3211 Mission St. @ Valencia 
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ORDER’ BY, PHONE: 
415.647.1929 


OPEN FOR LUNCH/& DINNER 


APYNEW MUTATE 
ULC 


24%) STREET, 
BETWEEN VICKSBURG. 
CSE Te 4 
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> TRADITIONAL’ ¢ 
THANKSGIVING 
——} DINNER —— 
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We HOUR OF PARKING FREE @ AMC / 
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cll PIZZA 


Ari SINCE 1975 


Oia 


WINNS "TILL 2AM 


$3 00 vstice 


SAN FRANCISCO 





NEW YORK STYLE 


2119 SHATTUCK AVE BERKELEY | (510) 841-4035 





Now offering vegan pizza at this location 


mrCrave 


—bistro-- 


Maley VE. My Uli Be 
7-9PM » NO COVER 


ND 
HAPPY HOUR 


TUE - SAT 5-7PM 
TS 


BREAKFAST + LUNCH DAILY 
DINNER TUESDAY - SAT 
BRUNCH SAT + SUN 


655 ELLIS STREET, SF 
415-321-8899 
MRCRAVEBISTRO.COM 





LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THECALENDAR' ARTS & CULTURE 


Fresh Eats from p37 


28 to Dec. 14; every day Dec. 19 to 23; 
tea runs 1-4 p.m. 

Where: Sir Francis Drake Hotel / 
Scala’s Bistro Tea Under the Tree, (450 
Powell, 395-8518, sirfrancisdrake.com) 

Cost: $45 per child, $75 per adult 
(includes one glass of Champagne) 

The rundown: Youngsters get their 
own gingerbread cookie to decorate. The 
sugary fun continues with tea breads 
(cranberry walnut scones, pumpkin 
scones, and orange raisin scones served 
with lemon curd, double cream, butter, 
and raspberry jam), petit fours, carrot 
cake madeleines, pate de fruit, rasp- 
berry linzer bars, mini-fruit tartlets, 
vanilla marshmallows, and candy cane 
meringues, which were a refreshing and 
definite favorite at last year’s tea. 


Scala's Holide 

Tea Under the 

Tree at the St. 
Francis 





Aubrie Pick 

Tea sandwiches are an important tier: 
Smoked salmon, roast beef, egg salad, 
cucumber radish, and grilled vegetable 
all make appearances. There’s something 
magic about eating egg salad under a 
nice holiday tree while gazing at toy-cen- 
tric décor — all the better to remember 
those wish lists scribbled in earnest and 
mailed off to the North Pole. 


Holiday Afternoon Tea and 
Teddy Bear Teas 

When: Holiday tea: Nov. 29-30; 
Dec. 4-7, 11-14, 18-21, 23-24, 28-31. 
Daily seating at 3 p.m. 

Teddy Bear tea: Nov. 29-30; Dec. 
9-7, 13-14, 19-23. Seatings at 10 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. 

Where: The Ritz-Carlton, San Fran- 
cisco (600 Stockton, ritzcarlton.com) 

Cost: $65-$110 

The rundown: Afternoon tea in 
the lounge at the Ritz has a luxe feel, 
meaning you may want to use your 
inside voice — all the better to hear 
the live harpist entertainer. Finger 
sandwiches are a normal part of fine tea 
service, but an eggnog Ferrero Rocher 
sweet treat intrigues, along with the 
more customary gingerbread spice cake. 
On the savory side, look for lobster and 
duck confit. 

Bring your own stuffed animals to 
the Teddy Bear tea service, where the 
pressure’s totally off to entertain the 
kiddos, since an elf and giant teddy bear 
will be performing. Mr. Ted E. Bear will 
be available for photo ops, a portion of 
the proceeds will benefit Make-A-Wish 
Greater Bay Area, and kids leave with 
their own teddy bears. 


MUSIC 





Eiji 


Japanese Restaurant 


Homemode 


Tofu! 


317 Sanchez St @ 16th 
San Francisco 
415.558.8149 


Mikkeller BAR 





LUNCH SPECIAL 
BRATWURST + BEER OF THE DAY 
$12.00 M-F 12-4PM 


34 MASON STREET, SF 
(415) 984-0279 
www.mikkellerbar.com 


KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 


= AUTHENTIC CHINESE « DIM SUM == 















Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 
Dumplings 
Pot Stickers 
Won Ton vs, 
Pancakes (* 


TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415. 665. 6617 
DINE IN: 1713 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 


FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
unui www.kingofchinesedumpling.com ini 


pe ie 


si -~/% = 


NING OF NOODLES 


— Hand-Pulled Everyday — 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 
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WE CAN WORK IT OUT Ei a2 © —OT H E Se 1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 


FOLLOW THE FILLMORE SAN FRANCISCO 
“Well,” he said, “if you want to go FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE Ch] ; : MO | 3 SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 
off the beaten path, order the goat TWITTER: @FILLMORESF 


tacos. People shy away from them 
because they’re scared of goat. But 


Peace and 


INSTAGRAM: @THEFILLMORE 


Goat Tacos 


The bartender at Padrecito was 
wearing a goofy fishing hat and an even 
goofier smile. That didn’t work with the 
room, which consisted of a small, lovely, 
wooden bar separated from the gourmet 
Mexican restaurant it’s attached to. 

Bartenders ought to match the room 
— shouldn't they? If a place has a perso- 
na, shouldn't the people who work there 
enhance it? Or is that the first step on the 
road to kitsch, where everyone is wearing 
a matching uniform and a plastic grin? 
I frowned thinking about that, but the 
truth was that I wanted him to conform. 

The couple next to me at the bar were 
having an intense conversation. “She’s 
dead inside and I’m not helping,” the 
woman said, in agony. 

“The best way to help ...” the man 
began. Then my drink was placed in 
front of me. A Copa Verde (mes- 
cal, chipotle powder, cilantro, 
lime). While I'd been taking 
it in, the man had said 
something about how 
youre not really being 
supportive if you're not 
being true to yourself. 

I don't believe that. 








they’re missing out.” 

I gave him a look. “Be honest,” I said, 
though I'd been mentally criticizing him 
just a half-hour ago for not matching the 
furniture. “What are you telling me?” 

“Tam telling you I endorse them. 
Full force.” 

“What’s your name?” 

“Brad.” 

I leaned over the bar. “Benjamin,” I 
said. We shook hands. “And I’m ordering 
goat tacos.” 

“That’s great!” 

“Tm trusting you.” 

He nodded solemnly. He placed the 
order, looking satisfied. 

I got my second drink, a sandia (chile 
vodka, watermelon, lemon, egg white). 
Over the course of the evening I deter- 
mined that all the mescal and tequila 
drinks at Padrecito are exceptional. 

You're safe picking something off 
the menu at random. In fact 
you should. 

Brad checked in when 
the goat tacos were 
delivered. “First bite?” 

he asked. 
Brad had not let 

me down. “That,” I 

told him, “is some 


3 


. 


> 


™~ JACKIE GREENE 


NOVEMBER 28 & 29 
THE COFFIS BROTHERS (FRI.) 
TANGO ALPHA TANGO (SAT.) 


SO, (a 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4 
DI OTO) v/s) s (ODE aN See) 


MOLOTOV 


ALEX CLARE 


THREE HEARTS TOUR 
WITH TAYLOR BERRETT 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16 
DOORS 6/ SHOW 7 ¢ $28.50 


IN THIS MOMENT 


TWELVE FOOT NINJA, STARSET, 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5 
1 DIOL) SOE yas) s (ODEN ce el0) 
THE RETURN OF AIMEE MANN’S 
CHRISTMAS SHOW WITH 


In my experience very damn savory goat.” 3 PILL MORNING 


_ =] 
few people who are The couple to 
suffering deeply need \Si \|, | iy T | {} VV my left were now 
the Truth: They need S in a different place: 
something to cling to. Joe, anne holding hands, look- 





FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 ¢ $22.50 


I sipped, pleased at 


BENJAMIN ing into each other’s 
just how good a drink can WACHS eyes. I was eating amaz- 
be in a broken world. ing food, drinking tasty 


The man got up and stood 
behind her, embraced her shoul- 
ders, kissed the top of her head. She 
didn’t seem comforted. He massaged 
her neck; her expression didn’t change. 

I was struck by a long-ago memory of 
me sitting by an outdoor bonfire, telling 
my former teacher, Robert, “She won't 
listen to me. Even my presence seems to 
shut her down. What can I do?” 

He smiled gently. “The best thing you 
can do is give someone as much space 
as they need, leave them alone, and live 
your life so that you are a good example, 
in case they ever look your way when 
they think you're not paying attention.” 

I took that advice. It worked. I kind 
of wanted to tell this couple that, but I'd 
already stolen their drink menu and we 
weren't on good terms. 

The bartender in the goofy hat came 
back. “You want anything to eat?” 

“Sure,” I said. “Tll take the chips and 
guacamole.” 

“Good choice” he said. “Everybody 
loves the chips and guac.” 

“Yeah? I feel so unoriginal.” 

He looked a little hurt. “It’s not 
unoriginal.” 

“It’s chips and guac at a Mexi- 
can-themed bar. Let’s not give me 
points for creativity.” 
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concoctions, and a wave of 
happiness came over me. 

Padrecito, at least that evening, 
was a good place — the kind of place 
where things just turn out right if you 
give them enough time. That’s a won- 
derful quality, and it doesn’t happen by 
accident. Another memory came back 
to me, this time of visiting a hospice. I 
walked onto the grounds and a sense of 
peace and joy welled up. Later the staff 
told me they'd never had a bad death 
there, and I believed them. 

Brad stepped over. “You want anoth- 
er drink?” 

“T do.” 

“More of the same?” 

“No. You did such a good job with the 
goat — what do you recommend?” 

He grinned. “How about I make you 
something,” 

“I think you should.” 

I'd gotten the relationship all wrong. 
The bartender shouldn’t resemble the 
bar, the bar should resemble the bar- 
tender. How else could this possibly 
turn out so right? 


Padrecito 
901 Cole, 742-5505, padrecitosf.com 


Benjamin.Wachs@SFWeekly.com 


AIMEE MANN & TED LEO 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 8 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $35.00 


DOWN 


ORANGE GOBLIN, BL’AST, KING PARROT 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10 
DY OTO) v/s) s (ODE POO) 


AUGUSTANA 


SCARS ON 45 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER il 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $25.00 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 


DAVID BAZAN 


OL Ml BO a KYO) E3 
CHRISTMAS FEAT. 


THE GROUCH & ELIGH 


CUNNINLYNGUISTS, DJ ABILITIES 
& DJ FRESH 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $26.50 


OZOMATLI 


OZOKIDZ SHOW AT 3PM! 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 22 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $19.50 


FINISH TICKET 


DECEMBER 26 & 27 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 ¢ $35.00 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13 » 4 


DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $42.50 


LOS LOBOS 


ticketmaster.com 





THE BLASTERS 


LOPE, Cate cit] = 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. “Advance tickets will 
still be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 





LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE MUSIC NOVEMBER 26-DECEMBER 2, 2014 39 


ELBO ROOM 1S LOCATED AT 647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
ADVANCE TICKETS WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER.26,-9. PM - $6 
NEW BEAT. EBM: INDUSTIRAL. HARD ELECTRO 


(CONSOLIDATED/ HERCULES & LOVE AFFAIR) 


TOM-ASS ‘eertn) 


AND RESIDENT. DJ 


GRAGKWHORE 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 9:30-PM - $6 
THANKSCIVINCG 
HI LIFE 


WITH RESIDENT DUS 
PLEASUREMAKER @1ZZY WISE 
PLUS QUIQUE;ON PERCUSSION 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28,10 PM - S17 ADV/S20 DOOR 
HANDSOME HAWK VALENTINE PRESENTS 


THE HOP 
FEATURING: 
GIZZELLE: (iw tecoros) 
SHAKE BABY SHAKE, 


DJ DX THE FUNKY GRANPAW, 


HUNNY BUNNY. & HER-HOT TODDIES 
AND LOTS MORE 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29; 10-PM=--$5 ADW/S10 DOOR 


SWEATER FUNK 
THANKSGIVING DANGE-PARTY 
WITH FULL SF:SWEATER FUNK:DJ CREW 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 9 PM 
FREE BEFORE, 9:30°/S6 AFTER 


DUB MISSION 
PRESENTS THESBEST IN DUB, ROOTS REGGAE 
& DANOEHALL WITH 


DJ SEP ino:VINNIE ESPARZA 


(GROOVE MERCHANT/AMOEBA) 
MONDAY, DECEMBER'1;.9.PM - $8 


CELESTIAL:-SHORE 
(BKLN, NY), BLOOD-SISTER, BAUS 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2,:9 PM - $7 


TASKINE, 
SPARKS ACROSS: DARKNESS, 


DLRN, GATALYST BARS, 
TIP VICIOUS, AND MORE 


WEDNESDAY, DEGEMBER-3; 9 PM - $8 
ZODIAC.DEATH 


VALLEY, 
THE IGARUS°LINE,-Z1G. ZAGS, 
PLEASURE GALLOWS 


UPCOMING oH OW § 
THU 12/4 HI LIFE 
FRI 12/5 EARLY: LITERARY DEATH MATCH 
LATE: BASSTOWN 
SAT 12/6 EARLY: TRAVEL TAVERN 
LATE: SATURDAY NIGHT SOUL PARTY 
SUN 12/7 DUB. MISION: DJ SEP 
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“YOU'RE BASICALLY ERASING A CULTURAL LANDSCAPE OF ARTISTS" 


Worth the Fight 





By Gabe Meline 


Brian Moss walks along La 
Playa, a block from Ocean Beach, past 
the Safeway, past the condos, in the 
pouring rain. “It’s gotta be around here 
somewhere,’ he says. 

The “it” Moss speaks of is a plaque 
— the last remaining vestige of Play- 
land at the Beach, the once-towering 
amusement park and midway that 
brought, in the words of the corrod- 
ed bronze monument we eventually 
stumble upon, “days of fun and 
laughter” to generations of children 
growing up in San Francisco until its 
closing in 1972. 

Playland at the Beach is also the 
title of the new EP by Great Apes, 
the modern San Francisco punk band 
fronted by Moss, who happens to 
live just blocks from where Laughing 
Sal alternately entertained and ter- 
rified children; where the Big Dipper 
boasted an 80-foot drop; where Its-Its 
were born and where Orson Welles 
filmed his famous finale for The Lady 
of Shanghai. 

But the record isn’t simply a nostal- 
gic look back. Playland at the Beach is 
simultaneously the most scathing and 
poetic indictment yet from a local band 
of the current changing face of San 
Francisco. At turns angry, contempla- 
tive, and riddled with local landmarks, 
the record — released digitally this 
week and celebrated with a Friday, Nov. 
28 show at Thee Parkside — threads 
the city’s rich history into the current 
predicament of pushing out its mar- 
ginalized population and, by extension, 
losing a sizable chunk of its culture. 

“What the city is essentially be- 
coming is a homogenized, vanilla, 
adult Disneyland for the rich,” Moss 
says, sitting near Playland’s plaque. 
“And with that, you're basically eras- 
ing a cultural landscape of artists 
— or, as I’m referencing in the songs, 
certain elements of what people might 
deem as filth, but what’s really the 
raw, human diversity that I believe 
makes cities great. And with the steril- 
ity of a city like that, you’re gonna lose 
a large portion of the arts community, 
if not the whole thing.” 

The converse is that when art has 
something against which to kick, it 
thrives creatively. Moss has fronted 
well-known bands like the Wunder 
Years, the Ghost, Hanale, and the one- 
night-only novelty band Jahbreaker. 
But Playland at the Beach is among his 
strongest, boldest musical statement 
thus far. And throughout the song 


cycle, familiar sites from Baghdad-by- 
the-Bay take on a narrator’s voice, ref- 
erencing City Lights, the Castro, the 
Women’s Building, Harvey Milk, and 
Valencia Street (“which, to me, right 
now,’ Moss says, “I want there to be 
Xanax dispensers on every corner.”) 

The tone is set from the opening 
track, “New Rough, Old Diamonds (A 
Conversation Between Vesuvio and 
Specs), which decries North Beach’s 
new clientele in popped collars and 
stilettos, and longs for Gregory Corso, 
Barbary Lane, and “the maritime and 
reckless / the urchins from the park.” 
The following track “Milk: It Does a 
City Good (By the Civic Center Stairs)” 
imagines the culture of greased palms 
and backroom deals surrounding Har- 
vey Milk, “a healing hand for the out- 
casts’ reach,” and the positive legacy he 
left for all marginalized populations. 

In “Paint Job (The Lament of 1492 
Valencia Street),” a remodeled apart- 
ment building rues the neighborhood 
glut of Lyft cars and Google buses 
while longing for the vibrancy of cul- 
ture — the “chorus of language,” the 
scent of pozole — that once kept the 
neighborhood lively. It might be the 
most personal song on the EP, since 
Moss lived in the Mission for years but 
at a certain point had to get out. 
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“T didn’t want early-twentysome- 
thing white cookie-cutter arts culture,” 
he explains. “It’s fronted as this very 
progressive arts community, but it’s 
pretty transparent that that commu- 
nity lacks sincerity. ’ve been through 
that with punk and other circles my 
whole life, and now, in my 30s, I’m not 
interested in playing that game.” 

A schoolteacher by day, Moss carves 
out just enough of a living to pay rent 
on a one-bedroom apartment shared 
with his girlfriend a block from Ocean 
Beach, in the Sunset. Although a deal 
rent-wise, the building is for sale, and 
he’s not sure what'll happen when it 
sells. In this, he’s hesitant to solely 
scapegoat the tech industry for the 
problems facing San Francisco, calling 
out in equal measure landlords and 
city government for aiding and abet- 
ting a landscape in which the working 
class has no viable means to survive 
in the city they serve. “At the risk 
of sounding like a punk rock cliché, 
hyper-capitalism in my opinion truly 
brings out the worst in people,” Moss 
says. “And it’s very, very animalistic.” 

And yet for all its unrest, Playland 
at the Beach ends on a reconcilatory, 
peaceful note. The title track that clos- 
es the record is sung from the point 
of view of the giant wooden windmill 


Brian Moss 





just blocks from Moss’ house, as- 
sessing the years of culture it’s seen 
— the carnival midway, the Family 
Dog gatherings, the Park Chalet, the 
beaming children outside Playland’s 
gates. Weathered by salt, sand, and 
fog, the song’s narrator remembers 
the Playland that once was, the Sutro 
Baths, the Camera Obscura — but also 
accepts the winds of change: “Dilapi- 
dated, but I feel fine / Oh, What’s the 
point in longing for eaves left behind? 
/ The fog will ebb, past the ruins of 
the pier / And where the pilings stood, 
new structure will appear.” 

Moss sounds a similarly peaceful 
tone, sitting and smoking on the spot 
of the old Playland. 

“There are things worth fighting 
for,” he says, looking at the faceless 
buildings that have arisen in the area. 
“And there are things where shaking 
a cane doesn’t really serve much pur- 
pose, and will only cause you anguish. 
Life, and history, is full of ups and 
downs, and [| think that in a certain 
light there needs to be faith in that. 
That things will come back up again.” 


Great Apes with 
Everybody Row and Daikon 


9 p.m. Friday, Nov. 28, at Thee 
Parkside. $8; theeparkside.com 
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SOME THOUGHTS OF A CERTAIN SOUND 


Early Christmas 


By Chris Zaldua 


Christmas is coming the day 
after Thanksgiving this year, because 
Santa’s bringing a one-off intimate, 
private party at a downtown venue 
with Dixon — one of the world’s best 
DJs — and the rest of the Sunset 
Soundsystem crew. 

For the unfamiliar, Dixon is a 
Berlin-based DJ and producer who 
also co-runs the Innervisions record 
label. Since its inception 2005, 
Innervisions — as well as Dixon 
and Ame, the label’s owners — have 
been at the forefront of a new 
movement of deep house music. 

The Innervisions sound is melodic, 
introspective, emotional, and 
absolutely deadly on the dancefloor. 
Characterized by lush, simple 
melodies, innovative percussion, and 
vocals that sit just in the background 
of a track without getting in the way 
of the rest of it, Innervisions has 
become one of the most renowned 
record labels in the world, and Dixon 
has risen with it. 

Dixon’s DJ sets are marathon 
affairs that unfurl slowly, at an easy 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


Fullyloaded presents Solar, DJ M3, 
Galen, and Anthony Mansfield at 
Monarch, 9 p.m.-3 a.m. Wednesday, 
Nov. 26. $5-$10; monarchsf.com 
Thanksgiving weekend begins on Wednes- 
day, and you can waste no time celebrat- 
ing the long weekend (and endless 
amount of food) by joining some of San 
Francisco's finest DJs at Monarch to cele- 
brate the club's third birthday. Two of the 
city’s party crews, Sunset Soundsystem 
and Green Gorilla Lounge, are joining 
forces this evening. Sunset Soundsystem 
has been throwing parties in the Bay Area 
for over 20 years, and Solar and Galen, 
Sunset’s resident DJs, have just as many 
years of experience under their belts. DJ 
M3 and Anthony Mansfield represent 
Green Gorilla Lounge, a DJ crew with simi- 
larly deep roots in the Bay Area. Solar and 
Galen are hard to pin down as Dus, but fo- 
cus on techno and deep house; M3 and 
Anthony Mansfield veer towards disco 
and funk. 


Bubble featuring Mozaic, Gehno 1A, Ilya 
Galperin, and Dao at Underground SF, 
10 p.m.-2 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 27. Free; 
undergroundsf.com 

If you need a place to party on 
Thanksgiving day, Bubble, the Thursday 
night weekly party at Underground SF, 
has got you covered. What better way to 
burn off all those calories from turkey 
and cherry pie? This time around there's 
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pace, rarely much faster than 120 
bpm. Dixon’s not afraid to take his 
time and play with the dancefloor, 
sometimes mixing in moody ambient 
bits to keep the audience on its 

toes. Joining him are the Sunset 
residents, Solar, Galen, Tasho, and 


four local DJs selecting tunes: Mozaic, a 
long-active Bay Area DJ with wide- 
ranging tastes and arecord collection to 
match; Gehno 1A, a DJ affiliated with New 
York City’s House of Aviance vogue crew, 
whose taste leans towards deep house, 
garage and old-school house and breaks; 
Ilya Galperin, a funk-centric DJ who spins 
all things cosmic, spaced-out, funky and 
disco-flavored; and Dao, a Bubble resident 
who plays playful, groovy tech-house. The 
party is free, as always, and will provide a 
welcome respite if you need to escape 
from the turkey day festivities. 


Deep Blue, Base, On&On, and Public 
Works present Martin Buttrich and Guti 
at Public Works, 9 p.m.-4 a.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 29. $15-$25; 
publicsf.com 

German producer and musician Martin 
Buttrich has been in the game for a very 
long time now. In the ‘90s, Buttrich re- 
mained behind the curtain, producing 
trance, quirky pop, and a great deal of pro- 
gressive house in collaboration with in- 
dustry legend Timo Maas. It wasn’t until 
2004 that he began producing under his 
own name, a shift that saw him leave the 
overtly crowd-pleasing aspects of his 
early career behind for immaculately pro- 
duced, crisp, and subtle tech-house. In 
2007 he founded his record label, Desolat, 
which has managed to showcase the 
sound of underground minimal techno in 
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Backroom Entertainment 
Conor, who are all some of the city’s 
finest DJs. To ensure entry into this 
party, snag a ticket here: tinyurl. 
com/sunsetdixon (this event will sell 
out, so don’t dally). Then be on the 
lookout for an email with the party’s 
location the day of the event. 


an accessible, easy-to-digest way. Joining 
him is Desolat labelmate Guti, an Argen- 
tine who spent most of his career in rock 
bands. Guti produces Latin-flavored tech- 
house: Big, thumping beats paired with Af- 
ro-Caribbean hand drumming and Spanish 
vocal flourishes, designed for maximum 
dancefloor satisfaction. 


Last Nite presents a 2000s Hip Hop 
Party with Jamie Jams and Marco de la 
Vega at Slate Bar, 10 p.m.-2 a.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 29. $5 before 11 p.m., 
$10 after; slate-sf.com 

Last Nite has been presenting a regu- 
larly occurring 2000s Indie Dance party 
for some time now, throwing back to 
the not-so-distant past when DFA Re- 
cords ruled the world and LCD 
Soundsystem played five sold-out 
shows in a row in New York. To change 
things up a bit, they're throwing back to 
a different genre, same era: 2000s-era 
hip-hop, the time when hip-hop and rap 
Summited the mountain of cultural as- 
cendancy and well and truly became 
the dominant mode of American popu- 
lar music. But that’s no matter, as you 
have two San Francisco DJs with bags 
full of bass- and snare-heavy tunes de- 
signed to get your bottom-end shakin’. 
Expect to hear a bunch of tracks you al- 
ready know (and love), and a bunch that 
you don't, because Jamie and Marco's 
collections run deep. 


668 HAIGHT ST. (at Pierce St.) 
: 415-558-8375 











watch with us: 


ALL MLS GAMES * BOXING 
UFC CHAMPIONSHIPS 


open daily 


HAPPY HOUR 
NOON - 7P.M. 


Visit our website 


WWW.DANNYCOYLES.COM 


sd @DANNYCOYLES f FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 
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Punce LINE 


SAN F FRANCISCO 


SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 
WEDNESDAY 11/26 ~ SATURDAY 11/29 WEDNESDAY 12/17 ~ SATURDAY 12/20 
FROM @MIDNIGHT AND CHELSEA LATELY! ~¥ 
MOSHE KASHER 
SAMMY OBEID, BUCKY SINISTER 


FROM BLACK BOX AND THE TONIGHT SHOW! 
TUESDAY 12/2 HA HA HEATHENS E FRIDAY 12/26 - SUNDAY 12/28 
“ATHIEST CHRISTMAS” CD RELEASE PARTY! at FROM UNDATEABLE AND CONAN! 


WEDNESDAY 12/3 - SATURDAY 12/6 , ES 
FROM LE ea ICARUS! i Ss *= NICK YOUSSEF, CORY ROBINSON 
DRENNON DAVIS, JOSEF ANOLIN ies MONDAY 12/29 Sra 


WRITER FOR HBO'S LAST WEEK TONIGHT WITH JOHN OLIVER! | 


WEDNESDAY 12/10 KEVIN AVERY ‘a ' > 
“DUCHAINE IS CONFIDENT AND RELAXED IN THE GRIP OF TONY CAMIN 
HOSTILITY.” -THE SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 
ROBERT DUCHAINE 
KELLEN ERSKINE 


JOE TOBIN, STROY MOYD 


> » 
THURSDAY 12/11 - SATURDAY 12/13 
THE PITBULL OF COMEDY! L- 
BOBBY SLAYT y 
ROBERT DUCHAINE, KELLEN TON : 


FACEBOOK.COM/PUNCHLINESF ® TWITTER.COM/PUNCHLINESF * PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM * ABOVE 444 BATTERY STREET 
18 & OVER ® 2 DRINK MINIMUM ° ALL SHOWS ARE LIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE * CALL FOR SHOW TIMES ° 415-397-PLSF 


WEDNESDAY 12/31 


FRIDAY 1/2 ~ SATURDAY 1/3 
NEW YEAR’S EVE! 
GREG PROOPS 


CHRIS VOTH, CAITLIN GILL 


FOLLOW 


MON 12/8 -WED 12/10 
AUSTRALIA’S THUNDER 
FROM DOWN UNDER 


THUR 12/11 = SAT 12/13 


CHRIS HARDWICK 


Host of @midnight and 
AMC’s Talking Dead! 


THUR 12/18 = SAT 12/20 


TOM SEGURA 


From The Joe Rogan Experience and 
Completely Normal! 


WEDNESDAY 11/26 - 
SATURDAY 11/29 SATURDAY 12/6 


LAURIE DAVE 
KILMARTIN| ATTELL 


with Aida Rodriguez 
on Wed & Sat! 


FRIDAY 12/5 - 


WED 12/31 : 
New Year’s Eve Comedy Countdown 2014 oa 
DOUG BENSON r - ft 
FORTUNE FEIMSTER, : 
W. KAMAU BELL 
TOMMY JOHNAGIN 
JON DORE & MORE! 


ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum ¢ 18 & older with valid ID 
915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO ¢ SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320 
Validated Parking @ Anchorage Garage, 500 Beach St. 


AWA fete} -]-}-Jeteo]} ||») Mete) ||| 


ticketmaster.com 


From Comedy Central’s 
Insomniac and 
Comedy Underground! 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket 
prices are subject to change without notice. 
All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. 
Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 
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LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs Editor John Graham by email (John. 
Graham@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
To change an existing listing, call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Our Concerts section lists major 
shows and special events. Call individual clubs 
for show details. Except as noted, all phone 
numbers are inthe 415 area code. Listings rotate 
regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings 
of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 


WEDNESDAY 11/26 


ROCK 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Richie 
Kotzen, 8 p.m., $40. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Moonbeams, The Slowness, Marc Manning, 9 p.m., 
$8. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Adam 
Widener, City Heat, Girlfriends & Boyfriends, 
8:30 p.m., $7. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Close 
Talker, M.0.E.T., 8 p.m., $10. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. State 
Secrets, They Run by Night, The Daze & Nights, 
The Locomotives, 8:30 p.m., $10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. “Popscene,”’ 
w/ Kitten, Lovelive, DJ Aaron Axelsen, 9:30 p.m., 
$13-$15. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., San Francisco. Moon 
Boots, Henry Krinkle, Papa Lu, 9:30 p.m., $10- 
$20. 

BeatBox: 314 11th St., San Francisco. “Bassgiving,” 
San Francisco Food Bank benefit and food drive 
with DJs Tamo, J9, Dex Stakker, Influence, Dr. 
Whiskers, J:Miah, and Anthony James, 9 p.m., $5 
minimum donation. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘‘BroMance: A 
Night Out for the Fellas,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Sticky 
Wednesdays,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m.., free. 
Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Bondage- 
A-Go-Go," w/ DJ Damon, Tomas Diablo, guests, 

9:30 p.m., $7-$10. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. “Electro 
Pop Rocks: The Nightmare Before Christmas,” 18+ 
dance party, 9 p.m. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1ith St., San Francisco. “Dark 
Sparkle,” w/ DJ Sage, Miz Margo, guests, 10 p.m., 
$5: 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Bodyshock,” 
w/ Mark Pistel, Tom Ass, DJ Crackwhore, 9 p.m., 
$6. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Housepitality,"” w/ 
Bob 5, Ben Vallery, Tyrel Williams, Billy Jaz, Joel 
Conway, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. “Salted: A Special 
Pre-Thanksgiving Event,” w/ DJs Miguel Migs, Julius 
Papp, Mauricio Aviles, and Viad Simko, 9 p.m., free 
before 11 p.m. with RSVP. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Rock the Spot," 9 p.m., free. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. ‘‘Sunset + Green 
Gorilla Lounge: Fully Loaded,” w/ Solar, DJ M3, 
Galen, Anthony Mansfield, 9 p.m., $5. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. Thanksgiving 
Eve with Francesca Lombardo, Dax Lee, Garth, 
Jené, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 


CONCERTS 


WEDNESDAY 11/26 


Audien: W/ Jenaux, 9 p.m., $25-$32 advance. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Common: W/ Jay Electronica, Fly Union, 8 p.m., 
$35-$38. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, 
San Francisco. 

G-Eazy: W/ Ty Dolla Sign, 8 p.m., sold out. Fox 
Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 
Give Thanks: W/ ATB, Cazzette, Emma Hewitt, 
Sound Remedy, Ilan Bluestone, 8 p.m., $45- 
$65 advance. City National Civic, 135 W. San 

Carlos, San Jose. 

New Riders of the Purple Sage: W/ Doobie Decibel 
System, 8 p.m., $26. Great American Music Hall, 
859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

S.F. Opera: La Cenerentola: 7:30 p.m., $25-$370. 
War Memorial Opera House, 301 Van Ness, San 
Francisco. 


FRIDAY 11/28 


Béla Fleck & Abigail Washburn: 7:30 p.m., $30- 
$70. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 

Jackie Greene: W/ The Coffis Brothers, 9 p.m., 
$29.50-$41.50 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 
Geary, San Francisco. 

Jamestown Revival: W/ Nikki Lane, Pete Molinari, 
9 p.m., $16. Great American Music Hall, 859 
O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

Watsky: W/ Kyle, Parker, Anderson .Paak, Creme 
Fraiche, 8 p.m., $19.50-$22. The Regency Ball- 
room, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 


SATURDAY 11/29 


Béla Fleck & Abigail Washburn: 4 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m., $30-$70. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, 


San Francisco. 

Canciones: Caminos Flamencos performance 
featuring Fanny Ara, Melissa Cruz, Marina Elana, 
Manuel Gutierrez, Devon LaRussa, Molly Rogers, 
and Yaelisa, 8 p.m., $20-$75. Fort Mason, Cowell 
Theater, Marina, San Francisco. 

Googoosh & Ebi: 9 p.m., $69-$322.30 advance. 
San Jose State University Event Center Arena, 
290 S. 7th St., San Jose. 

Jackie Greene: W/ Tango Alpha Tango, 9 p.m., 
$29.50-$41.50 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 
Geary, San Francisco. 

S.F. Opera: La Bohéme for Families: 1 p.m., $15- 
$100. War Memorial Opera House, 301 Van Ness, 
San Francisco. 

S.F. Opera: La Bohéme: 7:30 p.m., $25-$370. 
War Memorial Opera House, 301 Van Ness, San 
Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ conductor Susanna Malkki 
and featuring pianist Jeremy Denk, 8 p.m., 
$15-$158. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, 
San Francisco. 

Watsky: W/ Grieves, Kate Nash, Anderson .Paak, 
Creme Fraiche, 8 p.m., $19.50-$22. The Regency 
Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 

The Whispers: 8 p.m., $39.75-$84.75. Paramount 
Theatre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland. 


SUNDAY 11/30 


Alex Clare: 8 p.m., $22.50-$29.50 advance. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Asking Alexandria: W/ Blessthefall, Chelsea Grin, 
Upon a Burning Body, The Family Ruin, 8 p.m., 
$25.50-$28. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, 
San Francisco. 

Canciones: Caminos Flamencos performance 


featuring Fanny Ara, Melissa Cruz, Marina Elana, 
Manuel Gutierrez, Devon LaRussa, Molly Rogers, 
and Yaelisa, 3 p.m., $20-$75. Fort Mason, Cowell 
Theater, Marina, San Francisco. 

Milton Nascimento: 7 p.m., sold out. SFJAZZ Center, 
201 Franklin, San Francisco. 

Pacific Chamber Symphony: Handel's Messiah: 
2 p.m., $11-$55. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. 

S.F. Opera: La Bohéme: 2 p.m., $25-$370. War Me- 
morial Opera House, 301 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ conductor Susanna Malkki 
and featuring pianist Jeremy Denk, 2 p.m., 
$15-$158. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, 
San Francisco. 


MONDAY 12/1 


Angel Olsen: W/ Kevin Morby, 8 p.m., $18. Great 
American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Fran- 
CISCO. 

Yuja Wang: 7:30 p.m., $25-$99. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 


TUESDAY 12/2 


A Night with Chrissie Hynde: 7:30 p.m., $55- 
$89.75 advance. The Masonic, 1111 California, 
San Francisco. 

Eric Hutchinson: W/ Tristan Prettyman, Nick 
Howard, 8 p.m., $25-$35. The Fillmore, 1805 
Geary, San Francisco. 

Gaby Moreno: W/ Jeff Conley, 8 p.m., $16. Great 
American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Fran- 
CiSCo. 

S.F. Opera: La Bohéme: 7:30 p.m., $25-$370. 
War Memorial Opera House, 301 Van Ness, 
San Francisco. 
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[Tue 10pm only] 


DEC 10 


DEC 26, IOPM ONLY 
BANG DATA & LA MISA NEGRA 


FEB 5-6, THU 10PM ONLY 
TIGRAN TRIO 
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MARK HUMMEL’S BLUES 
HARP BLOWOUT 


w/ Charlie Musselwhite, Elvin Bishop, 
Rick Estrin, Little Charlie, Steve Guyger 
& Rich Yescalis 


[Thu + Fri 10pm only] 





BOBBY MATOS AFRO LATIN JAZZ ENSEMBLE 
CD RELEASE 
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Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Booty Call,” w/ 
Juanita More & guests, 9 p.m., $3. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. The White 
Panda, D-Bryk, 18+ dance party, 9 p.m., $20 
advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Otter J," w/ 
DJs Collin Bass, Chipmint, and Bret Bowerman, 
9 p.m. 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco. “It Feels Good to 
Give Thanks," Toys for Tots benefit party with DJs 
Charles Feelgood, Mes, and Taj, 9 p.m., $10-$15 
advance (free with toy donation). 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. ‘Black Wednes- 
day,’ w/ DJ Dan, Donald Glaude, more, 10 p.m., 
$20. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. DallasK, 10 p.m., 
$10 advance. 


HIP-HOP 


Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. Riff Raff, 
Traxamillion, Marcellus, 9 p.m., $20. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Mixtape 
Wednesday,” w/ resident DJs Strategy, Junot, Herb 
Digs, & guests, 9 p.m., $5. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. “Flex,” w/ 
DJs Kala, The C.M.E., Cos the Kid, and Drea Faux 
Real, 9 p.m., $5. 
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No Time For the Blues 


OBN III'S 





ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Grant 
Livingston, 7 p.m. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. The Brothers 
Comatose, The T Sisters, 8 p.m., $18-$20. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. The 
Toast Inspectors, Last Wednesday of every month, 
9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Gaucho, Eric 
Garland’s Jazz Session, The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., 
free; free. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco. “Cat's 
Corner,” 9 p.m., $10. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Dick Fregulia’s 
Good Vibes Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Brother Khalil, 8 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. The Cosmo 
Alleycats featuring Ms. Emily Wade Adams, 7 


4 , | 


Zac Sprague 


with POW!, Pampers, and Beekeepers, 9 p.m. Friday, Nov. 28, at 
Brick and Mortar Music Hall. $8-$10; brickandmortarmusic.com. 


Anyone who has experienced the unhinged live show of Austin, Texas-based 
rockers OBN III’s knows what to expect: snarling, garage-punk riffs, beer-spill- 
ing mayhem, and no shortage of verbal abuse from square-jawed frontman and 
band namesake Orville Bateman Neeley III. The chaos is audible on the crew’s 
contribution to Castle Face Records’ ongoing Live In San Francisco series as the 
quartet barrels though a barrage of tuneful, Stooges-inspired salvos, inter- 
spersed with Neeley’s sneering swipes at audience members for wearing too 
much cologne and smoking too much weed. The band’s latest studio effort — 
Third Time to Harm, on Tic Tac Totally — finds the group crafting some of its 
most savage, ear-pleasing nuggets yet, while veering into new territory on the 
epic dirge “Queen Glom” and the moody “Beg to Christ,” with its echoes of early 
Alice Cooper and Blue Oyster Cult. OBN III’s are joined by like-minded locals 
POW! and Beekeepers as well as Brooklyn punks Pampers, currently promoting 
their ferocious eponymous debut for In the Red Records. Dave Pehling 
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p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
29th Street Swingtet, Fourth Wednesday of every 
month, 9 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
David Parker Quartet, 8 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 6:30- 
11:30 p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Bao- 
bab!,"" timba dance party with DJ WaltDigz, 10 
p.m., $5. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“International Freak Out A Go Go,” w/ resident 
DJs Ben Bracken, Bobby Ganush, Mark Gergis, and 
Special Lord B, Last Wednesday of every month, 
10 p.m., free. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. ““Bach- 
atalicious,” 8:30 p.m., $5-$10. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Redwood Tango Ensemble, 8:30 p.m.., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Howell- 
Devine, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Lara Price, 
9:30 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Brokedown in Bakersfield, Laurie Lewis & Tom 
Rozum, 8 p.m., $20. 


SOUL 


Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Color Me 
Badd," coloring books and R&B jams with Matt 
Haze, DJ Alarm, Broke-Ass Stuart, guests, Wednes- 
days, 5:30-9:30 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Freddie Hughes & Chris Burns, 7:30 p.m., free. 


THURSDAY 11/27 


ROCK 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“Thanksglaming,” glam night with DJs Omar Perez 
& Medium Rare, 9 p.m., free. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘A Light 
in the Attic,” w/ The Starship Connection, 9 
p.m., $5-$10. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “iPan Dulce!,” 
9 p.m., $5; free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Class of 84," 
w/ DJs Damon, Steve Washington, Dangerous Dan, 
and guests, 9 p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.). 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Hi Life,” 
w/ resident DJs Pleasuremaker & Izzy*Wize, 
9:30 p.m., $6. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Night Fever,” 9 p.m., $5 after 10 p.m. 


HIP-HOP 


Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. “Cream of 
Beat,’’ w/ DJs Mind Motion, Ivan, Dark Money, and 
more, 9 p.m., $20-$50. 


BLUES 


The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Freddie 
Roulette, 4 p.m.; Steve Freund, 9:30 p.m. 


FRIDAY 11/28 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Great White Buffalo, John Travoltage, 9 p.m., $10- 
$12. 


DPENTABLE DIMERS CHOICE 


~~ Obkland 
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2014 Winner af 
Restaatad! Cheers gel 
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PRO WRESTLING: ODYSSEY 


presents MASHUP WR ESTLING ! 


- 


A 


TIPM: LIVE WRESTLING 
WITH A MASHUP 
SOUNDTRACK ... WITH A 
WRESTLING RING 


INSIDE THE DNA LOUNGE! 
featuring: 

"THE FALLEN STAR” CORVUS 
U.S. STEELE - VIRGIL FLYNN 
“MR. PUNISHMENT” SIR SAMURAI 
“THE HANGMAN” DALTON FROST 
JECKLES THE JESTER - AND MORE 


MAIN ROOM MASHUP DJs: 
A PLUS D 
ENTYME - FAROFF 


= 


LOUNGE: 
LAS BAYGAS 











VEGAS-STYLE CLUB BANGERS 
oJs AJAX « LORENZOE 


‘Eilat 


STRANGELOVE 


DJs TOMAS DIABLO, 


MZ. SAMANTHA, ANDY T. 


DAZZLE ROOM: 
DADA vs. JIMI G 


BATTLE OF THE MAIN 
ROOM OPENING DJs! 


SATURDAY NOVEMBER 29 


DNA 


elt fre 


OPM. AFTERHOURS 
SHIP THE LIME 


FOUR ROOMS - ONE PRICE! 
375 ELEVENTH STREET @ HARRISON, SF - 21% wal ID 
$10 BEFORE 10PM BOOTIESF.CON 
$1S ADVANCE THK © OMALOUNGE.COM 


FREE BOOTIE MASHUP COs TO THE FIRST 900 PEDPLE! 
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Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco. OBN IIIs, POW!, Pampers, Beekeepers, 9 
p.m., $8-$10. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Igor & Red 
Elvises, 9 p.m., $20. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. | the Mighty, 
Bonnie & The Bang Bang, Little Envy, 8:30 p.m., 
$12-$14. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. ArnoCorps, Thee 
Hobo Gobbelins, Jello Biafra (Spoken word), Year 
of the Fist, 9 p.m., $15. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Ghostlimb, 
Great Apes, Everybody Row, Daikon, 9 p.m., $8. 
Viracocha: 998 Valencia, San Francisco. Phos- 
phene, Passenger & Pilot, Drew Victor, 8 p.m., $10- 

$15. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. “Blacklight 
Friday," w/ Lex Luger, Sean G, NastyNasty, Pixelord, 


813, Saburov, Shawn Wasabi, Absrdst, Grimecraft, 
Yheti, BoatS, Intellitard, more, 10 p.m., $15-$20 
advance. 

Audio Discotech: 316 1Ith St., San Francisco. Ninetoes, 
Erik Hagleton, OneMoHit, Jay Handles, 9:30 p.m., 
$10 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 11th St., San Francisco. “Trade,” w/ 
DJs Ruben Mancias & Hawthorne, 10 p.m., free 
before midnight. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘“Manimal,” 9 
p.m., free before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Boy Bar," 
9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Dark Shadows: 
Tribute to the Addams Family - A Wake for Charles 
Addams," w/ DJs Daniel Skellington, Davey Bones, 
Melting Girl, and Unit 77, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 before 
10 p.m.). 

DNA Lounge: 375 1ith St., San Francisco. ‘Turbo 
Drive,” w/ Marrow, plus DJs Devon, Netik, and Mr. 


PUBLICWORIS 


a ee 


DAX PRESENTS 
FRANCESCA LOMBARDO 


GARTH 3 JENO inves 


ey cos 


THE WALKEN SITUATION 
A CHRISTOPHER WALKEN ART EXHIBIT 


10 YEAR 


— ie —F 


DEEP BLUE, BASE, ON & ON, & PUBLIC WORKS PRESENT 
MARTIN BUTTRICH © GUTI 


SUNDAY 11.30 - LOFT 
SUNIGHT: CHRISTOPHER WILLITS & MORE 


SUNDAY 12.14 
SUNDAY MASS 


Ag, NOVEMBER 26-DECEMBER 2, 2014 


THURSDAY 12.17 
SFIJFF: BEASTIE BOYS TRIBUTE 
W/ FELONIOUS AND JAZZ MAFIA 





Smith, 9:30 p.m., $8 advance. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“| ¥ the ‘90s,” w/ DJs Samala, Teo, Mr. Grant, & 
Sonny Phono, Fourth Friday of every month, 9 p.m., 
$5. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. Hot Chip (DJ 
set), The 2 Bears, MPHD, 9 p.m., $18-$22. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. “Disbehave," w/ 
Worthy, Pezzner, Nick Monaco, Johnnie Walker, 9 
p.m., $10 advance. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Move It or Lose 
It," w/ Emanate, Santiago Lopez, Bob Campbell, 
Trey Courtney, FlashFlooder, 9 p.m., $10. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Raven,” w/ 
DJ Mark Andrus, 9 p.m., $10. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. ‘Phoria,” 
w/ Gabriel & Dresden, Niko Zografos, Festiva, 9 
p.m., $15 advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Loaded,” 
w/ DJs Dugg, C-Pap, Ghost Dad, and Dee Dee 


Shee Sartkside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28TH - 9PM - $8 





SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH - 4PM - FREE 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4TH - 9PM - $7 


eeeeece eee eee eee eee eee eee ee ee eee ee ee oO eee eee eo eS 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7TH - 4PM - FREE 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9TH - 8PM - $15 


ee ee 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


theeparkside.com 





1600 17th Street + 415-252-1330 
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Three, 8 p.m., $3. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. DJ Dr. No & 
DJ Mark Saguindel, 9 p.m., free. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Alex Gaudino, 
10 p.m. 


HIP-HOP 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
People Under the Stairs, Casual, 9 p.m., $17-$20. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “#Flow,” w/ 
The Whooligan & Mikos Da Gawd, Fourth Friday of 
every month, 10 p.m., free before 11 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. “14th Annual 
Turkey Trot: 2014 Americana Music Feast,” w/ Wolf 
Hamlin & The Front Porch Drifters, The Bootcuts, 
Tell River, 9 p.m., $15. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Ivor 


PRESERVING THE BLUES SINCE 199% 


HOWELLDEVINE 


PAULA HARRIS 


» 


4 
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,* 
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KAREN LOVELY BAND 


- 2 
clay 


SHANE DWIGHT 


i i 
‘BAY CITY BLUES w cums cam 
+ TOMMY CASTRO & THE PariLiins 
BEN RICE BAND 
JAREKUS SINGLETON BAND 
JUST ANNOUNCED: 


,% nes ~ « 
NEW YEAR'S EVE BASH 


40) MASON. ST 


(415).292.2583 


S150) SAND COM 


Collins, 8 p.m. 
Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Song- 
writers in the Round with Daniel Seidel, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Chuck 
Peterson Quintet, Fourth Friday of every month, 
5:30 p.m., $10 suggested donation per adult. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Francisco. Golden 
Gate Hot Club, 7 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Snakebite & 
Friends, 8 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Jules Broussard & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
David Jeffrey Jazz Fourtet, 9 p.m. 


$8 MEZZANINE 
WEDS NOVEMBER 26 - SPIV' 


ia 


FANNER DS 
HOT CHIP? 
Pert 


SAT NOVEMBER 29- 9PIV| 


MINNESOTA 


> 
> 


SAT DECEMBER 13 - SPI 


WONDER-FULL 


‘| CLUB NSSN / SOLD OUT 
').) 5 CMAC Houma Party & tev cnn 
> DIRTYBIRD PLAYERS 

\ 22) GOLDRODM (D) SET) 

'”. THE HOOD INTERNET 

) 7 >) YUNA cave Turex BELLS amas 
12.5) WYE CUT COPY (LIVE) 
1.) PUSH peaturine gen acuury 
SAGE FRANCIS 

\) THOMAS JACK/ SOLD OUT 
\/ 2) RINDNESS 


MITZANINES?T COM I - 
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THE GLITCH MOB @ FLYING LOTUS ©” 
BEATS ANTIQUE e LETTUCE 


BREAK SCIENCE ° BIT FUNK ° FORT KNOX FIVE 


WORTHY ° PUMPKIN « MOTION POTION 


3-CREW SILENT FRISCO BATTLE FEATURING 
THE MoM DJs: GORDO CABEZA:TIMOTEO GIGANTE:DJ PHELCK: THE CAPTAIN HAT 
SILENT FRISCO: MIKEY THUNDER: SHOUTS!:-DJ MANCUB:MATT HAZE: U9LIFT 
BLASTHAUS: GIRLS N BOOMBOXES:BLUE FARM:ANALOG DISCO 
TRAPEZE BURLESQUE ELECTRO SIDESHOW 
DJ SETS: DELACHAUX - THE KLOWN - THE GENTLEMEN CALLERS of LOS ANGELES 
BELLHOP - SPEAKEASY SYNDICATE : JAZZY FOX 
BUBBLES & BURLESQUE: MEKA LA CREME - ELEKTRA CUTE - OLIVIA BELLAFONTAINE 
MOJO DEVILLE - HUNNY BUNNAH ° IZA LA VAMP: TONYA KAY - JAY SIREN - MC EMMA NATION 


BILL GRAHAM CIVIC AUDITORIUM 
@ ©@©@ WWW-SEAOFDREAMSNYE.COM ©@0@0@ 
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Make-Out Room 


WED 11/26 AT 7PM $7 
BIG WEDNESDAY 


HOSTED BY JEREMY WHEAT A COMEDY WITH 
SOME VARIETY! 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE 
INT'L FREAKOUT A-GO-GO 
SPECIAL LIVE MUSIC EDITION W/ LA CEIBO 
DJS SPECIAL LORD B., BEN 
BRACKEN, AND BOBBY GANUSH! 
60S, 70S, SOUL, FUNK, DISCO, AND, POP 
FROM AROUND THE WORLD! 


THURS 11/27 AT 9PM FREE 


“THANKSGLAMING” 


GLAM NIGHT! 
THANKSGIVING NIGHT W/ DJS 
OMAR PEREZ AND MEDIUM RARE 
70S GLAM, BUBBLEGUM, PROTOPUNK, AND 
GOOD OL ROCK N ROLL! 


FRI 11/28 AT 6PM FREE 
se 
DJS GALINE MODMOSELLE, OMAR PEREZ, 
BARON VON WEST, AND VALENTINO 
GARAGE, SOUL, PSYCH, GLAM, AND ROCK'N'ROLL 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM $5 


BOOM! SHAK-A-LAK-A 
DJ 2SHY-SHY AND DJ MELT W/U 
FUNK, SOUL, DISCO, WAVE, SYNTH-POP, HIP- 
HOP, AND GROOVE 


SAT 11/29 AT 7:30PM $8 
TBD AND WE COULD BE FRIENDS 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM $5 


EL SUPERRITMO! 
W/ DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, REGGAETON, 
SALSA BUENA Y MAS BAILABLES PA’ LAS NENAS 


SUN 11/30 AT 7:30PM $8 
LEE BOB AND THE TRUTH 
TOIT 
GUESTS FROM THE WESTERN 
FAMILY ORCHESTRA 


MON 12/1 AT 6PM FREE 


ATTACK OF THE TYPEWRITERS! 


POLITICAL LETTER-WRITING FOR EVERYONE. 
WE BRING THE TYPEWRITERS- 
YOU BRING THE OUTRAGE! 
NOT TOO MANY PEOPLE NO IT, 
BUT ONE LETTER = 100 VOTES! 


FOLLOWING AT 8PM FREE 


MAKE OUT FIRST MONDAYS 


JAZZ! 
TUES 12/2 AT 9:30PM FREE 


SLOW JAMS 
DJ PRIMO AND FRIENDS 
DEEP AND SWEET 60S SOUL 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 
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Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 9 p.m., 
$10. 


INTERNATIONAL 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Volcan, 
8 & 10 p.m., $30-$40. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., 
35: 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Trio Garufa, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Croatian American Cultural Center: 60 Onondaga, 
San Francisco. 63rd Annual Kolo Festival, Nov. 
28-29, 9 a.m., $10-$100. 

Ii Pirata: 2007 16th St., San Francisco. “La Tropi-Cal,"’ 
w/ resident DJs WaltDigz & Dark Rum, Last Friday 
of every month, 10 p.m., $10. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
“A Bella Benefit for the Poppy,” featuring the 


DRINKS ¢ FOOD » MUSIC 


WED W/26 8PM ce ADV / $24 AEE 


FRI {1/28 8PM $20 ro / $22 DOOR 


SAT ore ear $10 rn $15 DOOR 


“THE AMAZINGIBUBBLE MAN 


SUN 12/l47PM $22 ADV / $25 DOOR 


M IULDAU " Re 
CCHRISTMASATTHEDASIS 
FRI 12/19 8PM SISADV $22 DOOR 
Pits | 

‘MIRACLE H 

<TOY DRIVE 

SH AVAPASR. MS: PAPAMSYAU)\) MSY 11018) 3 
$36 2-DAY PASS 

-MONOPHONICS ANNUAL 
SOULFUL SOCIAL — 

TUE 12/30 & WED 12/31 $20-$102 VIP/DINNER 
PIMPS OF JOYTIME NYE 
CELEBRATION ~ 
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Americano Social Club with Rob Reich & Anna Laura 
Quinn, 7:30 p.m., $15-$30. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Paula 
Harris, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $22. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Willie G, 6:30 p.m. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. Allister Peera 
Blues Band, Last Friday of every month, 9 p.m., 
free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Jan Fanucchi, 
Last Friday of every month, 4 p.m.; Ron Thompson, 
9:30 p.m. 


FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Katdelic, Martin Luther, 9:30 p.m., $12-$15. 

Red Victorian Hotel: 1665 Haight, San Francisco. 
Pranksgiving Weekend: Black Fridye Tie-Dye Fashion 
Show & Concert, w/ The Papa Mali & Ike Stubblefield 
All-Star Band, 7 p.m., $25-$30. 


SOUL 


Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. ‘In the Soul 
Kitchen,” dance party with Harry Duncan & DJ 
Slopoke, 9 p.m., free. 


SATURDAY 11/29 


ROCK 


Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness, San Francisco. Auma, 
Supernaut, 10 p.m., $5. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Man- 
sions on the Moon, Lincoln Jesser, EagleWolfSnake, 
9:30 p.m., $10-$12. 

El Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Victory & As- 
sociates, Hurry Up Shotgun, Love Moon, 10 p.m., 
$7. 








00 24th Street © S. Van Ness 
Ih | ; EI { = 4 fees 
Mon-Fri 11AM-2AN 


Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Dustin 
Wong & Takako Minekawa, Meat Market, Genuis, 
9 p.m., $10. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. Tea 
Leaf Green, Loyal Scam, 9 p.m., $20-$22. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Razorblade Monalisa, Black Market Sunday, Books 
on Fate, 9:30 p.m., $8-$10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Alvvays, 
Absolutely Free, Talk in Tongues, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 

Sub-Mission Art Space (Balazo 18 Gallery): 2183 
Mission, San Francisco. Hell on Wheels, Sweat 
Lodge, The Business Dicks, Girls with Guns, The 
Buzz, 7 p.m., $7. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., San Francisco. “Set,” 
w/ Davi, 9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 tith St., San Francisco. “Industry,” w/ 
DJ Morabito, 10 p.m., $20 advance. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., San Francisco. “Bootie S.F.,” 
w/ Pro Wrestling Odyssey, plus DJs A+D, Faroff, En- 
tyme, Ajax, Lorenzoe, Tomas Diablo, Mz. Samantha, 
Andy T, Dada, and Jimi G, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Sweater 
Funk," 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. Minnesota, G 
Jones, Jackal, 9 p.m., $18-$20. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. ‘Common 
Ground,” w/ Steve Bug, Anthony Mansfield, Fil 
Latorre, Elz, 9 p.m., $10. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. “#9414,” W/ 
Martin Buttrich, Guti, Rooz, Bo (in the main room), 
9 p.m., $12-$25. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Raven,” w/ 
DJ Mark Andrus, 9 p.m., $10. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Adrian Lux, 
Trevor Simpson, Jakey, 9 p.m., $20 advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Dickslap," w/ 
DJs La Fraicheur & Ambrosia Salad, 9 p.m. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. “Dark Room,” 


ei i CE) 


KITCHEN tied MON- SAT AT 6PM 





11/26 
“WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS” 
$5 PBR AND WHISKEY 
SHOT ALL NIGHT LONG 


11/28 
PUNK/SCHLOCK KARAOKE 
W/THE LOVELY EILEEN 
9PM FREE 


11/29 AUMA 


(EX VOMICA / DOPESICK) 


SUPERNAUT 

(FUZZY PSYCHEDELIC ROCK FROM SANTA CRUZ) 
10PM ONLY $5 

(THUNDEROUS, BONE-SPLINTERING, BLOOD-SPLATTERING, 
FACE-MELTING, JAPANESE-AMERICAN, SAN FRANCISCO ROCK) 


11/30 “SCHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT” 
$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA, 

$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES, 

$5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURVBON, 

$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS 

12/1 “MOJITO MONDAYS” 
$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY AND 

ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 11 P.M. 

TO 2 A.M. $1 OFF DRAFT/WELL 

12/2 “TEQUILA TWO- WHEELED TUESDAYS” 
$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA 

WITH A CAN OF TECATE 


BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH * 415.824.1800 


%* MON-THU 4PM-2AM * FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM *& 
7% WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM * 
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w/ Lady Bear, The Lady Hyde, The Dark Dolls, The 
Vivid, DJ Dead Icons, more, 9:30 p.m. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. Tom Staar, 10 
p.m., $20. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Super8 & Tab, 10 
p.m., $10 advance. 


HIP-HOP 


Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. Triple Threat DJs 
Culture Clash Victory Celebration, 9 p.m., $10 (free 
before 11:30 p.m. with RSVP). 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. “Last Nite: 
2000s Hip-Hop Party,’’ w/ DJs Jamie Jams & Marco 
de la Vega, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The Soil & The 
Sun, Indianna Hale, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Rivvrs, Jes- 
sica Turk, Gina Barsanti, Theo Bowman, 9 p.m., $10. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. The Rainy 
Sundays, 9 p.m. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Vance Joy, Jaymes 
Young, 9 p.m., sold out. 

Viracocha: 998 Valencia, San Francisco. Middlesleep, 
Jordannah Elizabeth, 8 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Jazz Club 
with Charlie McCarthy, Ray Scott, Chuck Bennett, 
and Jim Zimmerman, 8 p.m., $10. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Steve Lucky & 
Carmen Getit Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. Bill 
“Doc” Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. Mr. 
Lucky & The Cocktail Party, 9 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Jules Broussard & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 


Boozeland 


COCKTAILS ~ BEER 
PATIO — POOL 
SHUFFLE BOARD 
CF od 


OPEN NOON » 2 AM 


7 DAYS A WEEK 
CAS 


510 LARKIN 


between turk & eddy 
the tenderloin 


CA od 
UPSTAIRS BAR 
AVAILABLE FOR 
PRIVATE PARTIES 
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Cait Fahey 
Primal, Roaring Empathy 


ANGEL OLSEN 


with Meg Baird, 8 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 2, at The 
Chapel. $20, sold out; thechapelsf.com 


For folk musicians who want to truly connect with audiences, sincerity must be 
job No. 1. Ina way more marked than any other genre, great folk is contingent 
on creating primal, roaring empathy between narrator and listener — which ex- 
plains why Angel Olsen sounds so good. The St. Louis-bred, Chicago-based gui- 
tarist/vocalist radiates honesty, having a delicate, unpolished voice she raises 
high — imagine a flower willing itself to bloom out of season — and a star- 
tlingly comfortable attitude toward missing notes as long as the message makes 
it through. Her latest, band-backed record has the emphatic title Burn Your Fire 
For No Witness, and her plaintive, brooding music lands with that same punch- 
to-the-gut palpability. “When I’ve written [a song], I hope that it’s something I 
believe is true,’ Olsen told Orlando Weekly in 2013. “Otherwise, I just feel like 
you re misleading yourself by singing these mantras that don’t matter to you.” 











PARIS ABAGUETTE 


GRAND OPENING 


5. SAN FRANCISCO 


roe 


= FREES 


with any purchase 


FREE ES 


with any Pettace over $15 


SICQCL $ 


CLOTHING SUPERSTORE 


AUTHENTIC 
WINDS 


FREE tone 


with any purchase 
of any Whole Cake 





SSS ag 2} 


LOCATIONS = 


. % - 


SANTA CLARA SAN JOSE 

3561 EL CAMINO REAL 685 SARATOGA AVE. 
SANTA CLARA, CA 95051 SAN JOSE, CA 95129 

T. 408 260 0404 T. 408 366 0404 


BERKELEY S. SAN FRANCISCO 
2150 SHATTUCK AVE. 2278 WESTBOROUGH BLV 
BERKELEY, CA 94704 S. SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94080 
T. 510 845 0404 T. 650 952 0404 


SUN-THUR: 7AM-9PM ¢ FRI-SAT: 7AM-10PM 


2566 MISSION ST. 
(BETWEEN 19TH & 20TH) 


SAN FRANCISCO 
415.824.7729 


WWW.ZOOTSUITSTORE.COM 


¢ Images may differ from actual products 
¢ Supplies are limited 
¢ The promotion is only valid at S. San Francisco Branch 
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FRI, NOV 28° 
> INCLUDED WITH EACH TICKET! 


DER THE STAIRS 
CASUAL 


LIMITED EDITIO 
PEOPLE 






Sn NON "29 


TEA DEAF GREEN 
: ROYAL SCAM 


TUE, DEC 2 


JAMIE T 
THE INTERRUPTERS 


NAT KEEFE 
CONCERT CARNIVAL 
WITH MEMBERS OF HOT BUTTERED RUM, 
BROTHERS COMATOSE, FRONT COUNTRY, 
STEEP RAVINE & MOUNTAIN MOTION 

THU, DEC TS 
PARTIALLY SEATED 


CHARLIE HUNTER 
COTT AMENDOLA 


SAT, DEC 6 


THE FAMILY CREST 
CAUGHT A GHOST, GHOST & GALE 


ys 
GHOSTFACE KILLAH_||TH 


FRI DEC 12 & SAT, DEC 13 


TWO NIGHTS! 
BOOM BOOM ROOM PRESENTS HARRY DUNCAN 


es tele)’ By) le) 4: FRI, DEC 19 
JELLY BREAD, DJ KEVVY KEV (12.12) JUGTOWN PIRATES 


CON BRIO, DJ KEVVY KEV (12.13) COO COO BIRDS, BRETHREN OF THE COAST 


SAT, DEC 20 
TUE, DEC 16 DILATED PEOPLES 


PARTIALLY SEATED SUN, DEC TI 
WINGED VICTORY ANKH MARKETING PRESENTS 


A 
FOR THE SULLEN KW 
HILDUR GUDNADOTTIR TALIB 5 KWEt! 


e286 Ayes CAN PRAMCESCO TRCEETS. TICMETFLY.COM & O77 435,.9649 
* Al BOX Cerrces | a "Oe, (1AM. 6m (10 Fm On aHOW MIONTS 
We: 215.771.1429 “CYS ZI GEMTEAL ADMISS Ha ” weer LAMNTED S2ATING 
PAM awoLt PRREONG ON Lente OF “fh & Oa 
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THE WARFIELD 


SISSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS SSSI 


ONE STARRY NIGHT 
GAVIN DEGRAW 
INGRID MICHAELSON 
MARY LAMBERT 
DECEMBER 5 


STEVE HACKETT: GENESIS EXTENDED 
DECEMBER 7 


OPETH ¢ IN FLAMES 
RED FANG 


DECEMBER 8 


KMEL HOLIDAY HOUSE OF SOUL 
JHENE AIKO 
SZA * THE INTERNET * ADRIAN MARCEL 
BJ THE CHICAGO KID * ANDERSON .PAAK 


DECEMBER 10 
TYLER, ie CEE OR 


DECEMBER 18 


SKINNY PUPPY 
FRONT LINE ASSEMBLY « HAUJOBB 
YOUTH CODE ¢ S4NTA_MUSRTE 


DECEMBER 19 


DAVE KOZ & FRIENDS 
JONATHAN BUTLER 
CHRISTOPHER CROSS « MAYSA 


DECEMBER 21 


LAIDBACK LUKE 
GTA 


DECEMBER 28 


THE FLAMING LIPS 
FOXYGEN ° BAD THINGS (12/30) 
FOXYGEN + SPECIAL SURPRISE GUESTS (12/31) 


DECEMBER 30 & 31 * NEW YEAR’S EVE! 


SPANDAU BALLET 
JANUARY 23 


THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 
: WARFIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 10AM - 4PM: 


THE REGENCY BALLROOM 


IAA AaAsBaaadaaadadadadaaaans 


ere} vite] 
JAY ELECTRONICA 
BOOGIE 


NOVEMBER 26 « TONIGHT! 


WATSKY 
KYLE AND PARKER (DUMBFOUNDEAD) (11/28) 
GRIEVES ¢ KATE NASH (11/29) 
ANDERSON .PAAK ¢ CREME FRAICHE 


NOVEMBER 28 & 29 


ASKING ALEXANDRIA 
BLESS THE FALL ° CHELSEA GRIN 
UPON A BURNING BODY « THE FAMILY RUIN 
NOVEMBER 30 


DIGITOUR 
ANDREA RUSSETT * ANDREW LOWE 
SAMMY WILK « RICKEY THOMPSON 
KENNY HOLLAND 


DECEMBER 3 


SUICIDEGIRLS 
BLACKHEART BURLESQUE 


DECEMBER 4 


KINA GRANNIS 
DECEMBER 11 


YUNG LEAN & SAD BOYS 
GRAVITY BOYS 


DECEMBER 16 


ANIMALS AS LEADERS 
DEVIN TOWNSEND PROJECT 
MONUMENT 
DECEMBER 17 


FRENCH MONTANA AND JEREMIH 
DECEMBER 22 


COOKIES CHRISTMAS PARTY 
BERNER * KOOL JOHN 
DECEMBER 23 


ani 1c] 1 [on 4-7 VM foto) Reve) | 
1300 VAN NESS at SUTTER 
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LIVE MUSIC 7 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open DAILY ‘til 2:00 am+) 


“HAPPY HOUR” TUESDAY THRU SUNDAY 


$4 WELLS /$4 DRAFTS/S2 PBR/S2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 26 2014 $5 ADV 





(*4th Wednesday of Every Month*) 
Plus 
& 


THURSDAY NOVEMBER 27 2014 FREE 


FRIDAY NOVEMBER 28 2014 $12 ADV 


[OF ‘P FUNK ALLSTARS’) 
*Annual piece i Show* 


Plus 
& 


SATURDAY NOVEMBER 29 2014 $18 ADV 


~ ALLSTAR BAND 
Plus 
(plus This Is a... ** PANTY PARTY! ! **) 
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 30 2014 FREE 


* FREESTYLE HIP-HOP * DJ KEVVY KEV * 
THE GEMSTONE BAND * FREE PARTY!* 


MONDAY DECEMBER 1 2014 FREE 


“freee Show!” ** (*DJ chica spinning 
Psycho-Soul-OldSchool*) 


TUESDAY DECEMBER 2 2014 FREE 


Freee Show!! 
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 3 2014 $5 ADV 


(*1st Wednesdays of Every Month*) 
Plus | 
(M.0.M. “Motown On Mondays”)) 


FRI & SAT DECEMBER 12 & 13 2014 $28 ADV 
BooM BooM RooM Presents: 


STANTON MOORE, IVAN NEVILLE, 

ERIC LINDELL, ROBERT MERCURIO 

Plus JELLYBREAD (FRI) & CON BRIO (SAT) 
Plus DJ KEVVY KEV 


(@ The Independent) 


es 


FREE Every Sunday! 
12pm-All Day 
3 Huge Projector Screens, Surround 
Sound, Drink Specials 





Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
The Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. “Pura,” 
9 p.m., $20. 

The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Volcan, 
8 & 10 p.m., $30-$40. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., 
35: 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Danilo y Universal, 10 p.m. 

Croatian American Cultural Center: 60 Onondaga, 
San Francisco. 63rd Annual Kolo Festival, Nov. 
28-29, 9 a.m., $10-$100. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “El 
SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 
p.m., $5 before 11 p.m. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 


ALL SHOWS ALL AGES 


AUTHOR & PUNISHER 
W/ DISPIRIT 


POINT BREAK LIVE! 
(EARLY AND LATE SHOWS) 


AMALGAMATION 
(CD RELEASE SHOW) 
W/ CAT PEOPLE, 
TURN ME ON DEAD 


| Ye Colm ye) } | ale7 |e] ¢ 
HOLIDAY PARTY FEATURING: 
GLASS ANIMALS, 
Yoh / (Me -) Moles 

THE TRIMS, FRITZ MONTANA, 
DJ AARON AXELSEN 


BATTLECROSS 
W/ WRETCHED, WAR OF AGES 


J fe) 4 =~) 7 V-fe) 
Vm ert] ile) el melb/.\| & 
AND SPECIAL GUESTS 


REALITY CHECK TV 
PRESENTS: 

> > @-)-{e], (ole) 

W/ ANDALUSIA, ROSE, 
BITE, BURN RIVER BURN 


CORRECTIONS 
HOUSE 

(FEAT: MEMBERS OF 
EYEHATEGOD AND NEUROSIS) 
W/ IDES OF GEMINI 


|-Jeleyg| 8-9 & 
NYE 2015 SH!T SHOW 


POINT BREAK LIVE! 
(EARLY AND LATE SHOWS) 


MAYHEM & WATAIN 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 
ai "45, fe] = 


HUBBA HUBBA REVUE 
PRESENTS: 


MONDAY NIGHT HUBBA 
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La Mixta Criolla, 7 p.m., $10-$15. 
Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. “Club 
Fuego,” 9:30 p.m. 


REGGAE 


Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Native Elements, 
Last Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $10- 
$15. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Karen 
Lovely, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $22. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. The 
Voice featuring Patty Bobo, 6:30 p.m. 

The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco. G.G. Amos, 
9:30 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Tony Perez 
& Second Hand Smoke, 4 p.m.; Ron Hacker, Last 
Saturday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 


My ove cho ho teto] 01 010) 
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— 
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STEEL HOUSE 


FEAT. EDWARD SIMON, SCOTT COLLEY AND BRIAN BLADE 
THU, DEC 11 


DAN HICKS & THE HOT LICKS 


Holidaze in Hicksville 
Join our email list at 





FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Pranksgiving Weekend Tie-Dye Panty Party, w/ 
The Papa Mali & Ike Stubblefield All-Star Band, 
9:30 p.m., $15-$18 advance. 


SOUL 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Midtown 
Social, Afrolicious, 9 p.m., $18-$20. 


SUNDAY 11/30 


ROCK 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Swiftumz, 
Hot Flash Heat Wave, Lee Bob & The Truth, DJs 
Richie Panic & Santa Muerte, noon, free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. French 
Girls, Farewell Typewriter, Diamond Heights, 8 
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p.m., $8. 
Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. Lee 
Bob & The Truth, Bill Baird, 7:30 p.m., $8. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Big Top,” 9 p.m. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. “Replay 
Sundays," 9 p.m., free. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘Dub 
Mission,” w/ DJ Sep & Vinnie Esparza, 9 p.m., $6 
(free before 9:30 p.m.). 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. ‘‘Sundaze,” 
1p.m., free before 3 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Stamina,” w/ Adept, 
Lukeino, Jamal, 10 p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. ‘Sweater 
Funk," 10 p.m., free. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “Jock,” 
Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Werd," w/ 
DJ Kaos, Anthony Mansfield, Jimmy B, 9 p.m., $5. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Disco Daddy,” 
w/ DJ Bus Station John, 7 p.m., $5. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Return of the Cypher,” 9:30 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Traditional 
Irish Session, 6 p.m. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Francisco. 
Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 4 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisidin 
with John Sherry & Kyle Thayer, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Walter 
Earl Trio, 4:30 p.m., $10 suggested donation 
per adult. 


Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Jinx Jones 
Jazz Trio, 7 p.m., free. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. The Bay Area 
Composers Big Band, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. Bill 
“Doc” Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Volcan, 
2&7 p.m., $10-$40. 

Atmosphere: 447 Broadway, San Francisco. “Hot 
Bachata Nights,” w/ DJ El Guapo, 5:30 p.m., $10 
($18-$25 with dance lessons). 

Cafia Cuban Parlor & Cafe: 500 Florida, San Francisco. 
“La Havana," 4 p.m. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, San 
Francisco. “The Flamenco Room,” 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Shane 
Dwight, 7 & 9 p.m., $22. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Roharpo, 4 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues Power, 
4 p.m.; Jose Simioni, 9:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Bohemian Knuckleboogie, 8 p.m., free. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. “Sunight,” 
Envelop fundraiser with Christopher Willits, 7 
p.m., $5-$10. 


MONDAY 12/1 


ROCK 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Celestial 
Shore, Blood Sister, Baus, 9 p.m., $8. 


LIVE AT AMOEBA SF = 





SATURDAY. DECEMBER 6 - IPM 


Join Americana 
jam band 
Leftover Salmon 
for a live in-store 
performance and 
signing of their 
upcoming album, 
High Country (out 
on Record Store 


Day Black Friday, 





LEFTOVER 


“SALMON. if, 
“HGH COUN: i RY 


Los RECORDS 


Also catch them later that Saturday 


at the Fillmore! 


‘ARES HAIGHT STREET « SAN FRANCISCO « (415) 831-1200 
2455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE « BERKELEY « (510) 549-1125 


BUY -SELL-TREDE OVEG, COS. UPS. VIDED GIMES & MORE 
STADIUM WOT SF (WE WALIDATED & 


DEUS tS = Rey Ree 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


HIGHEST PRICES PAD WCASH OF TRADE 
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DANCE 


DNA Lounge: 375 lith St., San Francisco. “Death 
Guild,” 18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe 
Radio, Melting Girl, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $3- 
$5. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“"M.0.M. (Motown on Mondays),” w/ DJ Gordo 
Cabeza & Timoteo Gigante, 8 p.m., free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Wanted,” w/ DJs 
Key&Kite and Richie Panic, 9 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The Alabama 
Bowties, First Monday of every month, 9 p.m., 
free. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Ryan 
Bingham, 8 p.m., advance tickets sold out. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Open 
Mic with Brendan Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, San Francisco. “Acoustic 
Bistro," w/ The Lowest Pair, 7 p.m., free. 


Y 
Je 


SLATE-SF.COM | RSVP@SLATE-SF.COM | 415.558.852 | 


JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Eugene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, 7:30 
p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Le Jazz 
Hot, 7 p.m., free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
The Monday Make-Out, 8 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco. City Jazz Instrumental Jam Session, 
8 p.m. 


REGGAE 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Sky- 
larking," w/ 1&1 Vibration, 10 p.m., free. 





Wed, Nov 26 
Hit star of R&B Divas: Los Angeles 


MICHELLE 


CHRISTMAS WITH THE CELTS 


Sun, Nov 30 


GEORGE COLE 


w/ special guests Mads Tolling & Emily Day 


Sun, Nov 380 - Late Night Series 
Former lead vocalist of ToP 


LARRY BRAGGS 


Fri-Mon, Dec 19-22 


TONY! TONI! TONE! 







2925 16TH STREET SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 


eb YOO 


\ } 


-— November 26th, 2014 -- 


ai 


LEX 
Hip Hop, Club Anthems, Electronic 
Thanksgiving Eve 


-- November 2¥th, 2014 -- 


re lashBack Friday 
with DI Dr. No and 
DI Mark Saguindel 


-- November 29th, 2014 -- 


Last Nite 2000s 
Hip Hop Party 


-- November 30th, 2014 —- 


Costume Karaoke 
Every Sunday 


+ 2 









ba os 








Sat, Nov 29 
Chart topping R&B singer 


ALEXANDER 0° NEAL 


ty 


Mon, Dec 1 
The D-Lucca Music Group & Dale Anthony Music Present 


HAVE YOURSELF A CLOSER CHRISTMAS 


Tue, Dec 2 


Wed-Thu, Dec 3-4 
. —_— 
Me 
ae 1, 
Fri, Dec 5 


ANNA NALICK 
W/ TYLER HILTON 
THE BAD PLUS 
JOHN SANTOS 
with Mads Tolling & Roger Glenn 


Wed-Thu, Dec 27-28 


THE SPINNERS 


Tue-Wed, Dec 30-31 


CON FUNK SHUN NYE THROWDOWN 


For tickets & current show info: YOSHIS.COM / 510-238-9200 


All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended. 
COI NE PANGa ie fo) =) 5 ane £o}-1, | Fede] Om Ohomme-W 2 4 '/-W 8m a4) 
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WAICH WITH 
THE CONDOR RING GIRLS 


ON 30" HO SCREENS WITH SOUND 
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BLUES 


Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco. “Fried 
Chicken & Blues,” 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. The Bachelors, 
9:30 p.m. 


SOUL 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Kelela, 8 p.m., $20. 


TUESDAY 12/2 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Courage My Love, Worth Taking, Air Show Disaster, 
9 p.m., $10-$12. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco. “Wood Shoppe,” w/ Guy Fox, Rose’s Pawn 
Shop, Split Screens, 9 p.m., free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Waves of 
Sound, Tiny Massive, The Dynamics, 8 p.m., $8- 
$10. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Jamie T, The Interrupters, 8 p.m., $20. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Apopka 
Darkroom, Terry Gross, DJ Tosh, 9:30 p.m., 
$6. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. The Birthday 
Massacre, New Years Day, The Red Paintings, 
Russell Clash, 8 p.m., $19. 


DANCE 

Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Viv, Myles Cooper, & guests, 
10 p.m., $2. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Free Marissa 
Alexander Benefit Show, w/ Heart of Orion, Vixen 
Noir, Persia, Rebel Allianz, 8 p.m., $2-$10 sliding 
scale. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Switch,” w/ DJs 
Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Shelter,” 
10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Taskine, 
Sparks Across Darkness, DLRN, Catalyst Bars, Tip 
Vicious, Branden E. Balenzuela, 9 p.m. 


TIMSH 3 
SOLO) PIANO ViOGAIES: 


STAPEORDINGSTURDEVANIT 
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PURESECSTASY 
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MUSIC 


Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Phat Tuesday,” 
w/ DJ Scotty Fox, 8 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Song- 
writer in Residence: Alan Monasch, Starts . con- 
tinues through Dec. 30. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Angel Olsen, 
Meg Baird, 8 p.m., $20. 


JAZZ 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Tommy 
Igoe Groove Conspiracy, 8 p.m., $22. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cafe Divine: 1600 Stockton, San Francisco. Chris 
Amberger, 7 p.m. 

Doc’s Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. Dwaine 
Spurlin Band, 8 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Lavay Smith & 
Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. “Tuesday 
Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $10- 
$12. 


INTERNATIONAL 


F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Underground No- 
mads,” w/ rotating resident DJs Amar, Sep, and 
Dulce Vita, plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 
9:30 p.m.). 


REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. “Bless Up,” w/ 
Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m., $5. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. ‘Bay City 
Blues,” w/ Chris Cain, 7 & 9 p.m., $20. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. G.G. Amos 
Duo, 5:30 p.m.; Lisa Kindred, First Tuesday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m. 


SOUL 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “Slow 
Jams,” w/ DJ Primo & friends, 9:30 p.m., free. 


WEEKLY 


415.536.8180 
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‘SAVAGE LOVE} CRUEL INTENTIONS 


By Dan Savage 


Tama bimale in my early 20s who until recently was in 
the closet. I have been exploring my sexuality for the past 
year, andI didn't want to label myself and open a Pando- 
ra’s box of oppression in the American South before I knew 
who I was for sure. I learned through my exploration that I 
have a few kinks and I have been acting on those kinks, 
seeing what Iam and am not into. I may have been too 
trusting, because someone I interacted with decided that 
he was having none of me. This person took it upon him- 
self to find all the info he could about me, regarding kinks 
as well as my career and other aspects of my life, and com- 
pile it on a website. He then sent links to several of my 
friends and family members. He never gave an explana- 
tion for why he was doing this. My family has been very 
supportive, and the few close friends I’ve spoken to have 
been great. But how do I talk to other friends when I see 
them? My life is out in the open now. Iam trying my best 
to roll with it and become more comfortable with myself, 
but it is a struggle. These people are close to me, and I 
value their friendship. I don’t believe they think poorly of 
me, but Iam uncomfortable knowing that they have seen 
apart of me that I was trying to keep somewhat compart- 
mentalized. How can I approach the situation without 
making it more uncomfortable and awkward? 

Outed And Unsure 


You're in your early 20s, OAU, which means you 
would've been all of 7 or 8 years old way, way back in 
1998. So the first thing I want you to do — before 
you talk to anyone about what happened — is Goo- 
gle “Bill and Monica’ and then read the first few sto- 
ries that pop up. 

Here’s the takeaway from the Bill and Mon- 
ica story: An out-of-control special prosecutor 
appointed to investigate the suicide of a White 
House aide wound up “exposing” a series of blow- 
jobs that President Bill Clinton got from a White 
House intern. Problematic power differential, yes, 
but consenting adults just the same. Politicians 
and pundits and editorial boards called on Clinton 
to resign after the affair was made public, because 
the American people, they insisted, had lost all 
respect for Clinton. He couldn't possibly govern 
after the blowjobs, the rimmings, the cigars, the 
semen stains, and the denials (“I did not have sex- 
ual relations with that woman”). Clinton refused 
to resign and wound up getting impeached by an 
out-of-control GOP-controlled Congress. (Forgive 
the redundancy: A GOP-controlled Congress is an 
out-of-control Congress, and an out-of-control 
Congress is a GOP-controlled Congress.) But guess 
what? The American people weren't pissed at 
Clinton. Clinton’s approval ratings shot up. People 
looked at what was being done to Clinton — a 
special prosecutor with subpoena powers and an 
unlimited budget asking Clinton under oath about 
his sex life — and thought, “Jesus fucking Christ, 
I would hate to have my privacy invaded like that.” 
People’s sympathies were with Clinton, not with 
the special prosecutor, not with the GOP-con- 
trolled/out-of-control Congress. 

I promise you this, OAU: Everyone in your life 
who has seen the website where that malicious 
piece of shit made your private and consensual 
sexual conduct public — everyone worth keeping 
in your life — had the same reaction that the 
American people had to the impeachment of 
William Jefferson Clinton: “Jesus, I would hate to 
have my privacy invaded like that.” 

Their sympathies are with you. 

So how do you address this without making 
things more uncomfortable and awkward than 
they already are? By acknowledging the discomfort 
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and awkwardness (D&A) that has already been 
created while simultaneously and subtly drawing 
attention to the fact that said D&A are not of your 
creation. The conversations you re going to have 
with friends start with this premise: You've been 
victimized by this asshole and so have they. Prac- 
tice saying this: “You know more about my private 
life than you ever wanted to. I’m going to stuff it 
down the memory hole and pretend it didn’t hap- 
pen. I hope you will too.” You also might want to 
memorize and riff on these wise words from two 
other people who have been similarly victimized: 

“T started to [make] an apology, but I don’t 
have anything to say I’m sorry for.” — Jennifer 
Lawrence 

“The real problem here was not me sending my 
pictures to someone, but rather, sending them to 
the WRONG someone. The real travesty is a mis- 
placed trust.” — Dylan Sprouse 

You too trusted the wrong person, OAU, and 
you don’t have anything to say you're sorry for. 
Look people in the eye when you speak about it 
— when you speak briefly about it — then change 
the subject. 

Finally: Check to see if you live in a state that 
has laws against revenge porn. If you do, lawyer 
up, call the cops, and press charges. 


I'ma straight 20-year-old woman in a relationship 
with a straight 30-year-old male. We have been dating 
for a year and living together for seven months. There 
is alot of love but there has also been a lot of arguing. 
Our conflicts stem from issues of abuse and abandon- 
ment on his part and issues of poor self-esteem and an- 
ger on my part. We have started to go to couples 
counseling to address these issues and see what we can 
do to make it work. About a week ago, we got into a 
yelling match over his drinking (it’s constant and a 
LOT) and over him arranging for me to go hang out 
with our downstairs neighbor (my interactions with 
the neighbor have not been positive due to parking is- 
sues) to smoke weed with her. To cut to the chase: We 
got in a screaming match that resulted in me slapping 
him. I really didn’t mean to. It just came out of my body, 
and Iimmediately regretted it. He asked me to leave 
the apartment, and I have been staying with my mom 
for the past few days. We agreed to stay away from 
each other until our next therapy session. If he shows 
up, I know he wants to give me a second chance; if not, I 
have to pack my shit and leave. I guess what my ques- 
tion really boils down to is: Am Ian attacker? AmI the 
female equivalent of a “wife beater”? Is there anything 
Ican do to prove my regret and willingness to change? I 
love him with everything I have inside of me and I don't 
want to lose him over such a stupid mistake. 

Lost And Confused, Knowing I Need Guidance 


Couples who wind up in counseling before their first 
year together is up are, in my opinion, better off be- 
ing counseled singly. By which I mean to say: being 
counseled as singles, not as a couple. 

We don’t have to be perfect to date, LACKING, 
but we do have to be in good working order. It 
doesn’t sound like either of you qualify. His abuse 
and abandonment issues, your self-esteem and 
anger issues: I think you both should address 
your issues in counseling — with separate coun- 
selors — for your own sakes, not for the sake of 
this relationship. You get your shit together, he 
gets his shit together, and then you can either get 
back together or be in good working order for the 
next guy who comes along. 

And finally, LACKING: One slap at age 20 
— one that was instantly regretted, one that 
the slapper has taken full responsibility for (no 
bullshit claims that the slappee provoked you) — 
does not a lifelong abuser make. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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